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MORNING CHEER 
BIBLE CONFERENCE 


Sponsored by 
Pastor George A. Palmer, Box 3, Phila. 5, Pa. 


June 13 through Sept. 5 


A Few: 

Dr. Alan Redpath 

Dr. James McGinlay 

Dr. V. Raymond Edman 
Dr. Torrey M. Johnson 
Dr. Sidlow Baxter 
Rev. Anthony Zeoli 





© SPEAKERS 


Dr. William Culbertson 
Dr. Donald G. Barnhouse 
Dr. Wm. A. Mierop 

Dr. Wilbur Smith. 

Dr. Andrew Telford 
Rev. Douglas Stewart 


@ FACILITIES 


Such as: Modern Lodge « Cabins « Motel ¢ Full 
Recreation Facilities ¢ Picnic Grounds « Children’s 
Playground e Book Store « Spacious Dining Room 
—with “the best of food and plenty of it.” 
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GREECE - LAND OF SORROW AND TEARS. 


Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F. R. C. S. 


N a former army jeep I 

travelled along the ever- 
winding dangerous moun- 
tain roads of Greece. What 
my eyes did see brought 
forcefully home to me that 
Greece has been called the 
land of sorrow and tears. 

I visited the devastated 
earthquake areas, and I 
heard from the lips of the 
stricken people, of the terror 
and tragedy that had _in- 
vaded their homes. I saw vil- 
lage after village reduced to 
dust, rubble, and ruin. Even 
as I approached one town, 
violent tremors began to 
shake the ground, and cracks 
zig-zagged their way across 
the scarred surface of the 
earth. In one village I met a 
young Greek mother who 
had just given birth to twins. 
Their birth had been pre- 
mature as the young mother 
had suffered severe shock 
during the earthquake. 


Throughout the entire 
1500 miles I travelled in 
Greece, I was deeply con- 
scious of the great physical 
and spiritual need of the 
Greek people, especially the 
children. I was informed 
that there are 400,000 orphans in Greece, many of 
whom have been affected by the horrors of war, famine, 
earthquakes, and death. 

In Northern Greece I met two boys, both orphans. 
The father of one had killed the father of the other 
in the Greek Civil War. The father who remained 
alive was later killed in the same war. In spite of the 
tragedy, the boys remained the best of friends. Once 
again this is the story of Greece—the story of sorrow 
and tears. 

The story of another Greek orphan is typical of 
many. His father had been a poor Greek peasant. At 
times he had been heard to exclaim, “I would rather 
die a thousand deaths than see my child suffer.” When 
the Communists attacked from the North, the father 
died on the snow-covered mountains of Northern 
Greece, defending his country. The mother, grief 
stricken, endeavoured to provide the necessities for 
her child and herself. But one day tragedy struck again. 
The mother was found to be tubercular, and soon 
after she died. The child was left all alone, but thank 
God, he was soon befriended by the evangelicals in 
Greece and today is one of the many Greek orphans 
provided for and taught the m of Him who said, 
“Suffer the little children to come unto me for of 
such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

The European Evangelistic Crusade recognizes the 
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The needy children and orphans of Greece need 
our support. Will you help? 


overwhelming need of the 
children of Greece. It is our 
plan and purpose this sum- 
mer to help send several hun- 
dreds of these underprivileg- 
ed, neglected boys and girls 
to a Christian Summer 
Camp. In this camp children 
who have suffered so much 
physically will be given a 
wonderful change from their 
otherwise drab surroundings. 
Not only will they be prop- 
erly fed and taken care of, 
but above all they will be 
taught the love of God as re- 
vealed in Jesus Christ. 

This Summer Camp can 
only become a reality in the 
lives of these children 
through the faithful assist- 
ance of God’s people. We 
cannot do it without your 
prayers and support. Here is 
your opportunity to become 
both Mother and Father to 
some Greek child. 

Twenty ($20.00) dollars 
will enable us to send one 
child to summer camp for 
one whole month. ($5.00 a 
week). Would you be willing 
to give these children at least 
one chance of happiness and 
at least one opportunity to 
to hear the message of the Saviour’s love? We shall be 
happy to hear from you. Please address all correspond- 
ence and gifts to: 
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Please cut off here and mail 


GREEK CHILDREN’S FUND 

Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.C.S. 
EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 
Member Mission I.F.M.A. 

811 Westview Street 

Philadelphia 19, Pennsylvania 
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LETTER FROM A YOUNG 
GREEK TUBERCULAR GIRL 

Please forgive me for the liberty I 
am taking in writing this letter to you 
as I have no where else to turn. It 
comes from a suffering girl. Four years 
ago I became ill with tuberculosis— 
the national scourge of Greece. I en- 
tered the sanitarium and in eleven 
months became well and returned to 
my home on the Island of Cephal- 
lonia. Unfortunately, however, there 
came the earthquakes and because I 
had to live out in the open under a 
tree, even in the cold winter months, 
again I contracted tuberculosis and 
have now been suffering afresh from 
that horrible disease for a year. 

As if my own suffering were not 
sufficient, my brother, 20 years old, 
has also received the merciless blow of 
this disease. The plight of our family 
simply cannot be described. When I 
think of my r mother who is com- 

letely blind, I nearly lose my mind. 
ihe will be left all alone in this world 
unless some one has compassion 
enough to send my brother and me 
the antibiotic drugs that we need so 


desperately. 
ou cannot imagine what hope 
there is in my heart as I send this let- 
ter to you. May God speak to your 
heart so that you may help my 
brother and me to get well and return 
to my despairing blind mother. I do 
not even have one cent to buy the 
paper to write this letter, but it was 
given to me by another patient who 
told me of your wonderful work and 
how so many tubercular patients in 
Greece have become well as a result 
of your assistance. It has been a long 
time since I have felt my stomach full. 
You have no idea of the extent of our 
fer. How you must treasure your 
ealth, dear friend. Once it is lost, it 
is so difficult to regain. 

There was the problem of finding 
the postage money to mail this letter 
to you, as I didn’t have it. Some of 
the other patients felt sorry for me 
and felt so sure that you were going 
to help me that they took an offering 
among themselves and gave it to me. 
So my heart and the heart of my 
brother in another part of the sani- 
tarium are full of hope which we trust 
you will not disappoint. When you 
send the to us and probably 
some money for food, please send a 
Bible for me and one for my brother. 

—Aspasia Samouri 

Dear Reader, if this were your sister or 
daughter, what would you do? What 
would you like others to do? In the name 
of Christ, could you do exactly that and 
help this young girl and her brother 
through the American Mission to Greeks, 
P.O. Box 423, New York 36, N.Y? (In 
Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ont.) 
To send medicine to both of them costs 
$25, with $5 they can buy locally 40 Ibs. 
of nourishing , and a Greek 
Bible costs only $1.00. With your help, 
the Mission is now endeavoring to care 
for 800 such cases in two of the largest 
sanitariums in Greece. Additional thou- 
sands of tubercular patients are begging 
us for God's Word. Shall we say No? 
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TOMORROW’S 
CHRISTIAN AUTHORS 
ARE TRAINING TODAY 


“My weekly write-ups on our Sunday services, 
almost in their entirety, are accepted by ‘the edi- 
tors,” Gustave Bott, a busy pastor in Wood- 
bridge, N. J., wrote recently. A few weeks later, 
after graduating from “Beginning Christian 
Writer,” he stated, “A young couple came to me 
after the worship service and said, ‘You painted 
an unforgettable picture of heaven this morning.’ 
I tried to use some of the knowledge I acquired 
from the course in my sermon build-up. So yours 
is the credit and to God the glory. 


“I certainly wish to continue my study and ask 
to be enrolled in ‘Christian Magazine Writing.’ ” 


Housewives, stenographers, business men, nurses 
and teachers also have found BCW, a_personal- 
ized home study course in writing, to be helpful, 
stimulating and profitable. 





Only $5 Starts You 


What Mr. Bott and others have done, you, 
too, can do. The total cost of the beginning 
course is only $15. The easy payment plan 
permits you to pay as little as $5 down. 
The balance of $10 is payable in two 
monthly installments. 


FREE! WITH YOUR ENROLLMENT 


¥e One year’s subscription te CHRISTIAN LIFE 
magazine 


%e One year’s subscription to MARKET TIPS, 
publication of Christian Writers Institute 


% Beautiful Gold Embossed Binder for your 
lessons , 


—----- Enroll Today — — — — — 
CHRISTIAN WRITERS INSTITUTE 
434 South Wabash Avenue Dept. ET-65 
Chicago 5, Illinois 
(. ) Enclosed is my first payment on “Beginning 
Christian Writer.” Start my course 3 we. 


( ) Send me additional information 
sample lesson. 


Name 





Address 





City Zone State 
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150 EX-POW’S STUDY THE WORD 


The readers of ETERNITY will never know 
how grateful we are for your generosity to 
the former North Korean Prisoners of War. 
We now have 150 of these men who came 
out from behind barbed wire studying in 
Bible institutes, colleges, universities and 
theological seminaries, preparing themselves 
for the Christian ministry. What an able, 
eager, devoted group they are. 

Once a month we have a POW “alumni 
association” meeting when these men give 
reports of the practical Christian work they 
are doing. Several of them have churches, 
student pastorates, congregations of refugees 
they have gathered together here and there, 
worshiping temporarily in second-hand 
army tents until they can erect permanent 
sanctuaries. Some are teaching in Bible 
clubs organized for children who cannot 
afford the tuition of government schools 
that meet several hours a day, and include 
with the three R’s, a thorough grounding 
in the Scriptures. 

These former POW’s are a variously gift- 
ed group. A number of them are exception- 
ally good preachers with a God-given liber- 
ty in the pulpit. The president of the 
alumni association is already recognized as 
‘an able evangelist, a gifted soul winner. A 
few of them write well and one of the 
fellows has already published his POW ex- 
periences and has it for sale on book stands. 
Another youth is a talented pianist, and 
was recently given high recognition by be- 
ing admitted from among a long list of 
applicants to the music department of Seoul 
National University, the top school of 


(Continued on page 46) 





SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 














WILLIAM A. MIEROP 


June 5, Baccalaureate Service of Philadelphia 
Bible Institute; June 6, Commencement of Phila- 
delphia Bible Institute; June 13-19, Lebonah 
League, Young People’s Conference, Dayton, 
Chio; June 27-29, Sacandaga Bible Conference, 
Broadalbin, N. Y. 


ROBERT R. FRITSCH 
June 18, 19, Presbyterian Men of Baltimore, 
Wabanna Conference Grounds, Mayo, Md. 


June 5-12, First Baptist Church, East Liverpool, 
Ohio; June 13-19, First Baptist Church, St. Paris, 
Ohio 


RALPH L. KEIPER 


May 27-30, Memorial Day Week-end Conference, 
Sandy Cove, Md.; June 13-19, Grace Gospel 
Church, Rio Grande, N. J.; June 20-26, Sandy 
Cove, Md. 


ETERNITY 
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Mission Sen Juan Capistrano 





You and all readers of Eternity 
are cordially invited to join us on a 
three-week trip, leisurely seeing the 
scenic wonders of our West. We will 
leave Chicago on August 2nd; and 
return August 24th. 

Scenically, America is a land of 
contrasts, with many areas of excit- 


ing beauty, but nowhere else will you . 


find the concentration of scenic 
beauty and natural wonders that will 


« be visited on this tour. 


You will visit five National Parks, 
namely, Rocky Mountain in Colo- 
rado; Zion and Bryce Canyon in 
Southern Utah; Grand Canyon in 
Northern Arizona; and Yosemite in 
California. : 

Add to these, visits to such inter- 
esting cities as Denver, Salt Lake 
City, Riverside, San Diego, Los 


join us on a tour of the 


SCENIC WEST in August 


Bryce Canyon 


Angeles and San Francisco, with a 
jaunt across the border to Tijuana, 
Mexico and you have a trip that will 
long linger in your memories. 

Whether you travel alone or with 
a companion, you'll enjoy traveling 
with a group of congenial fellow- 
Christians—you’ll feel “at home” 
with other folks all with a common 
interest. 

The Reverend Ralph L. Keiper 
will be your escort and spiritual 
leader, and Mrs. Keiper will act as 
your hostess. 

Send now for our folder giving a 
complete description and the cost of 
the trip, which includes all necessary 
expenses en route—there’s nothing 
more to pay. Do it now—and enroll 
early—reservations will be limited. 











Use the coupon or write for further information. 
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The Rev. Ralph L. Keiper, Contributing Editor 
ETERNITY 
1716 Spruce St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Please send free folder describing your all-expense Scenic Western Tour. 
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Orange Grove—Southern California 


Fisherman's Wharf—San Francisco 
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A LETTER TO 


OUR READERS 





Dear Reader: 


Those of you who responded to 
the recent fifth anniversary offer of 
ETERNITY will be interested to hear 
about the phenomenal results of 
this effort. 


Just through mailing a simple, 
inexpensive circular letter to the 
readers of ETERNITY and the list of 
former subscribers, there are now 
well over 3,000 new members of 
the magazine family. At last count, 
the tired-but-happy Circulation De- 
partment reported that the tally had 
exceeded the 3,500 mark. For those 
who know anything about direct 
mail efforts, the response was better 
than 9 per cent, which is about 
three times normal expectancy for 
such a mailing. 


While the fifth anniversary offer 
permitted our friends to send in 
five new six-month subscriptions 
for $5.00, no limit was placed on 
the number of subscriptions that 
could be sent in. One good friend 
forwarded a total of 28 subscrip- 
tions and many others sent more 
than five. 


While quite a large percentage 
of the new names added would be 
classified as gift subscriptions, some 
of our readers sold subscriptions to 
their friends and neighbors, making 
them “paid-by-subscriber” subscrip- 


tions. 
* * = 


But activity of the Evangelical 
Foundation has not stopped at the 
doors of the various departments of 
ETERNITY. A book could be written 
about all the preparation that has 
gone into the television program 
that will be aired in the fall. (We'll 
tell you about this in a later letter.) 


Work on the flood of mail from 
the burgeoning Bible Study Hour 
never ceases and last but not least 
is the extensive Bible conference 
program in which Dr. Barnhouse 
has been engaged. 


It would be impossible to list all 
of the engagements but certainly 
some of the outstanding meetings 
were held in First Presbyterian 
Church, Pittsburgh, and First Pres- 
byterian Church, Oklahoma City. A 
most successful union meeting was 
conducted in Birmingam, Ala., and 
a packed house was recorded for 
one of the great Southern Baptist 
Churches in Memphis—Union Ave- 
nue Baptist Church. More recently 
a most significant series of meetings 
was held in the Episcopal Cathedral 
in Cleveland, Ohio. 


Dr. Barnhouse will face a heavy 
schedule in the fall. One of the 
highlights of the autumn season 
will be the eight-day conference in 
Boston, sponsored jointly by Tre- 
mont Temple Baptist Church and 
Park Street Church. 


In the early part of 1956 Dr. 
Barnhouse will be preaching in a 
number of Southern Baptist Church- 
es, including the noted First Bap- 
tist Church of Amarillo, Texas, and 
union gatherings slated for Galves- 
ton and other centers. 


Pastors interested in inviting Dr. 
Barnhouse to conduct Bible confer- 
ences, would do well to communi- 
cate with my colleague, Mr. Russell 
T. Hitt, who cares for all conference 
arrangements. 





Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 


Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 








NEEDED AGAIN... 


International 
Congress 
on Prophecy 


NOVEMBER 6-13, 1955 
at the 


Calvary Baptist Church 


123 West 57th Street New York City 


© To break the doubtful silence 
left by the Evanston assembly 
on such vital subjects as: 











The true meaning of the Kingdom 
of God 

The nature and sphere of the King- 
ship of Christ 

The validity of the promises made 
by God to Israel 


It is highly significant that the 
two principal points of disunity 
at Evanston had to do with the 
Lord’s Supper and the Hope of 
Israel, subjects of deepest pro- 
phetic importance. 


© To clear the air with reference 
to: 


The Hope of the Church 
The imminency of Christ’s return 
The final destiny of the redeemed 
The doctrine of the Rapture 
The Great Tribulation 
The perplexed world waits for a 
clear pronouncement concerning 
ct an in history. 
The Church needs to be reassur- 
red that not calamity but the 
appearing of Christ will climax 
her career on the earth. 
25 Renowned Christian leaders 
will discuss these themes in the light 
of the revealed Word. 


COMMITTEE 


Dr. WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
Dr. V. RAYMOND EDMAN 
Dr. ALBERT G. JOHNSON 
Dr. AtvA J. McCLAIN 
Dr. J. PALMER MUNTZ 
Dr. Joun S. WimBisH 


Write for full information: 
DR. A. B. MACHLIN 





AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
For 

JEWISH EVANGELISM 

Dept. E Winona Lake, Indiana 
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NOW AND LATER 


What better time than the month of 
June to begin a series of three articles 
on Christian marriage. 

That’s the reason for using the pic- 
ture of the beautiful bride on the cover. 
The young men among our readership 
will save their time by not writing to 
learn the identity of the girl. This secret 
is locked forever in the editorial depart- 
ment files. 





The author of “Whom God Hath 
Joined” is the Rev. Dwight H. Small, 
executive pastor of Tenth Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, and a member of 
our official family. Mr. Small has pre- 
sented for us the substance of a series 
of lectures which he has given before 
young people’s groups, Bible institute 
and college classes, youth conferences 
and Inter-Varsity gatherings. We pre- 
vailed upon him to let ETERNITY present 
them in print. Later they probably will 
be reprinted in pamphlet form. 

The subsequent installments are en- 
titled “The Christian Interpretation of 
Sex” and “Christian Married Love.” 





For the serious reader—and we trust 
that this means a large share of the 
Erernity family—there is condensation 
of a speech delivered by Dr. Carl F. H. 
Henry of the Fuller Theological Semi- 
nary Faculty, at the recent N. A. E. Con- 
vention in Chicago. 

It isn’t frothy but we believe it is the 
best thing written yet on the comparison 
of Communism and Capitalism from a 
Biblical standpoint. Only the Bible has 
the answer for a moral economic philos- 


ophy. 





Dr. Barnhouse’s New York Bible 
Class in St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
46th Street west of Eighth Avenue, 
continues to meet on Monday eve- 
nings at 7:45 even during his absence. 








JUNE, 1955 
magazine of Christian truth 


eternity 





VOL. .6, No.' 6! 


DoNnaLp Grey BaRNHOusE, Editor $a 


Russett T. Hirt, Executive Editor 
Rap L. KEIPer 


Book Review Editor 
Epna H. Finx 


Circulation Manager 


Howarp W. OursLER 
Consulting Editor 

CHARLES REED 
Art Consultant 


Mary A. BENNETT 
Managing Editor 
HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 
Sunday School Lessons 








CONTENTS 
EDITORIALS : 
Let ‘Fruath, Be Forces: Brae Beene 2a ip cis natn ctnoais scgasc Soc ditapite Speake eR 8 
Distortion; SOG saat Wibmmale. 6525 o2iis.,..S. gaieneutkatcunea Rome 9 
ARTICLES 
Whom God Hath Joined, by Dwight H. Small o............ccccscsccsessessessestenesseneens 6 
Emergency. Call) Gy: REGpOl Teg 0. cis Li sicsasctesehmationssn cgbtgnicuts loanstansTegganagians 10 
Christianity and the Economic Crisis, by Carl F. H. Henry ..........0...cc0sses0-s000s 14 
Meditations in the Book of Isaiah, by Donald Grey Barnhouse ...............00+ 16 
Mental Illness and Christian Faith, by Orville S. Walters ............cc00000+ 18 
Archeology and the Apocalypse, by E. M. Blgikloch ...........cccccssssssseseeneenesvens 20 
The Invisible War: The World, the Flesh, and the Devil, Part 1 
Sey Dooralel pay OTN N ea ssocnceseseasaesnisnscicnsovioncebostacesssaegeeeeeaael 22 
DEPARTMENTS 
WRINRERN WW Cm. CHA IN oss sae nds cnausystipasscdsscseschomstheencaaesis ce Ae 12 
Stashdlny: Schiool- Dae 35 55255, Peace ands pokes feocestaktinnsassehilaaeesse etna 24 
New: Baoks. ......22255.. iisscieclads,- cect hae eae a Dees ci $2 
DEDICATION 
Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 


be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
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*FAMILY NEEDS* 


Unusual opportunity: Dentist’s sudden 
death forces. sale of modern office complete 
with laboratory in popular downtown 
building, Kansas City, Missouri. Many years 
established large and active practice. Pres- 
ent technician and assistant available but 
optional. Write 1123 E. 77th Street, Kansas 
City, Missouri. 
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The first in a series on 


WHOM GOD 


By Dwight H. Small 





gested by Socrates to his students when he said: “By all 

means marry! If you get a good wife, you will be twice 
blessed; if you get a poor wife, you will become a philoso- 

her.” 

r Biblically conceived, Christian marriage is a radical thing! 
It is radical from every secular standard, both in its basic 
philosophy and consequently in its applied psychology. By 
all popular concepts, it deviates in its goal and in its means 
of achieving that goal. It points to a different center around 
which all is to find unity and cohesion and purpose. This 
unifying center is the Person of Christ! Yes, it takes three 
to make a marriage. Christ the Lord is the third dimension 
in the Biblical concept of marriage. 


The Central Problem 


Moreover, Christ is not merely the unifying center, but 
He is the adequate force that can meet fully and finally the 
central problem in marriage, namely, the ultimate selfish- 
ness of each partner and of both together. Self-centeredness 
is tragically the chief problem of the Christian, and no- 
where is this accentuated more keenly than in the relation- 
ship of marriage where two self-centered lives confront each 
other in the most self-revealing terms. In marriage, where 
it is most crucial, it is most manifest that human relations 
constantly fail to fulfill the Christian ideal; worse, there is 
constant and willful sin against the ideal. It is not possible 
for one in himself to leave at the marriage altar his rights 
to independent, self-directed existence. The ideal and the 
responsibility of marriage are found to be too great; the 
love, the wisdom, and the strength are found to be too 
little. 

The Biblical concept thus intimates a larger personal 
identification with Christ as the unifying center. But more 
than this. For the Christian, not only the dynamic center of 
life, but also the final object of life, is Christ. Similarly, 
there is a divine purpose to which marriage is subservient, 
a divine purpose which provides ultimate meaning and 
direction. It is outside of the persons themselves, and is 
unattainable by human standards or by human strength. 
This purpose fully corresponds to man’s total nature as a 
Spiritual as well as physical, mental, and social being. As 
man is spiritual in his highest purpose. And as man is not 


T: philosophy of marriage is far deeper than that sug- 
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Christian marriage 


HATH JOINED 


an end in himself, neither is marriage an end in itself. Mar- 
riage is a fulfillment, yet paradoxically that fulfillment be- 
comes an instrument of God for still higher fulfillments. 


A Heavenly Union Symbolized 


Scripture teaches that marriage was the first divine in- 
stitution given to man. Moreover, it was given before sin 
entered the race. Primarily it was God's provision for a 
need which existed in man when as yet he knew no sin or 
separation from God. In man’s creature-loneliness there was 
need for union and communion that was deeper far than a 
mere social need. His union with God was to be symbolized 
and expressed in a unique earthly union. Marital union 
and communion between a man and a woman was to be 
that unique relation between beings similar yet different 
that could in turn represent the perfect and indissoluble 
union and communion between man and God. How exalted 
is God’s purpose in marriage! 

When sin entered the race, every relationship in God’s 
original design was altered. Marriage was perpetuated with 
a modified purpose. Now it must represent union and com- 
munion of man and God through divine redemption. The 
earthly marriage union would represent the spiritual union 
of the redeemed person with his Redeemer. It would reflect 
in earthly experience the relation between the earthly bride 
and the Heavenly Bridegroom. To this end marriage itself 
must be redeemed Until it fulfills this divine intent there 
must necessarily be much of problem and conflict. 

In this amazing correspondence between salvation and 
marriage God intends that salvation should teach us.what 
is essential in marriage, and that marriage in turn should 
teach us what is essential in salvation. The essence of both 
is a unique union and communion created and maintained 
by redemptive grace. Both the narrowness and the breadth 
of Christian marriage is to be gauged by this correspondence 
This at once establishes its proper humility and its proper 


glory. 
Failure in Marriage 
Before further developing this thesis, some faulty ideas 


must be dispatched. First, marriages do not fail; people fail! 
When marriages do not work, it is because the persons in 


the marriage do not work. If a marriage of Christians fails, 
it is due either to ignorance of God’s purpose, or violation 
of it, or simply failure to appropriate the enabling power 
of Christ. 

Again, true marriage is more than finding the right per- 
son; it is being the right person. But one can be the right 
person only when in right relation to the Lord Jesus Christ 
and to oneself. This involves bringing the self-life to terms 
at Calvary; the old life is dealt with in co-crucifixion with 
Christ, and a new life in Him taken up. Only Christ the 
Lord of my life can be Christ the Lord of my marriage. 

The highest secular concept of marriage is that of To- 
GETHERNESS. This concept follows many patterns but can be 
reduced to its principle. It embraces the idea of combining 
careers, of sharing two lives. It carries the thought of “being 
made for each other,” and is sometimes called “a match.” 
(Perhaps it is called “a match” because it is easy to make 
light of it!) It is, at any rate, the attempt to merge two lives 
without losing or changing anything in either. Or, if neces- 
sary, it can be modified on this plan: “You give up 50% 
of your desire and will, and I will give up 50% of my de- 
sire and will, and we will have:a combined 100% remain- 
ing.” This is commendable, since the hardest thing to give 
is “in.” However, it is a faulty human device, and actually 
the principle of TOGETHERNESS carries within itself the 
root-cause of marriage failure. It is rather like the letter of 
the bridegroom to the manager of the honeymoon hotel 
with this request: “Have you suitable accommodations 
where I can put up with my wife?” 


Complement and Conflict 


In every marriage there is of necessity the existence of 
two opposing principles: completion and competition. It is’ 
fulfillment, but always imperfect fulfillment. There is both 
complement and conflict. A first lesson is to understand 
realistically that this is ordained of God for a wise purpose. 
Human love since the fall is inherently tragic, for it is the 
conjunction and consequence clash of two wills-to-power. 
Each marriage partner challenges the freedom and self-love 
of the other as it has never been challenged before. Tension 
is created at the deepest possible level, and the only solu- 


(Continued on page 39) 
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LET TRUTH BE FREE 


The Post Office Department recently 
wrote a letter to George Sokolsky telling 
how he could secure delivery of some 
Russian magazines that he had ordered 
and paid for. He reacted properly. He 
wrote a letter to the Department point- 
ing out that he did not have to make 
special arrangements for magazines and 
books that he ordered from England, 
and that he did not want to be treated 
like a child. “The theory of your letter,” 
he wrote, “is that, for one reason or an- 
other, I am entitled to a special privi- 
lege. But I do not like privilege. I want 
these publications because I subscribed 
to them. They can do me no greater 
harm than some American publications 
I buy. If I am to be saved from my 
reading habits, I do not want it done 
by the Post Office, the business of which 
is to deliver the mails.” 


Sokolsky cannot be called a Commun- 
ist, pro-Communist, fellow traveler, or 
even a liberal. His record shows that he 
is a convinced conservative. And, says 
he, “When I oppose the policy of the 
Post Office of increasing ignorance by re- 
fusing to permit Russian publications to 
pass through the mails, it is only as a 
constant and consistent opponent of 
Marxism, Leninism, Communism, Social- 
ism, whatever you want to call it. My 
reason: I want to know what I am talk- 
ing about when I oppose the Russian 
conspiracy. I cannot know what I am 
talking about unless I have freedom to 
read what the other side publishes.” 

He is quite right. To establish a Post 
Office censorship on what Americans 
read is intolerable. It is wrong to use 
Russian methods to advance or protect 
American liberties. 


The same principle applies through- 


out all of life. Christians should never 
be afraid of any truth. Milton wrote, 
“Truth is strong, next to the Almighty; 
she needs no policies, no stratagems, nor 
licensings to make her victorious; those 
are the shifts and the defences that error 
uses against her power: give her but 
room, and do not bind her when she 
sleeps, for then she speaks not true... . 
Who ever knew truth put to the worse 
in a free and open encounter?” 


This is why Christians need never be 
afraid. We are not afraid of rationalistic 
philosophy. We are not afraid of atheis- 
tic evolution. We are not afraid of cyn- 
ical denials of truth. We are not afraid 
of subtle distortions of truth. In the 
long run the Holy Spirit is going to 
cause to triumph His purposes in the 
life of each individual who has been 
committed to Christ. Christ is the truth 
(John 14:6), and all truth is from God, 
whether it is mathematical truth, chemi- 
cal truth, botanical truth, or any other 
kind of truth. 


Three or four hundred years ago there 
were Christians who trembled for the 
ark of God and thought that Christian- 
ity would be destroyed if it were ac- 
cepted that the sun was the center of 
our solar system and that the earth was 
round. Did not the Bible say “from the 
rising of the sun to the going down of 
the same” (Psa. 50:1)? Was not that 
enough? We all know that the sun does 
not “rise” yet there are more people be- 
lieving in the Bible now than there were 
those centuries ago. Today there are peo- 
ple who are just as frightened at the 
thought that the earth might be several 
hundred million years old. They are 
really trembling for Ussher’s chronologi- 
cal system. It may well be that their 
great-grandchildren will look upon them 
with the same tender sympathy with 
which we now look on those of the past 


Is Jesus Lord of your lips? 


who thought that their little mis-inter- 
pretation of truth was truth itself. Truth 
is its own witness, and it has no fear ex- 
cept being silenced. Truth will always 
be victorious. To know any part of 
truth imposes a burden upon the one 
who knows: that truth must be received 
and acknowledged and followed. Yes, 
followed; for everything that is truth is 
a link in a chain that leads to more 
truth. Not to follow is to be intellectual- 
ly lazy, which is, therefore, spiritual sin. 
And it is that sin which makes people 
atraid of truth. 


FOR BRIDES 


The most important thing that any 
woman can do is to influence her chil- 
dren. The Jesuits have long said that if 
they have a child until he is seven, they 
do not care who has him after that. The 
Hindus ask for only five years of a 
child’s life. 


One of the most fascinating pages in 
Toynbee’s monumental history is that 
in which he gives acknowledgements and 
thanks. After thanking Marcus Aurelius 
for teaching him to return thanks to his 
benefactors, he writes, ““To my Mother, 
for making me an Historian. My Mother 
awakened in me a life-long interest in 
History by communicating to me her 
own interest in it at a very early stage 
of my life. At the youngest age to which 
my memory can travel back, I was al- 
ready possessed, thanks to what my 
Mother had by then already done for 
me, by a love for History which has 
never left me. If my Mother had not 
given my mind—and heart too—this early 
bent, I am sure that I should not ever 
have written this book; so she bears 
some responsibility for the undertaking.” 


In other places Toynbee mentions a 
set of Gilbert Murray’s translations of 
the Greek dramatists, “given me by my 
Mother.” Again we read, “My Mother 
introduced me to Robert Browning .. . 
in the Christmas holidays of A.D. 1905-6, 
my Mother and I read Browning to- 
gether. I can remember the evening, in 
the lamplight, when she opened a vol- 
ume and said: ‘I will begin with My Star; 
I wonder what you will think of it.’ Her 
pleasure at the prospect of sharing her 
love of Browning’s poetry with me had 
opened my heart to the poet before I 
had heard a line.” Speaking elsewhere 
of a volume on Chaldean history he 
writes, “Arnold J. Toynbee, March 
1899, is inscribed in this volume in my 
Mother’s handwriting.” And later, “My 
Mother made me aware that there had 
been a Byzantine, as well as a Caroling- 
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ian Empire, and that the Normans had 
conquered Sicily as well as England.” 
And, “Under Campbell Dodgson’s aus- 
pices, my Mother and I spent many 
hours in the Print Room of the British 
Museum looking at Albrecht Diirer’s 
drawings and sketches.” 


And so it continues. I am writing all 
this down here with the thought that 
perhaps only one mother out of the 
many thousands who will have this mag- 
azine around the house, may read these 
lines and be fired to a realization of her 
responsibility toward the lives she brings 
into this world. First, of course, for the 
Christian mother, will be the all-impor- 
tant privilege of leading the child to 
Christ. There should be the moments 
of reading the Scripture to the child— 
moments that should come every day. 
But in addition to that which is the 
most important there are a thousand 
things that a mother can do for a child. 
A mother should show the child the 
heart of flowers in spring, the curve of 


branches against the sky, the quality of - 


clouds at evening, and the thousand 
sights and sounds that are in nature. A 
mother should see that a child has a 
ferocious appetite for reading and that 
he learns to prize books infinitely above 
the radio and television. A mother 
should bring discipline to the child’s 
life and see that he is in bed on time, 
with the lights out, and with a phono- 
graph playing the great masterpieces of 
classical music, which the child will ab- 
sorb as he drifts off to sleep. 


A mother must turn her child’s tastes 
away from the comic book and the com- 
monplace and point him toward all that 
is great and noble and good. ‘The Chris- 
tian mother will daily surrender her 
heart, her mind, and her time to the 
Lord that He may do through her the 
main thing for which she is put here on 
earth. I do not expect that all who read 
this will attempt to put it into practice. 
A few will start and will fall back into 
old ways. The selfish will still turn the 
child over to the TV as an inexpensive 
baby-sitter. But there may be one 
mother, I might even hope for two, 
whose sons will become great in the 
sight of the Lord because the mothers 
have read these words. 


DISTORTION » 


A close friend of mine who is the 
Editor of one of the outstanding con- 
servative Christian publications has sent 
me a copy of a form letter that was sent 
to him and, evidently, to other Christian 
publications. The letter was a distorted 
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attack on a news item that we published 
in our column “A Window on the 
World.” 


In our February issue we printed as a 
news item the fact that the Christian 
Prime Minister of Japan had visited Ja- 
pan’s foremost Shinto shrine and had 
paid homage to the sun goddess, reviving 
a pre-World-War-II tradition. We then 
commented that sincere Christians are 
divided on the meaning of the act, 
“There are those who say that this act 
of homage constitutes worship to a de- 
mon god, while there are others who 
claim that the act is roughly similar to 
saluting the flag.” After a paragraph 
presenting evidence that the etymology 
of the language used in some of our 
finest American patriotic practices shows 
their derivation from pagan practices, 
we concluded, “Since there are those who 
claim that a similar transformation is 


now taking place in Japanese customs” 


the, matter seems to be an individual 
one, left squarely up to the conscience 
of each man. God knows whether there 
is faithfulness to Him in the heart of 
any individual, and the individual an- 
swers to God alone.” I concluded by 
asking believers to pray for the Oriental 
leaders who are professing Christians. 


The form letter sent out by a small 
group of believers in ‘Japan who are un- 
doubtedly godly, sincere believers, pre- 
sents a distortion of this which is 
ghastly, and all the more so since we 
have always taken the position which is 
generally theirs. In the days of the great 
obeisance controversy in Korea when 
the Japanese controlled that land, I 
was the one who secured and published 
what was accepted by all the conservative 
missionaries in Japan and Korea as the 
ultimate in the presentation of the argu- 
ments that Christians ought not to parti- 
cipate in shrine worship. In fact, if the 
men who wrote this present form letter 
to religious editors will refer to the 
July, 1938, issue of Revelation, they will 
find much stronger arguments for their 
position than any they have set forth at 
present. 


The form letter ends, “We trust that 
Christians in neither America nor Japan 
will be misled by the very erroneous con- 
cept contained in the Eternity editorial.” 
The Editor of Eternity trusts that no 
Christians will be misled by the very er- 
roneous concept contained in the form 
letter. Note that we did not publish this 
on the Editorial page but on a news 
page. If we had been writing about af- 
fairs in Latin America, we might have 
said, “Roman Catholics hold one posi- 
tion and Protestants another.” This 


Spread the gospel to the ends of the earth—begin next door 


would not have been misinterpreted, we 
hope, as our espousal of the cause of: 
Rome! It is unfortunate that some good,’ 
well-meaning brethren in Christ seem.to._ 
lack the intellectual critical faculty of 
understanding the meaning of plain 
words, and it is even more unfortunate 
that in circularizing the religious press 
they did not have the fairness to present 
all that had been said in favor of their 
own position but seized only the phrases 
that suited their purpose. 


I am well aware of the nature of 
Shinto shrine worship, and I have al- 
ways held that a truly informed Chris- 
tian should have no part in it. But we 
must be honest and not force the con- 
science of those who sincerely believe 
that there is a transition going on in 
Japan similar to that which took place 
in Rome in the fourth century when old 
pagan institutions were being trans- 
formed in a slow process which may be 
illustrated by the changing of the Satur- 
nalia to Christmas. 


SOS FROM BRAZIL 


Many of our readers may be aware of 
the tremendous spiritual movement that 
is taking place in niany parts of Latin 
America, notably in Brazil. Tens of 
thousands of people have joined Protest- 
ant churches in the last few years, and 
there is every evidence that many of 
these have been truly saved. 


Bob McIntire, a stalwart evangelical, 
has been loaned to the churches of Brazil 
to head up their radio, television, and 
audio-visual work. We have given to 
him master tapes of all of the music that 
has been recorded for the Portable 
Church Seryices and also some tape ma- 
chines. He has placed the latter with 
different radio stations which do not 
have this type of equipment and which 
have given him an exchange free time 
for gospel programs. 

He writes that he can place fifty of 
these tape play-back machines to advant- 
age in a way that will allow thousands of 
people to hear the gospel. We can send 
these machines for $50 each. Their re- 
tail price in the stores would be ap- 
proximately twice this amount. Perhaps 
some of our readers would like to have 
such a machine operating in Brazil as 
their missionary there. If you cannot give 
$50 perhaps you can give a few dollars 
to buy some tapes. This is an urgent 
need. Checks should be made out to The 
Evangelical Foundation and marked 
“For Brazil.” 
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Two Wycliffe planes taxiing before take-off from jungle base to take missionaries to Peruvian stations. 


nother Latin American government has signed a contract 
inviting members of the Wycliffe Bible Translators, 


through the facilities of the Summer Institute of Liguis- 
tics, to enter among its Indian tribes to study the unwritten 
languages, reduce them to written form, provide the gov- \ 


ernment with scientific analyses and dictionaries, prepare 
primers to teach the natives to read, and finally, translate 
the Bible into these aboriginal tongues. 


Bolivia, referred to as the “Tibet of America” by the 
National Geographic Magazine, has provided this new open 
d door. It has cities over 12,000 feet above sea level, and in 
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contrast, many square miles of unexplored jungle in which 
live tribes seldom contacted by white man. Many good mis- 
sions are working in Bolivia with Spanish-speaking people 
and in some cases, with tribes of the periphery of the 
jungle area. It is especially to interior jungle tribes the 
proposed plan extends. 
South America has been described as a land of “explod- 
ing population” and the coming “land of opportunity.” 
This jungle area will shortly be one of the most desired 
oe sections of the world because of its untapped resources and 
Jungle of Bolivia Shouts fertile soil. Now is the time to search an the Indians and 
introduce the message of life before other less beneficial 
elements of our civilization reach them. 

Such a step as this, answering the gracious invitation of 
the progressive government of Bolivia, will require the 
urgent and active participation of prayer warriors from 
By HAROLD KEY among the Christian public at home. In order that such 

prayers may be “with knowledge and understanding,” here 
are some of the urgent needs: 


Challenge of Missionary Opportunity 
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. Candidates who fall in several cat- 


egories—linguists, doctors, nurses, 
school teachers, aviators, aviation 
mechanics, radio technicians, build- 
ers, artists, printers, bookkeepers, 
agriculturalists, as well as others. 


. Equipment to open such a new 
branch. The work could start with- ° 


out these items but would progress 
only as quickly as provision is 
made for acquiring them. 


. Airplanes to be used to expedite 


jungle survey and location of the 
missionary-linguists. One-hour 
flight in the air is roughly equival- 
ent to one week of travel on foot. 
Literally months of a missionary’s 
time can be saved by the use of 
modern transportation methods. 


. Where planes are in use there must 


be certain spare parts and repair 
facilities present to keep them in 
serviceable condition. Radio send- 
ing and receiving sets with small 
generators would be useful in keep- 
ing the central base informed of 
any emergency or special needs of 
any outlying field station. 


. The central base could make good 


use of a larger generator to supply 
electricity for general use. 


. A refrigerator should be available 


in the jungle area to preserve 
medical supplies and protect food. 


. There is always need for many 


kinds of tools, both building and 
mechanical, office supplies and 
equipment, jeeps, and for some 
limited river trips, outboard 
motors. 


Wes Thiessen translates the Word of God into the language 
of the Bora Indians. Note the jaguar teeth necklace. 











With these things in mind, pray earnestly that the Lord 


of the harvest will send forth His workers,.and further, that. 


such workers be faithful stewards of this opportunity. 


The Christian culture area to which we belong possesses 
everything we need to deliver the Word of God to every 
man, woman, and child in the world in this generation if 
we would only apply ourselves to the task. We have now 
all the rules and theories necessary to reduce every lan- 
guage to writing (although this does not mean we now 
have all the linguistic answers). 


We have the transportation facilities to deliver death by 
bombs to any part of the earth in a few hours. We could 
just as easily be delivering life. We have all the wealth 
necessary to send missionaries and printed portions of the 
Word to the down-trodden peoples, but last year we pre- 
ferred to spend more on Christmas trees and tinsel than the 
total missionary budget for the whole year. As mentioned in 
2 Corinthians 8:5, we must give first our own selves to 
God’s purposes. 


In the twenty years of existence of the Wycliffe Bible 
Translators they have grown to have a membership of over 
five hundred on the field, but with over 1,000 languages 
yet to be written down, analyzed, and to receive the Word 
of God, the job has just begun and over 2,000 more trans- 
lators are now needed, besides the supporting personnel 
and faithful praying constituency at home. It is possible 
this year will see the completion of the sixth New Testa- 
ment, besides other single books, Bible portions, Bible 
stories, and such literacy aids as dictionaries, grammars, 
number and health books, and primers. 


This group endeavors to be of service, not only to the 
aboriginal peoples by helping them to escape from super- 
stition and fears of witch doctors, and to governments by 
helping provide a literate citizenship, but also to evangeli- 
cal missions working in difficult field circumstances. An il- 


' (Continued on page 37) 


A Shipido mother making pottery on the floor of her home. 


This tribe flattens babies’ foreheads as a beauty aid. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD > 





Edited by Donald Grey Barnhouse and Russell T. Hitt 


Revision of United Nations Charter May Peril U. S. Freedom 
New Step in Church Union Taken by Lutheran Leaders in India 


Formosa Christian College Opens with Pre-Freshman Class of 146 


ONE WORLD 

There are very important decisions 
coming before our nation in the next 
few months and relatively few of our 
citizens are aware of the implications of 
what is about to happen. It should be 
realized that any treaty made by our 
nation with some foreign nation, when 
once ratified by the Senate, becomes the 
law of the land, and that it cannot be 
set aside, even by the Supreme Court of 
the United States. There are now care- 
fully made plans to revise and amend 
the Charter of the United Nations. If 
the proposals that are now being con- 
sidered were once accepted and passed 
there would be vast changes in our rela- 
tionship to the rest of the world; and 
these changes would affect our internal 
life as well. For example, the Second 
London Parliamentary Conference on 
World Government recommends the fol- 
lowing for inclusion in the Charter of 
the UN. “Membership in UN should be 
open to all nations of the world, and all 
must be urged to join. Once member- 
ship has been accepted, continued mem- 
bership must be compulsory. There must 
be no right of secession.” This would, 
of course, bring Red China in at once. 
The plan further provides for “complete, 
simultaneous, universal and enforceable 
disarmament.” 

Such proposals are in the air, and 
though not likely to pass at once it 
should be realized that their proponents 
will constantly keep pushing, a little 
here, a little there, for such is the meth- 
od of those who work in the direction of 
the One World idea. 


CHURCH UNION IN INDIA 

A report from Bangalore, India, tells 
of a recommendation by committees of 
the Church of South India and the Luth- 
eran Churches in India, that the two 
shall establish “pulpit and altar fellow- 
ship.” That is, the ministers of each 
church shall preach freely in both, and 
there shall be reciprocal communion 
privileges for members of either church. 
It is proposed that the two churches 
“recognize one another as believing in 


12 Do not pray for tasks equal to your power; 


preaching the essentials of the Christian 
faith in obedience to the Scriptures and 
as duly ministering the Sacraments ac- 
cording to Christ’s ordinance, and thus 
corporately within the one holy Catholic 
and apostolic church.” Under the new 
agreement members of either church, 
moving to communities where there is 
no church of their group, will be freely 
received by the other. While each de- 
nomination reserves the right to judge 
the spiritual and intellectual qualifica- 
tions of any individual minister, each 
church accepts the ordination of the 
other. 

The most promising feature about this 
necessary move in a country where the 
Christian forces are less than two per 
cent of the population, and where union 
is of vital importance, is that the Luth- 
eran churches in this agreement are the 
daughter churches of the Missouri Synod 
missionaries. These men from Con- 
cordia, in St. Louis, have taken a states- 
manlike view of the imperious needs of 
the church in India and have been will- 
ing to discuss compromise on secondary 
points while maintaining an unswerving 
loyalty on all important doctrinal mat- 
ters. Best of all, perhaps, is that there 
has been agreement on what is impor- 
tant and what is less important. 


FORMOSA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 

A group of Christian leaders is pro- 
ceeding to the establishment of the For- 
mosa Christian College in the town of 
Chung Lee, 25 miles south of the capital, 
Taipeh. A piece of land comprising 76 
acres with the incompleted buildings of 
a proposed agricultural college has been 
secured. The local authorities granted 
the land and buildings, and put a roof 
on the main building, and put in the 
windows, doors, stairways, and railings 
and constructed a new driveway into 
the property. The mission leaders who 
signed the contract with the Chinese, 
agreed to do the interior plastering, elec- 
tric installations, plumbing, kitchens, 
and furnishings. 

The moving spirit behind the college 
is the Rev. Dr. James R. Graham, noted 


missionary leader. Dr. Graham, born in 
China of missionary parents, speaks 
Chinese as well as English and better 
than myriads of Chinese. He is aided in 
his efforts by the Rev. James Dickson, a 
missionary of the Canadian Presbyterian 
Church, and the Rev. Fred Jarvis. The 
college hopes to educate not only young 
people of Formosa, but to draw in youth 
from the whole of Indonesia and south- 
east Asia. 

Although the college will not open 
formally until fall, on March 7 the 
school became a going concern. A pre- 
freshman class of 146—122 men and 24 
women—has already enrolled. 

Before securing registration with the 
Nationalist Chinese Government it is ne- 
cessary that a $500,000 endowment fund 
be deposited in banks in Formosa. A St. 
Louis business man, Mr. Mark Andrews, 
145 Grand Ave., St. Louis, Mo., is offer- 
ing, free, the facilities of his office em- 
ployees to handle all office and clerical 
features of the Formosa Christian Col- 
lege Association, and to provide a care- 
fully controlled audit for tax allowances. 
Pending the incorporation of this asso- 
ciation the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association will issue receipts for tax 
purposes for any large donations de- 
signed for the Formosa venture. There 
can be no doubt that such a college 
would be of great spiritual strategic im- 
portance. 


A SECRET RECEIVER 

We know that false religions are from 
Satan. We have long held that the lead- 
ers of the cults are either demon-led or 


are men who, with tongue in cheek, 


knowingly lie to their deluded followers 
for reasons_of financial gain. The truth 
of the latter thesis has been recently 
illustrated- by the double suicide of a 
man and wife who had made a very 
profitable business out of a fake religion. 
James B. Schafer had served three years 
in Sing Sing prison, ending in 1945, for 
bilking a follower out of $9,000. At that 
time he was head of a cult known as 
the Church of the Radiant Life. Other 
titles he used included chief messenger 
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of the Center of Peace Forum of the 
Truth Church of the Royal Fraternity of 
Master Metaphysicians, and head of the 
Cosmic Network of Secret Givers. He was 
evidently a secret receiver for he had 
built up a modest fortune from his work. 
Lately, he conducted a correspondence 
school, the American School of Meta- 
physics. In a suicide note to his daughter, 
he and his wife said “There is no other 
way out.” It reminded me of the boy 
in the Bible whose demon flung him oft 
into the fire and oft into the water. 


CORRECTION — 
Through incorrect information that 


came to the editors, it was stated in the 
Editor’s “A Survey of 1954” (ETERNITY, 
January, 1955) that Wang Ming Tao, 
noted Chinese evangelical leader, had 
been executed by the Chinese Reds. 
This information reportedly had been 
broadcast by Radio Peiping. 

Later reports which have come to us 
from very dependable sources inside 
China indicate that the earlier informa- 
tion was erroneous and Wang Ming Tao 
is still alive and carrying on a witness 
for Christ: We are thankful to God for 
this later and, we believe, authentic in- 
formation. 


MERLE FULLER LAUNCHES NEW CAMP 
Highland Lake Bible’ Conference at 


Highland Lake, N. Y., has added a chil- 
dren’s camp to its enlarging program. 
The new Harmony Heart Camp is lo- 
cated just off Route 6 between Carbon- 
dale and Scranton, Pa., on a 28-acre site 
along the shore of Heart Lake. 

The camp, which will serve children 
between the ages of 8 and 14, is center- 
ed in a modern steam-heated hotel 
known as Harmony Heart Lodge. There 
are accommodations for 150 ‘children, 
according to Evangelist Merle Fuller, 
director. 


THE WORRY CLINIC 
A-subscriber sends us three columns 


published in a Pittsburgh paper and 
written by Dr. George Crane, under the 
title of “The Worry Clinic,” asking com- 
ment. The three columns all include the 
idea that there are possibly 100,000,000 
other planets, like earth, so that “they 
are either inhabited or 2t least inhabit- 
able!” Dr. Crane considers that those 
who die from our earth may go on to 
some other earth, better or worse than 
ours, depending on how the individual 
has lived here on earth. 

It is the old false doctrine of reincar- 
nation with a new twist. The subsequent 
lives, instead of being lived on this earth, 
are to be lived on other planets. In John 
8 we are told that the issues of eternity 
are settled in this life. Each individual 
who has lived on our planet will be 
raised from the dead by Christ, “every 
man in his own order.” For those who 
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have been born again, “to be absent 
from the body is to be present with the 
Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8). For the lost it is 
“if ye die in your sins, whither I go ye 
cannot come” (John 8:21). 

Furthermore, from a purely scientific 
point of view, Dr. Crane is hopelessly 
outvoted by prominent scientists. In a 
recent series of broadcasts on the BBC, 
Aldous Huxley gave the most modern 
evidence that there is no known planet 
with atmosphere, and that the best in 
science holds that there is no life on 
other planets. But looking at the matter 
from the point of the Bible, we can cer- 
tainly draw some conclusions: if there 
‘is life on any other planet, it is either in 
subjection to God or in rebellion against 
God. If it is in subjection to God, there 
is no problem. If it is in rebellion 
against God, it is either a part of the 
creation that was once subject to Luci- 
fer or it is not. If it is not, then, if any 
of its “inhabitants” were to be saved, 
they would have to be saved by a re- 
demption. The Bible tells us that Christ 
died “once for all.” Christ will never die 
again. For all these reasons we conclude 
that Dr. Crane has no Biblical or scien- 
tific basis for his ideas. 


DR. SMITH’S ANNIVERSARY 
Dr. Oswald J. Smith recently cele- 


brated his twenty-fifth anniversary as 
pastor of the People’s Church of To- 
ronto, Canada. The church was founded 
by Dr. Smith, and in the quarter cen- 
tury of its existence under his sole min- 
istry has raised $2,754,000 for missions. 
Its local budget runs around $39,000 a 
year, and its missions budget seven times 
this amount. 


MODERNISM IN GENEVA ‘ : 
Modernism has made great inroads in 


the past generation in the Geneva of 
John Calvin. The recent census showed 
100,290 Protestants; 91,620 Roman 
Catholics; 3,243 Jews; 2,569 of other 
faiths and 18,350 people who declare 
themselves to be without religion. 


PERON—JESUIT FEUD 
In spite of reports that the Peron- 


Jesuit feud had been settled in the Ar- 
gentine there are continuing reports of 
the liberal. advance of Peron decrees 
against Rome. In mid-April a decree of 
the Ministry of Education halted all in- 
struction in the Roman religion and in 
morals in all Argentine public schools. 
The Vatican daily paper called the news 
“grievous.” There are 1,000 parochial 
schools in the country and the bishops 
have announced that it will be necessary 
to close many of these on account of 
various measures taken or proposed by 
the government. 

There is an ardent campaign in the 
press for separation of Church and State. 


Pray for power equal to your tasks 


La Prensa, most important newspaper in 
the country, has suggested that a plebis- 
cite be held to decide whether the 
church should be disestablished. Epoca, 
another newspaper, has assailed . the 
Vatican newspaper for saying that there 
was a controversy in Argentina. There is 
none, Epoca said. It claimed the State 
merely was “using the rights it has over 
those who would interfere in things 
where they have no right.” 


TAXES IN RICHMOND 

The city of Richmond, Va., has de- 
cided that church organizations operat- 
ing as businesses must take out licenses 
and pay taxes. The first three cases in 
point were the Baptist Boarding House, 
the Y.M.C.A. canteen service, and the 
Episcopal Church annual lenten lunches. 


FORTY MILLION NEW TESTAMENTS 

Distribution of New Testaments to 
members of the armed forces of the 
United States has passed the forty mil- 
lion mark over the past century. This 
figure was marked by a ceremony in the 
Pentagon in Washington recently, at 
which Admiral Arthur W. Radford, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
accepted a New Testament from a secre- 
tary of the American Bible Society. 


EDUCATION IN SOUTH AFRICA 

The horrible government of South 
Africa continues its racial policies to out- 
rageous extremes. A law has been passed 
removing subsidies to church schools 
which have educated black children. 
More than 5,000 Protestant mission 
schools were taken over by the govern- 
ment on April Ist when the Bantu Edu- 
cation Act went into effect. Thousands 
of native children have stayed away from 
the new schools in protest. The Roman 
Catholic hierarchy refused to hand its 
schools over to the government and has 
announced its determination to raise 
enough “money privately to keep its 
schools going. The government has an- 
nounced its intention of educating the 
blacks to accept a permanently inferior 
status in South Africa. I am inclined to 
believe that the result will be about the 
same as if a law was passed ordering a 
volcano to explode with cream puffs 
instead of lava. The day is going to 


_ come when the Dutch of South Africa 


are going to reap the whirlwind. 


BIBLE LANDS ON WALLPAPER 

Wallpaper with maps of Biblical lands 
has been produced by a New York wall- 
paper manufacturer. The designs were 
created by Mrs. Christine McLaren of 
Des Moines. Five rolls of the wallpaper 
are required to complete a section de- 
voted to the Old Testament and two 
for the New Testament. 

END 
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CHRISTIANITY 
and the Economic Crisis 


BY CARL F. H. HENRY 


nomics: (1) The Nature of the Economic Crisis, (2) 

istianity and the Communistic Option, (3) Christian- 

ity and the Capitalistic Option, and (4) The Nature of the 
Evangelical Task. 


The Nature of the Economic Crisis 


The whole realm of economic life and activity has under- 
gone staggering changes in modern times, until it has pul- 
sated with explosive tensions. That the world is plagued 
by economic crisis is admitted today on all sides. But if we 
ask this generation what constitutes the crisis in the eco- 
nomic world, the answers are many; and they are not equal- 
ly profound. Many a pious businessman wonders only how 
best to reconcile self-interest and profits with the law of 
formal honesty under modern competitive conditions. Those 
who see larger issues debate the pro’s and con’s of private 
monopolies or semi-monopolies, of- the present distribution 
of materials and wealth, the question of private property 
or the profit motive, the present predicament of manage- 
ment and labor, or the issue of government in business. 

However important these concerns are, they are never- 
theless only secondary phases of the crisis. Christian ethics 
must have something to say about them. The crisis lies 
deeper than these surface problems. The real crisis in the 


| et us consider four phases of the present crisis in eco- 


realm of business and labor is the fact that the economic _ 


framework, taken alone and in isolation, is so widely re- 
garded today as the ultimate area of decision for the recov- 
ery of man and the world. The disengagement of economic 


-problems from the spiritual realm, the determination to 


find economic solutions while the religious problem is ig- 
nored or held in suspense, constitutes the prime crisis. 
On this, the basic spiritual nature of the economic crisis, 


Dr. Henry is a member of the faculty of the Fuller Theological 
Seminary, Pasadena, Calif. This is the substance of an address delivered 
in April, 1955, at the thirteenth annual convention of the National 
Association of Evangelicals in Chicago. 
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we dare not remain silent. All schemes of economic recovery 
which isolate economic thought and behavior from the spir- 
itual and moral world cannot secure human well-being, be- 
cause economic activity which is not in the service of God 
gravitates to the service of the demonic. 

The first question we must raise in the debate between 
Communism, Socialism, and Capitalism is therefore this: do 
you face the problem of the economic life within a context 
of moral and spiritual absolutes? While as a temporary 
social phenomenon Capitalism may be preferable to Social- 
ism, and Socialism to Communism, Christianity has no li- 
cense to dabble simply in the problem of the least objec- 
tionable social expedient. 

It is more than a matter of poor judgment to discuss the 
conflict between Communism and Capitalism solely on the 
economic level. It gives comfort to the Communist dogma 
that the primary decisions of human life are economic. 


What Communism says about God, man, and the world 
is the fundamentum from which its economic theory is 
forged. Only because Communism rejects supernatural prov- 
idence, can it champion economic determinism. Only be- 
cause it denies the reality of God, can it repose absolute 
property rights in the state. Only because it disowns sin, 
can it look for an historical utopia through the mere re- 
alignment of economic balances. Only because it repudiates 
life as a: personal stewardship can it assign all major eco- 
nomic decisions to the state. The anti-spiritual framework 
of Communism is the very basis on which Communist eco- 
nomics rests. 

The primary decision which Communism demands éven 
in the economic zone does not have to do with private prop- 
erty nor the profit motive, but rather is whether the inflex- 
ible law which controls human destiny is economic or 
spiritual, mechanical or moral, impersonal or personal. 

The only effective way to handle the dogma that religion 
is the workingman’s opiate is to show that Christian theism 
alone is the indispensable guarantee of the well-being of 
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man, in the economic zone of life as well as every other. 
The spiritual-moral dimension is the primary one, and by 
it all the economic theories will be judged—Capitalism and 
Socialism and Communism alike. It ‘can serve nothing but 
the Communist attack against the spiritual view of life for 
a Christian to allow himself to become engaged first in a 
running controversy over the desirability or undesirability 
of free enterprise or collectivism and to postpone this fund- 
amental point of contention. 

The fundamental question to be addressed to any of the 
professed alternatives to Communism, before the lesser dif- 
ferences are evaluated, is whether in the approach to the 
economic dilemma there is a genuine recognition of the 
objective reality of justice and the moral law, and of 
the priority of spiritual claims upon life. The basic question 
is not that of human dignity and individual rights, but the 
reality of changeless moral norms and the will of God. No 
theory which gives an ambiguous declaration at this point 
has a tight to expect in advance the favor of Christianity. 
Unless Capitalism makes plain that it approaches the eco- 
nomic problem with a concern for the world of spiritual 
and moral ultimates, it has no right to expect the support 
of the Christian conscience. Any economic philosophy, even 
an inferior one, may well prove a safer guide in the long 
run than one which affirms no moral base. 

The crisis in the economic world today is constituted by 
the fact that not only Communists, but non-Communists 
and anti-Communists, ignore this spiritual orientation for 
the economic life. 


Christianity and the Communist Option 


Communism champions a scheme of economic solutions 
built on the rejection of a supernatural God and divine 
commandments, and upon the rejection of man’s dignity as 
a spiritual creature with ultimate moral obligations. Christ- 
ianity therefore repudiates such an economic vision. Who- 
ever understands that Communism intends everywhere a 
calculated collision with the belief in objective morality 
and truth will cease to look for “elements of Communistic 
economics compatible with Christianity.” 

The primary complaint is not that Communism destroys 
private property and free enterprise and the profit motive. 
The Christian will have to confess that, even in a collective 
order, whatever its dangers, its undesirabilities, its unpre- 
dictabilities, he may still be able to maintain an existence 
as a believer. But the disruption of the sacred, the rejection 
of the lordship of Christ, the denial that the economic 
sphere involves an obligation to moral and spiritual ulti- 
mates—that is the rock-bottom objection to Communism. 

Communism has attacked the soundness of the social 
structure with more zeal than any philosophy since the im- 
pact of Christian missions on the pagan world. That the 
whole social order needs to be destroyed, and a new order 
set in its place, is a theme with an almost New Testament 
radicalness. Christianity had declared that the whole socio- 
historical movement is sinful and headed for divine wrath, 
that only supernatural redemption and regeneration can 
retard its decline, and that the ideal historical order waits 
for the return of Jesus Christ in power and glory. This 
Biblical verdict on history seemed to pessimistic for west- 
ern man, with his philosophies of exaggerated divine im- 
manence and evolutionary ascent. But today almost half the 
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population of the world is controlled by a philosophy which 
calls, in a naturalistic spirit, for the complete inversion of 
the social order. 

The fact that the West surrendered the radical Biblical 
judgment on history and took Hegel and Darwin rather 
than Jesus and Paul as its guides, and substituted the op- 
timistic “‘social gospel” for the redemptive good news, 
opened this door for a radical critique of the social order 
from the Marxist rather than Christian sources. There was 
plenty to criticize in the sphere of economics a century ago, 
even as there is today, even if the Marxists overstate and 
distort the situation. Christianity holds out no hope for 
the achievement of an order of absolute economic and social 
righteousness in present history. 

The Marx-Engels critique of festering ulcers in the world 
of dollars and cents, radical though it was, itself fell prey 
to the basic flaw of modern thought. It shared the optimis- 
tic dream of a social utopia which required no supernatural 
redemption and regeneration of man. 

Christianity will not recognize a mere rearrangement of 
property holdings as the guarantee of economic justice. To 
curtail economic disorder and to achieve economic order it 
knows a way superior to the mere obliteration of property 
distinctions. Property distribution will leave the problem of 
sin in the economic world, and even in a collectivistic order 
men will need God, as rich and poor alike have found spirit- 
ual faith indispensable in the pre-Communist world. 

Christianity will not recognize a millennial utopia as a 
potentiality latent in sinful human nature, and it knows a 
better means of securing social regeneration than by a re- 
gard for the movements of history as a mere reflex of eco- 
nomic determinism and by a reliance on violence and 
revolution. 

The idea that social utopia may be derived simply 
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A soldier who found it difficult to get out of bed one morning 
ppeared on parade with shoes that were far from being polished. 
The inspecting officer barked at him, asking why the shoes were in 
that state. Without blinking an eye the soldier replied “I tried two 
kinds of shoe polish, sir, and they neutralized one another.” The 
non-plussed officer passed on down the line. Multitudes of Christians 
will appear at the judment seat of Christ with no luster to their life 
because they have been double-minded in all their ways (James 1:8)— 
unstable, neutralizing the power of the Spirit by the drag of the flesh. 
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MEDITATIONS 


in the Book of Jsaiah 





THE LORD SPAKE THUS TO ME WITH A STRONG 
HAND (8:11) 

It was no easy job to be a prophet of doom in the midst 
of.a people who wanted to hear nothing but soothing, 
flattering words. But the Lord gave the words of the prev- 
ious verses and He spoke them to Isaiah in such a way 
that it was as though a strong hand was upon him. This 
made it possible for Isaiah to hold firmly to his principles 
and to be steadfast before the Lord in the face of all the 
popular clamor of the people. One who is called by God 
to speak for him must face the fact that it is a lonely road. 
Every Christian will know something of this loneliness, 
and the closer he walks with the Lord the more he will 
know that he is like his Lord, despised and rejected of 
men (Isa. 53:3). But as the believer turns away from the 
world and its desires he finds more and more that every 
resource is in the Lord, and that in the day of trouble He 
is enough. 

Lord, we thank Thee for the path of faith. 


HE INSTRUCTED ME NOT TO WALK IN THE WAY OF 
THIS PEOPLE (8:11) 


Even though Isaiah knew the Lord well, the Lord knew 
Isaiah even better. Isaiah had been given a marvelous 
vision and had seen the Lord, high and lifted up, and 
had heard the cry of the seraphs. He had ‘confessed his 
woe and had found cleansing. He had been commissioned 
with the terrible task of speaking ill to his nation. The 
Lord knows that’ the humar heart is weak and so He 
comes to Isaiah afresh and puts His hand on him, and 
warns him not to walk in the way of “this people.” Isaiah’s 
mind was thus brought under the direct and overwhelm- 
ing influence of the Holy Spirit, so he was able to view 
the situation of his people with calm deliberation, un- 
moved by any of the ebb and flow of disaster that was to 
come. The whim of the people would not move him. The 
passing fancies and emotions of the crowd were not for 
the prophet. He was separated unto God and thus was 
separated from the people. 

Lord, we thank Thee for Thy warnings. 


SAY YE NOT, A CONSPIRACY (8:12) 


Do not call conspiracy what this people calls conspiracy. 
The prophet was not to use the language of the people. 
They had no spiritual perception; they could not under- 
stand what God was doing. All they could see was that 
Syria and Samaria had formed an alliance against them, 
and they were filled with dread. But the man of God is 
not to look as the world looks. The unsaved and the saved 
appear to be looking in the same direction, but the un- 
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saved are looking through the eyes of the flesh and the 
mind of unbelief while the redeemed are seeing the truth 
through the eyes of the Spirit and the mind of Christ. We, 
like Moses, see Him who is invisible (Heb. 11:27), and 
the things which are not seen, which are eternal (2 Cor. 


4:18). 


Lord, give us the divine vision. 
DO NOT FEAR WHAT THEY FEAR (8:12) 


Human frights are caused by our separation from God. 
When Adam sinned he ran from God and hid himself, for 
he was afraid (Gen. 3:10). This was the first of all frights 
and from it developed all others. In Isaiah’s day the peo- 
ple were terribly frightened at the menace of immediate 
war, even though God had said the coalition that was 
against them would not come to victory. But when men 
have their back turned to God and are looking at their 
own desires, they have everything upside down: they are 
believing their doubts and doubting their beliefs. Their 
fear came from considering the strength of the enemy and 
their own weakness without considering at all the strength 
of God and His announced plans. If there had been a 
different angle of vision, so that they would have looked 
at God and the enemy, their fear would have swiftly melt- 
ed, for the enemy would have been seen for what he really 
was. 

Lord, teach us how different we are from the world. 


BE NOT AFRAID (8:12) 


This passage is quoted in the New Testament by Peter 
in his first epistle. He says, “But if ye suffer for righteous- 
ness’ sake, happy are ye; and be not afraid of their terror, 
neither be troubled; but sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every 
man that asketh you a reason concerning the hope that 
is in you” (1 Pet. 3:14, 15). The Holy Spirit, who is the 
real author of both Isaiah’s prophecy and Peter’s epistles, 
applies the truth in two ways: in Isaiah it concerns the 
prophet himself, living in the midst of a people of un- 
belief—he is to concentrate on believing Jehovah of Hosts. 
In Peter it concerns believers in Christ, suffering for their 
faith—they are to concentrate on being completely de- 
voted to Christ in their hearts. In the minds of the writers, 
as in the mind of the Spirit, the Lord Jesus is the Lord 
Jehovah. 

Lord, give us quiet confidence in Thee. 


SANCTIFY THE LORD OF HOSTS (8:13) 


Isaiah was told that he was to count the Lord as holy, 
to hallow Him, therefore, to bow before Him and consider 


ETERNITY 








iT, 


ly; 
er 





- 


Him alone. The Hebrew word kodesh, first found in the 


story of the burning bush, was used by God to tell Moses 
that he was on holy ground (Ex. 4:5). It has the meaning 
of separated, or set apart for God. When it is used of God 
it has the sense of total commitment to Him. There is a 
reference here to the Pentateuch, commanding Isaiah to 
have a different attitude toward God than Moses had 
when he was judged for not sanctifying the Lord: “Be- 
cause ye believed me not to sanctify me in the eyes of the 
children of Israel” (Num. 20:12; 27:14). When we pray 
the prayer which the Lord taught to His disciples the same 
idea is to be found. Few realize it, but it is an expression 
of total commitment to the Lord. 

Lord, Hallowed be Thy Name. 


HIMSELF (8:13) 

To sanctify the Lord Jesus Christ in our hearts, is to 
regard Him as possessing all power in Heaven and in 
earth, and as exercising it for His people’s good. This is 
the true antidote for all distressing fears, from whatever 
quarter they may arise. For, supposing all the men on earth 
and all the forces of Satan should form an alliance against 
God, what device can prevail against infinite wisdom, or 
what efforts against the power of the Almighty risen 
Christ? If the Lord’s eye be over us for good, does it really 
make any difference whose eye looks upon us with evil? 
“No weapon that is formed against ‘us can prosper” (Isa. 
54:15-17), and this is so because God created the man who 
invented the weapon, and the man who holds the weapon, 
and all the forces which might bring the weapon to us. 
When we are protected by such a Saviour God, we can 
have no cause for fear. 

Lord, may we live confidently. 


LET HIM BE YOUR FEAR . . . YOUR DREAD (8:13) 

If we are loving God, we will not be fearing foreign 
kings. If we are not committed to God, then we must hold 
Him in dread. There are a dozen different words for 
“fear” in the Hebrew of the Old Testament. The word 
used here means “reverence.” He always loves His people: 
when they follow Him, He loves with a love that gives 
Him joy and enables Him to bless richly; when they re- 
fuse Him, He loves with a love that gives Him sorrow 
and makes it necessary for Him to judge them. Thus “the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Prov. 1:7); 
and in that fear there is a hatred of evil (Prov. 8:13), a 
prolonging of days (Prov. 10:27), strong confidence and a 
fountain of life (Prov. 14:26, 27). Let us then make our 
choices as followers of the Lord so that we shall always 
seek to love Him and dwell in His fear. Then we. shall 
never have Him in dread. 

Lord, be Thou our fear. 


AND HE SHALL BE FOR A SANCTUARY (8:14) 

We are all of us surrounded by enemies—“we wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, but against principalities and 
powers” (Eph. 6:12). There are times when we are tempt- 
ed to despondency, our hands hang down and our knees 
are feeble. Then is the moment that the Spirit of God 
tells us that we are not to fear the things that unbelievers 
fear, but that He will become our sanctuary. A sanctuary, 
in the Scriptures, was a place set aside as consecrated to 
some deity, even an idol; but most often, when speaking 
of the sanctuary of God it means the place where God met 
with His people. It was also an asylum, as when Adonijah 
caught hold of the horns of the altar (1 Ki. 1:50). “The 
name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runneth 
into it and is safe” (Prov. 18:10). 

Lord, ever be our sanctuary (Ezk. 11:16). 
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A STONE OF STUMBLING: (8:14) 


Again we have a prophecy with double fulfillment. The 
first fulfillment would be shortly after the days of the 
prophecy, and again in the coming of the Messiah, the 


Lord Jesus Christ. Men after the flesh always expect God 


to work in some majestic way. That He should manifest 
Himself in something little and unimportant seems, to 
their minds, out of keeping with His Almighty being. In 
Isaiah’s day they expected deliverance by an alliance with 
great Assyria, as today men look for peace by a predomi- 
nance of H-bombs. That God should work it out in His 
own quiet way was beyond them, and thus they despised 
and rejected His help because it did not meet their speci- 
fications in method. One of the first lessons of faith is 
God’s declaration, “My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways” (Isa. 55:8). 

Lord, help us stoop and rise to Thy ways. 


A ROCK OF OFFENCE (8:14) 


This is the first of the many references in the Bible to 
Christ as the Stone. The Messiah was to be their true De- 
liverer. They looked for Him among the great ones of the 
earth, but He came, “meek and lowly,” so lowly, in fact, 
that they did not see Him as He was and tripped over 
Him, and fell; but by that fall salvation is come to the 
Gentiles. Once again we see, here, the great division 
throughout humanity. He who is a Sanctuary to some is a 
stone of stumbling and a rock of offence to others. To the 
remnant He is altogether lovely, because He came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life 
a ransom for many (Mt. 20:28), stooping even to wash our 
feet (John 13:5). To the many He is “despised and re- 
jected” because of His very characteristics of humility and 
the quality of His service. Thus, as we minister in His 
name, believers become a savor of life unto life and of 
death unto death (2 Cor. 2:16). 

Lord, give us to exercise the mind of Christ. 


FOR A TRAP AND A SNARE (8:14) 


There was disruption in the land of Israel, and two 
nations were there, where there should have been only 
one. God announces judgment upon each alike. “A plague 
on both your houses,” is the judgment that comes from 
Him. There is much more here than a simple announce- 
ment of chastisement—there is the prophecy of the utter 
destruction of the two nations and the bringing of all the 
people except the little remnant to fall under the rod of 
God’s displeasure. They had possessed Him but had 
stumbled over Him to their own destruction. There are 
thousands in our day who are caught in the same trap 
and fall into the same snare. They have “joined the 
church” and therefore think they are all right. Yet they 
stumble over Christ and trust only in their good works, 
not realizing that salvation is by grace through faith alone, 
and that they cannot contribute even a scrap toward their 
own redemption. . 

Lord, keep us from snares and delusions. 


STUMBLE ... FALL... BROKEN... SNARED... 
TAKEN . . . (8:15) 


God pronounces judgment against both houses of Israel 
and then against the capital, Jerusalem. This was the city 
of David, and the men who lived there were the rulers 
and the priests. These were the builders who rejected the 
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eople ask questions about mental illness that they never 

think of asking about physical illness. We rarely say, 

if someone gets polio, cancer, or multiple sclerosis, 

“Whose fault is it? Is it God’s will? Will religion heal it?” 

But in the presence of a disabling neurosis, phobia or psy- 
chosis, these questions are frequently heard. 

Such questioning may arise in connection with death or 
disabling organic illness, especially in younger persons, but 
we have pretty much come to terms with the idea that God 
has left us the task of finding the solutions to the problems 
of disease. We have largely conquered diphtheria, pernicious 
anemia, septicemia, and many others. It seems to be God’s 
plan that man should break these codes of Nature’s lang- 
uage by his own industry and ingenuity. 

In mental disability, where man’s rational, intellectual, 
and moral faculties are so closely interwoven with the sick- 
ness, there is a lingering inclination to implicate religion in 
a different way than in physical illness. 

We could soon adjust ourselves to the same attitude to- 
ward mental illness if we knew it were all organic. Probably 
most of it isn’t. There are those who believe that certain 
severe cases of schizophrenia, the “nuclear” cases that go 
steadily downhill, are organically determined. Some evi- 
dence points that way. There are others who see the various 
forms of mental illness as zones on a functional continuum 
from severe schizophrenic disintegration to the mildest neu- 
rosis, and no sharp boundaries anywhere. Proponents of this 
viewpoint see symptoms as reactions to disintegrative threat 
to the personality, whether mild or severe. Thus, as some- 
times happens, the same person might have successively a 
mild situational maladjustment, a severe anxiety reaction, 
and finally frank schizophrenia as manifestations of a pro- 
gressive process. 

If schizophrenia is not an organic or metabolic disease 
that befalls an individual fortuitously, whose fault is it? Is 
it because of something that the patient or his parents did 
or didn’t do? 

We are all subjected in the course of ordinary living to 
certain physical stresses that may result in illness. You have 
a predilection to sinusitis as your father had. You ride in a 
crowded subway and pick up a respiratory infection from 
the person who sneezes nearby. You might not have suc- 

This article is condensed from an address given by Dr. Walters at 
@ meeting of the Christian Medical Society. Dr. Walters is a second- 
year Fellow in the Menninger School of Psychiatry at Topeka, Kansas. 
He taught medical physiology at the University of Kansas and St. 
Lovis University for nine years and was in general practice in Kansas 
for nine years. 
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cumbed to the exposure, but you stay up late ‘two or three 
nights in a row to study, and it eventually becomes a stub- 
born chronic sinus infection. The history of the illness is 
easy to trace. Part of it was your own fault. Part of it 
wasn’t. You inherited a reactive nasal epithelium. Someone 
else gave you the virus. But you failed to safeguard and 
strengthen your own resistance. 

These analogies are applicable to some mental illness. An 
individual is born with certain constitutional characteristics. 
The parent and sibling relationships have a certain effect 
upon him. The exercise of his own choices further deter- 
mines in some measure the course of his mental health. A 


. weakness that is constitutional may be aggravated by family 


relationships. He may be the youngest, the oldest, the frail- 
est, or an onlv child. Then, the stresses of an individual’s 
interpersci.a: relationships may be aggravated or intensified 
by the choices he makes—moral, marital, vocational. 

Psychoanalytic explanations postulate certain stages of 
psychosexual. development that are considered to be uni- 
versal. Mental illness is looked upon as the consequence of 
fixations that have been assumed to occur in these earlier 
stages of development. When today’s stresses become too 
severe to tolerate, the neurotic or psychotic individual re- 
gresses to a former level of development where he was com- 
fortable. Probably classical psychoanalysis oversimplifies its 
explanations by assuming an extreme degree of determina- 
tion and by underestimating the importance of — 
sonal relationships and social factors. 

So when you come to fix responsibility, a great deal de- 
pends upon the basic orientation of the psychiatrist. Freu- 
dian determinism would say the individual had to do as he 
did, which leaves him without moral accountability for the 
choices that may have contributed to his sickness. 

But a Christian viewpoint has to part company with the 
extreme naturalistic position. We are probably determined, 
partly by our heredity, and partly by our early environment, 
but we cannot escape responsibility for choosing right in- 
stead of wrong. 

Maybe the determining influence of heredity alone is 
enough to lead to mental illness in some individuals. Per- 
haps the unwholesome components of heredity, added to 
the determining influences of childhood environment, are 
sufficient to produce illness in others. In this second case, 
the misdeeds of others, such as rejecting or unloving par- 
ents, may be the most important cause. But the third factor, 
the individual’s own choice, seems also to contribute fre- 
quently to mental maladjustment and disability. 
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Mowrer, of the University of Illinois, takes issue with 
the classical Freudian explanation of neurosis, which is as- 
sumed to arise from conflict between the ego and the pres- 
sure of aggression from the id. which must constantly be 
repressed. He conceives of neurosis as resulting instead 
from the conflict between a repressed superego and the ego. 
In the first instance, the psychoanalyst may try to lessen the 
conflict by attempting to reduce the condemnation of a 
superego which is considered overly severe. Mowrer’s hy- 
pothesis required not a lessening of superego pressure, but 
less repression of the superego and better cooperation with 
its dictates. 

Obviously, therapeutic measures based upon Mowrer’s 
concept of neurosis are the opposite to those based upon 
classical Freudian therapy. One says, your conscience has 


been entirely too severe and you shouldn’t pay so much at- . 


tention to it. The other says, you haven’t paid enough at- 
tention to your conscience. That’s why you are suffering. 
You'd better pay more attention to it and get into line with 
it. This is not the most ingratiating kind of therapy. People 
would rather be told to relax their standards than to tighten 
them up. But Mowrer’s concept of neurosis is certainly 
more compatible with Christian philosophy and ethics. 

“Is mental illness God’s will?” Here we have to think 
clearly about what we mean by the will of God. During the 
London blitz, Leslie Weatherhead, the well-known British 
clergyman, produced a thin book which makes a very help- 
ful differentiation. In The Will of God, he delineates three 
different categories—God’s intentional will, His circumstan- 
tial will, and His ultimate will. 

If you ask, “Is mental illness a part of God’s intentional 
will?” the answer would certainly be, “Of course it isn’t. No 
illness is.” God purposes health, both physical and mental, 
for all of His children. But through evil, ignorance, wilful- 
ness, and selfishness, man often brings illness upon himself. 
Sickness befalls the innocent as well as the guilty. But God 
intends good and not ill for His children. The restorative 
and healing tendencies of the mind and body are an ex- 
pression of an inherent striving toward health that repre- 
sents God’s purpose for man. 

If you ask, “Is mental illness a part of God's circumstan- 
tial will?” we must acknowledge that it is. Circumstances 
being what they are, God permits illness, physical or men- 
tal, even though he purposes otherwise. God’s habitual way 
of working is to let man’s emancipation from physical dis- 
ease await the successful outcome of his own efforts, as in 
the discovery of vaccines, vitamins, and antibiotics. These 
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are measures that enable the inherent healing tendency of 
the body to surmount adverse influences and restore the 
organism to health. 

Other measures are known that. have a helpful influence 
upon the power of personality to restore itself. The recuper- 
ative capacity of the mind is influenced helpfully by a secure 
and predictable environment, measures to aid in physical 
relaxation and sometimes by new constructive and support- 
ive interpersonal relationships. Even though the interposi- 
tion of illness may be seen as a part of God’s circumstantial 
or permissive will, those who attempt to help the sick mind 
overcome the adverse influences that are assailing it are 
working in harmony with God's intentional will. 

There is a widespread feeling that Christians should some- 
how be immune to mental illness. Some may even apply this 
idéa to physical illness, although there are enough Biblical 
teachings to convince anyone that Christian people must 
endure this complement of suffering. There is no way for 
Christians to avoid some measure of the consequences of 
evil in the world, especially where their own errors of judg- 


(Continued on page 36) 








psuedo-psy: 

the husband could have made to his sick wife. He wanted to 
make her a cup of tea, and after searching asked where the tea 
could be found. She replied, “I don’t know what could be 
easier to find. It is right in front on the pantry shelf in a cocoa 
tin marked matches!” He might have replied, “I looked there, 
and the bag was empty.” 
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE NEW TESTAMENT 





6: The 
Archaeology 
of the 
Apocalypse 


Morton, finds rich food for fancy near the little Turk- 

ish village of Seljuk. Nearby stand the stones of Ephe- 
sus, the scene of nearly eighty years of digging. Rose 
Macaulay, who has diligently collected the ruin-literature 
of travellers and poets, quotes Richard Chandler, who visit- 
ed Asia Minor, agog for its past, nearly two hundred and 
fifty years ago. “Returning from this cavity,” wrote the rev- 
erend gentleman, of the swamp where he thought he had 
found the temple of Diana, “the traveller has nothing else 
in view but venerable heaps of rubbish, and must be forced 
to supply his curiosity with considering that this was the 
place, where once stood and flourished that renowned won- 
der of the world.” 

One of H. V. Morton’s most colorful chapters tells how 
at Seljuk he found a stagnant pond, lush with water-weed, 
from which protruded sculptured capitals and carved col- 
umn drums. Here he imagined the summer frogs croaking 
in derision: “Great is Diana, great is Diana,” for the mud- 
buried marble is all that is left of the great temple of the 
mystery cult which kept ten thousand priestess courtesans 
employed. 

Sir William Ramsay himself, most factual of archaeolo- 
gists, speaks in awe of the “uncanny volume of sound” 
lifted by the evening wind from the reedy plain which 
stretches from the ruined harbor works of the ancient city 
to the sea, now twenty miles away across the silt-choked fore- 
land. It is the vivid picture of Ephesus’ vibrant, passionate 
life in Luke’s famous story of the rioting silversmiths, which 
has made the world so ruin-conscious on the site, so sensi- 
tive to the parable of change and decay written in swamp 
and shattered stone. 

All that is left of Ephesus is a monument to man’s prodi- 
gal treatment of the good earth. The old folly of deforesta- 
tion and greedy cropping had set in motion the retributive 

of erosion in Asia Minor long before Christian 
times, but at Ephesus their impact wes striking. Paul's ship 


R venen as old as Isaiah and as modern as H. V. 
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made no call there in A.D. 57, for the harbor was already 
difficult, and by Justinian’s day six centuries later, the 
battle with sand and mud was lost and the city harbor an 
inland marsh. 

When John, therefore, wrote the Apocalypse, Ephesus 
must have been a consciously dying city. She no longer saw 
the flash of oars. The ships went to Smyrna. Like old Solo- 
mon Gill in Dombey and Son, Ephesus opened its shop 
each day, but the customers were gone, save those who pat- 
ronized the vast and evil commerce of the great temple, and 
bought the little silver souvenirs whose traffic caused the 
trade guilds such live concern. Business life in Ephesus, in 
many an old established firm, had lost its verve, its invent- 
iveness, and hope. There was a resting on the past, and 
such a mood is but one stage removed from death. 

Archaeology thus vividly illuminates John’s letter to 
Ephesus, and demonstrates the truth of the brilliant thesis 
of Sir William Ramsay. Beginning with the assumption that 
the seven letters of Chapters Two and Three of the Apoca- 
lypse were real letters, and designed to be read by their 
recipients and clearly understood, Ramsay set. out to find 
in the history and geography of each place the key to the 
symbolism in which John expressed his message. 

Ramsay maintained that the spirit and outlook of a com- 
munity is compounded of the forces of environment and 
the influences of history. He argued that the faults and ex- 
cellencies of character to which a people at large is prone 
find their reflection and rendering in the Christian minor- 
ity among them. He quite triumphantly proved his case, 
and in so doing set a pattern for a fruitful interpretation 
of the Apocalypse. First and foremost, the strange book 
which closes the canon of Scripture, had something signifi- 
cant to say to the troubled Christians of Asia in the first 
darkness of imperial persecution. Such a meaning is by no 
means exclusive. Other interpretations are as valid and 
legitimate. Wherever man is at grips with paganism in the 
name of Christ, and wherever Christians wait for time’s 
consummation, John’s words are likely to be relevant and 
luminous. 

In discussing the light thrown by archaeology on the 
Book of the Revelation it will not be necessary to discuss 
the seven letters in detail.A portion only of Ramsay's sup- 
porting material was derived from archaeological research, 
and those details alone are germane to the present theme. 
Ephesus has provided the leading illustration for the stone 
foundations of jetty and dockside warehouse, deep inland 
on the edge of the desolate plain, are sharp light on the 
city whose Christians were bidden be mindful whence they 
had fallen, and do as they once did, where old things had 
passed away and ahead lay death. eonmcions no cross tops 
the ruin. 

Youthful Smyrna was Ephesus’ rival, and e Smyrna’s en- 
during church was promised a “crown of life.” The Christ- 
ian would fasten on the words with satisfaction, for it was 
the sort of poet’s tag on which cities preen themselves. 
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Athens was “violet-crowned,” until men tired of the adjec- 
tive. Of Auckland, to its citizens’ delight, Kipling wrote, 
“last, loneliest, loveliest, exquisite, apart.” In such fashion 
the simile of a crown dominates all praise of Smyrna. 

“The city has been styled,” writes the Rev. Chandler in 
his eighteenth century account, “the crown of Ionia.” More 
significantly Aristides calls the “Golden Street,” which 
ringed Mount Pajos with lovely buildings, “the crown of 
Ariadne in the heavenly constellation.” Apollonius of Ty- 
ana, amid rich praise for Smyrna, says rhetorically that it 
is greater charm “to wear a crown of men than a crown of 
porticoes.” 

From afar, the crest of Mount Pagus, its broken ruins 
cleared by the diligent spades of modern digging, still faint- 
ly suggests a diadem above the city’s crest. “I have been up 
there,” wrote Freya Stark, “sometimes to walk in the morn- 
ing, with Ionia on one side and Aeolis on the other, spread 
below; and nearby, in a shapeless depression, the stadium 
where Polycarp was burned, and have thought of that old 
bishop ‘how he would describe his intercourse with John, 
and with the rest of those who had seen the Lord... .’” 
Under “the crown of Smyrna” Polycarp was not the only 
Christian who won “a crown of life.” 

Pergamum, royally sited, with a view of distant peaks 
and isles, had been an ancient seat of government for four 
centuries when, in A.D. 29, the first temple to the deified 
Emperor was erected there. Two others were to follow to 
flaunt that adoration of the human head of Roman rule, 
that Beast in the Holy Place, which haunts the Apocalypse. 
Asklepios, the god of healing, was also entrenched on Perja- 
mum’s acropolis, he who allegedly appeared to Aelius Aris- 
tides and gave him “a new name” (See Rev. 2:17). Askle- 
pios’ symbol, frequent on Pergamenian coins, was a serpent. 
Pausanias, the ancient traveller and geographer, describes 
the same Asklepios as sitting on a throne, a staff in one 
hand, and the other on a serpent’s head, a representation 
which would appear to Christians diabolically blasphemous. 


Pausanias also mentions a throne-like altar to Zeus on 
the top of the crag which dominated Pergamum. Recovered 
by German archaeologists, the great block of its decorated 
stone was taken to Berlin, where, if the Russians have so 
willed, it still stands, to witness yet another age, with less 
excuse, exalt the Great Leviathan, and deify the Beast. The 
altar anciently commemorated the defeat of a Gallic invas- 
ion, and its decorated frieze dealt with the subject of the 
legendary conflict of gods and giants. The latter, as though 
Pergamum were obsessed by the Satanic symbol, were repre- 
sented as a brood of muscular titans with snake-like tails. 
The Christians of Pergamum, said John, “dwelt where Sa- 
tan’s throne was.” They would have no difficulty in recog- 
nizing in the phrase the great altar of Zeus which somehow 
summed up the cluttered paganism of the place and usurp- 
ed the name and place of Christ, for Zeus at Pergamum, 
was dubbed “the Saviour.” 

Inscriptions are the main grist for the archaeologist’s 
mill, and from Thyatira they come in plenty. Thyatira’s 
valley was a broad and ancient highway of trade, and in 
the days of the Roman Peace the city became, like Laodicea, 
a center of busy commerce. More trade guilds, those ubiqui- 
tous associations of businessmen and craftsmen, have been 
identified in Thyatira than in any other Asian city. In- 
scriptions mention workers in wool, linen, leather, and 
bronze, dyers, tanners, potters and bakers. 

The people of Thyatira’s church were drawn from a 
commercial community, alive to salesmanship, keen to do 
business, and alert to capture trade. Lydia, after all, when 
she met Paul in distant Macedonia, was a Thyatiran abroad 
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with purple cloth to sell. The trade guilds must have been 
an anxious problem to the Christian craftsman. How could 
he attend the formal meetings and banquets without wit- 


nessing licentiousness, and condoning pagan rites? It was | 


the old Corinthian problem of “sitting at meat in the idol’s 


temple” which confronted the struggling church. Archaeol- - 


ogy, with its revelation of the scope of the city’s trade or- 
ganization, has set the moral dilemma in high relief. 

“Jezebel” (Rev. 2:20) no doubt had her solution. If she 
was a Nicolaitan (Rev. 2:6, 15), or a “Balaamite” (Rev. 
2:14; II Pet. 2:15; Jude 11), one of those advocatés of com- 
promise whose trail can be traced from the Corinthian 
epistles to the Apocalypse, this dynamic woman must have 
trained the worldly-minded to make a show of reconciling 
paganism and Christ. Such doctrine was a subtle temptation 
in those communities where livelihood often depends upon 
a close and amicable relationship with society at large. And 
archaeology is quite emphatic concerning the varied busi- 
ness life of Thyatira. 

Ramsay’s interpretation of the remaining three epistles 
draws its illustrative material rather from the realms of 
history and geography than from that of archaeology, but 
one inscription from Sardis may be allowed to round off 
the story. 

The city, like Laodicea, has been extensively excavated, 
and American expeditions have identified many sites. 
Among them is a sister temple to that of Ephesus, and a 
brick-built Christian church. The city which “had a name 
that it lived and was dead” (Rev. 3:1) held a Christian 
minority which “had not defiled its garments” (Rev. 3:4). 
Their names, said the Messenger, “I will not blot out of 
the book of life,” and as though in token of fulfillment 
there appears the epitaph of physician Artemas. He died 
in the first century, perhaps one of John’s own flock and 
clearly in the apostle’s mind when the words of praise were 
written at the close of the somber letter. The epitaph, in 
the city that was dead, closed with the words: “He is living.” 

There remains to be said a brief word about Chapter 
Thirteen, most horrific of the visions of the Apocalypse. 
Two points find some illustration from archaeology, the seal 


of the Beast, and the number of his name. 
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CHAPTER 14 part 1 


THE WORLD, THE FLESH, AND THE DEVIL 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


66 he author of confusion and lines,” as Robert Burton 
called Satan in The Anatomy of Melancholy, has 
Te one of his most effective bits of mystification in 
creating bewilderment even among many Christians, con- 
cerning his methods of attack. These are three-fold. We do 
not know what student of the Word of God first coined the 
phrase, “the world, the flesh, and the devil.” The oldest 
usage of this triple division of the field of attack is to be 
found in The Book of Common Prayer in a prayer for an 
infant, “Grant that he may have power and strength to 
have victory, and to triumph, against the devil, the world, 
and the flesh.” 


Threefold Attack 


In this chapter, we shall show that the enemy attacks us 
from these three different angles because man is a threefold 
being. We will then show the nature of the difference be- 
tween these three temptations; and finally, we will show the 
methods set forth by the Word of God through which the 
Christian may have victory in each of the three spheres. 

When God created Adam,‘the act of creation is described 
as follows: “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of 


the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; © 


and man became a living soul” (Gen. 2:7). The verse reveals 
to us that the body was made of the dust of the ground, that 
the spirit came from the breath of God, and that the com- 
bination produced the soul. It would be correct, in the light 
of this verse, for a man to say, “I am a soul, I have a body, 
and I have a spirit.” 

There have been many theologians who have denied the 
tripartite nature of man. They find no difference between 
the soul and the spirit. However, the Word of God definitely 
does make such a difference, and we shall see that the differ- 
ence is an important one in the psychology back of the dif- 
ferences in temptations that come to a man. One of the 
most obvious verses which tells us how we are to distinguish 
between the soul and the spirit is in the epistle to the 
Hebrews: “The Word of God is living and powerful, sharper 
than any two-edged scalpel, piercing even to the division of 
soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and is the critic of the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). 


Body Soul and Spirit 

Since it is the Word of God which divides between the 
two, it is necessary to find out what the whole teaching of 
the Word is upon this subject. It is a question which needs 
an entire volume for full treatment. It will take patient re- 
search to present the subject of the psychological nature of 
man as set forth in the Bible. We shall give only a brief 
summary of the use of the words body, soul, and spirit, for 


22 It is yours to obey God's commands; 


it will not only be instructive for our purpose, but will also 
show the extent of the task. 

The Hebrew word that is most frequently rendered “soul” 
is nephesh. It is found 754 times in the Hebrew text, and 
it is translated “soul” 472 times. In the other 282 places, it 
is rendered by no less than forty-four different English words 
or phrases. Apart from its use in translating the word 
nephesh, soul is found only two other times in the Old 
Testament (Job 30:15 and Isa. 57:16). Twenty-two times 
the word is used of the lower animals without any possible 
connection with man, thus showing that the Bible teaches 
that animals have souls, though definitely they do not have 
spirits. 

Man is a soul, and as a soul he conserves his own identity 
though he may have the same name as other men. John 
Smith on Third Avenue does not get himself confused with 
John Smith on Fourth Street. The Post Office may send their 
mail to the wrong addresses, but if they are sober, they get 
to their right homes. So do the animals, for our Lord pointed 
out “the foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests” (Mt. 10:20), and we know from observation that 
each goes to his own home and it is never confused with any 
other. Evidently an animal or a bird has an individuality 
as distinct as that of man. The soul is self-consciousness. 

The New Testament word psuche does not alter the 
meaning that we have gathered from the Old Testament 
word. It is found 105 times in the Greek Testament and is 
the only word that is translated “soul.” It is thus used 58 
times, and no other word is so rendered. It is also seen as 
“life” 40 times, “mind” three times, and once each as “us,” 
“mind”, “you,” “heart,” and “heartily.” It is psuche which 
is the word used to translate the Old Testament nephesh 
when there is a quotation in the New Testament. 


Man’s Spirit 


The soul, which is the self, the ego, the I, has a spirit. 
The words for this idea are as definite as the ones we have 
just looked at. In the Old Testament, we have ruach which 
is found 389 times in the text, and it is translated “spirit” 
237 times. In the other 152 places, it is rendered by twenty- 
two different English words. Apart from its use in translat- 
ing ruach, “spirit” is found only two other times in the Old 
Testament (Job 26:4 and Prov. 20:27). While at times the 
word signifies wind or breath, its metaphorical meaning is 
used for the life of God and for the name of the third per- 
son of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit. This is what was 
breathed into Adam when he was created, and this is that 
which distinguishes man from all the lower orders of ani- 
mals. No animal, be he ever so high in the scale of animal 
intelligence, ever gave any sign of spiritual comprehension 


ETERNITY 

















or offered a sacrifice to any higher being. Walt Whitman 
wrote of them: 


They do not sweat and whine about their condition; 
They do not lie awake in the dark and weep for their sins; 
They do not make me sick discussing their duty to God. 


No man, be he ever so low in the scale of human intelli- 
gences, ever failed sooner or later to recognize that there was 
something about him and superior to him. Aristotle said that 
“man is by nature a political animal; Seneca said “man is 
a social animal,” and in another place, “man is a reasoning 
animal.” Chrysostom said “man is a gentle animal,” and 
Augustine called him “an earthly animal.” There may be a 
measure of truth in all of these, but it would be far closer 
to the truth as revealed in the Scriptures which use the 
words soul and spirit to say that man is a religious animal. 
We substantiate the use of the word animal by the usage of 
the word soul, and we substantiate the word religious by 
the usage of the word spirit. 

The New Testament word pneuma does not alter the 
meaning of the Old Testament word. It is found 379 times 
in the Greek Testament of the best critical editors. Used 
with the word Holy, it is translated “Holy Spirit” or “Holy 
Ghost” 93 times. It is rendered “Spirit” 130 times and 
“spirit” 150 times. The full count is completed by the use 
of the word as “ghost” twice, and once each as “spiritual,” 
“spiritually”, “life,” and “wind.” 

Spiritual Psychology 

There is, indeed, a great need for a detailed study of 
spiritual psychology (note the union of our two words in 
that phrase), but this is sufficient to establish the fact that 
man is a soul and that he has a spirit. We do not need to 
expand the fact that he also has a body. It is, indeed, the 
body that is the foundation that holds the other two in 
place so that if the body be destroyed the soul and spirit 
depart. 

Why, then, do some theologians claim that there is no 
difference between soul and spirit? For much of popular 
theology is founded on the dichotomy of man into body and 
soul, rather than on the Biblical trichotomy of body, soul, 
and spirit. Perhaps an illustration will explain. When man 
was created, he was somewhat like a three-storied house. 
After the fall, he was more like those houses which had 
gone through bombing: the third story had fallen into the 
second; the walls of the second were gaping so that a passer- 
by might see the debris of the two mixed up together; and 
the first story was lined with cracks though part of the 
house might still be fit for dwelling. When Adam sinned, 
the spirit of man fell down into his soul. The two are al- 
most inseparable in the unregenerate. 

There is no adjective in our language for the word soul. 
Previous students have seen the need for such a word, and 
the great dictionaries give us soulish, but mark it obsolete 
for more than a century. In the Greek of the New Testa- 
ment there is such an adjective. The spiritual concepts of 
lost men are really soulish concepts. They rise from the 
natural (soulish) man that receiveth not the things of the 
spirit (1 Cor. 2:14). We do not need to press the obvious 
analogy that the body is like a cracked wall. In view of 
the confusion of soul and spirit in the unsaved man, is it 
not comprehensible that philosophers and theologians have 
thought that they were one and the same? It is the Word of 
God that divides the two asunder. 


A New Spirit 
When a man is born again, the work of the Holy Spirit 
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plants within him a new spirit. It is a new third story that 
is held from above by the power of God. As the old man was 
three-stories held up by the body, and always bearing down- | 
ward by what we might call a soulish, gravitational pull, so 
the new man is three stories with the center of his beiiig - 
in the new spirit and is always being pulled upward by a 
spiritual, magnetic attraction. The Christian life is the de- 
velopment of the forces of the new spirit so that their in- 
fluences come to combinate the whole soul and being of the 
Christian. “I” am crucified with Christ, means that the old 
soul has to be dealt with in the only way that will bring 
any change. “Nevertheless I live” means that the life from 
above is penetrating the fastnesses of. the soul and that the 
sphere of victory is being enlarged constantly in the life 
of the believer. 

Satan’s entire strategy is, therefore, directed to continu- 
ing the confusion of soul and spirit and of using every 
artifice possible to increase the pull of the flesh which lust- 
eth against the spirit. Because of the tripartite nature of 
man, the devil has arranged his attacks to assault each 


' phase of man’s being. Against the body, he brings the temp- 


tations of the flesh. Against the soul, he brings the tempta- 
tions of the world. Against the spirit, he comes himself, even 
though through one of his lesser agents, seeking to win the 
allegiance of the old spirit to a worship of himself. It is” 
thus important that we distinguish sharply between the 
three types of temptations. Failure to do so is in itself a 
victory for the enemy. 

The importance of delineating the lines of the conflict 
and recognizing the various avenues of attack from the flesh, 
the world, and the devil may be illustrated by a simple anal- 
ogy of the visible war. Suppose that during the last war there 
had been a sudden explosion in one of the great hotels of 
Miami Beach that were being used in the training of thou- 
sands of airmen. Suppose the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion, charged with the maintenance of our guard against 
sabotage, hastily concluding the attacks to be from land, im- 
mediately began a search for the enemy spies who might 
have introduced the explosive by trunk or package to the 
destroyed area. Roads are blocked, cars examined, suspects 
questioned, and a general. frenzy of search is continued, 
futile because there is no enemy on land. 

In the meantime, the captain of a large enemy submarine 
sits quietly off shore, and with his high-powered glasses, ‘ex- 
amines the scene of the devastation which he has caused by 
hurling a huge mortar shell into the beach resort. When he 
is well satisfied with what he-sees, he turns, with a sardonic . 
smile, to give the order to submerge and continue unmolest- 
ed. He is at peace because his enemy has been so stupid that 
they have confounded an attack from the sea with an at- 
tack from the land. 

The analogy can be continued easily by the introduction 
of the third element, a high-flying aircraft. Let-~us suppose 
that the explosion was caused, not by a bomb planted by 
saboteurs, not by a shell fired from a submarine, but by a 
bomb dropped from thirty thousand feet. How foolish 
would be the defenders if they raced around in automobiles 
looking for someone who was not there, if they dashed over 
the waters in highspeed boats looking for someone that was 
not there, if all the time the enemy was far in the clouds 
above them! Each branch of warfare has its own defense 
and when the enemy strikes, he must be met by the defense 
that is suitable to his attack. Saboteurs are sought by the 
F.B.I., submarines are searched out by planes and destroy- 
ers to be finished off with depth charges, while aircraft must 
be located by radar and pursued by faster craft. To misjudge 
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By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


JUNE 19, 1955 


Josiah Keeps the Passover 
2 Chronicles 35; 2 Kings 23 
Printed Text: 2 Chronicles 35:1-6; 16-19 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 122 
Our previous study dealt 


DATES AND 
SETTINGS with the earlier portion 
of the régime of King Josiah, the sixteenth 
ruler of the land of Judah. The current 
lesson finishes the study of his life, with a 
look at the culmination of his reforms. 
in, Josiah’s dates are c. 638-608 B.C. 
events of the lesson “ “ich Layjoun) 
lem the capital; to Megiddo (el-Lejj . 
which pln owe B a ee of Fo valley at 
Kishon and access to the mountains of 
Samaria; and to Carchemish, wealthy capi- 
tal of the ancient Hittite empire on the 
right bank of the Euphrates river. 


INTRODUCTION osiah, who was known 
or his great reformation 
movement, did his best to clean up the 
l of iniquity which existed in the 
of Judah. The idolatrous worship, sex- 
ual immoralities of every description under 
the guise and name of religion, and the 
deadening stupor of indifference were 
po bmn ptedige mage eye chapel pre 
ple began to emerge from the débris of the 
past. Then, at last, the great Passover feast 
was observed when the people had been 
purified of their wickedness. We recall the 
ing of a previous Passover celebration 
in a similar situation under Hezekiah. At 
that time (Cf. 2 Chron. 30), the revival of 
the hour caused the le to enter strongly 
into the meaning of the Passover. And now, 
again, in Josiah’s time almost a century 
later, poe yay are once more purified and 
made y for the observance of the sacred 
festival. 

There are those who point out, and 
rightly so, that even in such a time of ex- 
treme religious fervor, we must not think 
that everyone entered into the participation 
in the Passover with equal devotion. Many 
of the worshi were devout, but others 
were not at all concerned with the spiritual 
aspects of the occasion, looking upon the 
festival as a holiday rather than a holy day. 
These, most probably, were in the minority. 

It is notable that, “after all this” (2 
Chron. 35:20) the peace and quiet of the 
festival time was interrupted by a foreign 
invasion of the land of Palestine. It was 
an unfortunate day for King Josiah who 
determined to interfere with a foreign en- 
tanglement; he lost his life in the attempt. 
We shall comment further in our exposi- 
tion at this point. 





Mr. Ehrenstein is the minister of 
Bethany Baptist Church, Philadelphia 
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The Exposition 


2 CHRONICLES The Temple had been re- 
35:1-19 paired and rededicated to 
the Lord! The time had come for an ob- 
servance of the Passover, and King Josiah 
sent word out to the people, ordering them 
to observe this feast occasion in accordance 
with the “book of the covenant” (2 Ki. 23: 
1). Api tly, the Ark of God had been 
removed from the Temple during the 
renovation and, in accordance with the 
commands as to its removal, it was carried 
on the shoulders of the religious order. 
Thus, the king spoke to the ites and 
bade them carry the Ark into its place 
once more; “you need no longer carry it 
upon your shoulders” (v. 3 RSV). In order 
that no one might lack sacrificial animals, 
the king himself and his princes provided 
these from their own supply (v. 7 ff). 
That the occasion was a memorable one, 
exceeding by far that of Hezekiah, cannot 
be doubted. Verse 18 and 2 Kings 23:22 
bear this out clearly. Without question, 
Josiah put his whole heart into the pro- 
gtam of reform and desired to bring it to 
a satisfactory conclusion by this holy ob- 
servance of the Passover. i 


2 CHRONICLES In a study of the land of 
35:20-27 Palestine and the nations 
of Israel and Judah, we have a tendency to 
overlook the existence and influence of the 
other world rang which periodically had 
intercourse of one type or another with the 
Biblical le of God. It is a fascinating 
study in itself to see how these great world 
powers grew to sublimity, leveled off for a 
while and then their decline. This 
was true of Assyria, Egypt, Babylon, Persia, 
Greece, and Rome to a greater or lesser de- 
gree. At the point of our text, Assyria, 

t empire though it had been, was no 
longer able to suppress any revolts and in- 
dependent attempts at opposition within 
the land of Palestine. Under the régime of 
Assurbanipal (son of Esar-haddon, 2 Ki. 19: 
37), Assyria had come to its height in mili- 
tary power. From this point, it began its 
decline as the cumbersome empire .appear- 
ed to disintegrate. There were ate ay of 
foreign » and there were internal 
troubles and revolutions. After a number 
of years of this sort of strife, the land of 

ia was utterly exhausted and about 
— for the conquest of its capital, Nine- 
v 


Interestingly enough, the increasing weak- 


ness of Assyria raised the hopes of the 
rulers of t, rival to Assyria for the 
conquest of the ancient world. Prior to this, 


the military expeditions t had sent 
forth had always been turned back by As- 
syrian might. This might be just the op- 
portunity looked for, and so Pharaoh-Necho 
(Necho II), son of Psammetichus (founder 
of the twenty-sixth, Saité dynasty) deter- 





mined to “strike while the iron was hot” 
and invade Assyria. 

The Pharaoh appeared to avoid a trek 
through the land of Judah proper, but was 
soon confronted nevertheless by a Judzan 
army led by Josiah as verse 20 tells us. We 
may not know why Josiah decided to at- 
tack Necho; apparently his own people were 
not in any immediate danger and it almost 
appears to be a foolhardy action. Edersheim 
(Bible History, Vol. 7) suggests that Josiah 
may have feared for the success of the 
united Israel-Judah kingdom if Necho suc- 
ceeded in conquering Assyria. That may be, 
but the reason for the Judzan king’s action 
is not known to us. Even when the Pharaoh 
explained through diplomatic channels that 
his interest was not in Palestine or the 
kingdom of Judah, (v. 21) claiming God’s 
leading in his ian attempt, Josiah was 
adamant; he would not yield! The chronic- 
ler tells us that “he did not listen to the 
words of Neco from the mouth of God” (v. 
22, RSV), but entered into the fray dis- 
guised and was soon mortally wounded. 

When the news. was spread about of Jo- 
siah’s death, the whole populace mourned; 
and we are told that Jeremiah wrote out 
a special “lament” for the king’s burial 
service which, together with the other lam- 
entations of the day, were included in a 
special volume now lost to us. 


What are some of the les- 
sons we may learn from 
a consideration of the passages we have 
studied? In the first place, let us be careful 
to observe that in Josiah, we have a man 
who did what he felt the Lord wanted him 
to do with all his heart. His was no half- 
way allegiance or half-hearted interest. The 
need for a thorough, genuine return of the 
people to the things of the Lord became 
almost an obsession to him and we dare not 
criticize this attitude, for we moderns would 
do well to recapture something of the en- 
thusiasm and determination which -char- 
acterized the youthful monarch. Secondly, 
we must notice not only his zeal which was 
commendable; but we ought to see how 
carefully he laid his plans, how thoroughly 
he mapped out exactly what he intended 
to do in his removal of sin and his “ol 
agement of the le-in iness. There 
oo" wan a an Seca of 
slip-shod methods of doing the Lord’s work. 
All too often we are fastidious about caring 
for our personal interests or daily occupa- 
tions, but when it comes to the Lord’s work, 
anything goes! We may learn much from 
Josiah’s thorough preparation. 

And finally, this eg of first things 
first—of giving the things of the Lord prior- 
ity—is an excellent trait, but it can degen- 
erate into mere form or external Pharisee- 
ism. How n it is to guard against 
this sort of thing! We must be sure that 
what we do is completely a consecrated 
desire to have the will of the Lord done in 
our lives. And our determination to let 
nothing interfere with the on-going of the 
kingdom of God through our witness and 


pag oy arag ng cause us to give ourselves 
to the limit in whatever way the Lord may 
lead. 


CONCLUSION 


SUNE 26, 1955 
God and the Nations 
Zephaniah 3 
Printed Text: Zephaniah 3:1-5; 14-20 
Devotional Reading: Micah 4:1-8 


DATES AND Zephaniah, included 

SETTINGS among 

“minor prophets,” probably performed his 

prophetic ministry during the régime of 
ETERNITY 
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[ose and possibly c. 627-626 B.C. The 

deals with the land of Judah in par- 
ticular, and the city of Jerusalem, capital 
of the Southern ~~ though some of 
the prophecy has a far-reaching scope also. 


INTRODUCTION A word about Zephaniah 
might be in order before 
we turn to the passages assigned to us. 
Zephaniah 1:1 tells us just about all we 
know of the prophet’s personal background 
and life. Apparently, he was the great-great 
grandson of King Hezekiah, for the name 
“Hizkiah” (1:1) in the King James Version 
is presented as “Hezekiah” in the revisions. 
This family tree would make him a rela- 
tive of Josiah and probably closely allied 
with the thinking of the youthful king. We 
may assume that the prophet felt the 
wickedness of his people keenly and, in- 
fluenced by the earlier prophets—e.g., Isaiah 
—as he undoubtedly was, was gravely con- 
cerned about the future of the nation. 


One does not read far into the book of 


Zephaniah without becoming aware of the _ 


fact that this man was a prophet of judg- 
mnent—against Judah, but also against the 
nations of earth. His style is that which is 
generally called “apocalyptic”—lurid, fiery, 
symbolic, poetic. We find a strong emphasis 
on the traditional Hebrew concept of the 
day of the Lord (Yom Yahweh) which in- 
volved a dual idea of vindication of right- 
eousness and judgment. If the thought back 
of this Yom Yahweh be traced through the 
writings of the Hebrew prophets, it will be 
discovered that it referred toa divine action 
upon the nations because of their sin. With- 
out doubt, the prophets pronounced God’s 
wrath and doom upon the enemies of right- 
eousness and the day of the Lord would 
bring darkness and severe trial. At the same 
time, the day of the Lord ‘would involve 
the righteous reign of the Lord Himself 
over His people in justice and holiness. At 
any rate, when we read Zephaniah’s writ- 
ings, we are made aware that the sin of 
the ple had gone too far; no longer 
could the Yom Yahweh be averted! How- 
ever, there is indication here (and in Joel 
also) that after the judgment time was 
ended, the Lord would bring about a large- 
scale conversion of some type. 

These ideas, coupled with the New Testa- 
ment prophetic thoughts, enable the proph- 
etic student to understand that, while the 
Yom Yahweh concept had a local, immedi- 
ate significance, it also has a long-range 
predictive, aspect as well. Thus, there are 
prophetic students who believe that the 
day of the Lord will yet be fulfilled in the 
Great Tribulation and Kingdom age of the 
future; that these constitute the final ful- 
fillment of the Biblical idea set forth in type 
in the Old Testament era. 

Without doubt, the oremong of Zepha- 
niah, whatever else it might have accom- 
plished, presented a powerful attack on the 
religious syncretism of the day and this, 
coupled with the prediction of the day of 
the Lord, prepared the way for Josiah’s 
reformation action. With this as_back- 
ground material, we turn our attention to 
the study of the assigned text before us. 


The Exposition 


ZEPHANIAH The word “filthy” in verse 
3:1-5 1 is taken from one root; 
however some of the revisions translate “re- 
bellious” from another Hebrew root, which 
inay be more appropriate. If this is so, the 
Hebrew word more’ah may well be a play 
on the site of the Temple, Moriah, indicat- 
ing something of the sin existing as over 
against the holiness of the Temple area. 
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Jerusalem is here called the “oppressing” 
city; and that it had become, for the poor, 
weak, widows, orphans, and. strangers were 
heavy-laden with burdens. These sins were 
added to the corruption of the people in 
making judgment n , 

Notice the ‘indictment brought against 
the people and their city in verses 2-4; the 
picture of wickedness could not be much 
more emphatic. The will of God was not 
obeyed; correction for the existing evils, 
denounced by the prophets, was not re- 
ceived; confidence and trust in the Lord 
had been abandoned; Judah failed to draw 





near to the Lord. And, in the realm of pub- 
lic life—the political sad religious areas of Study Missionary Aviation at 
Judah’s existence—verse 3 informs us that NORTHEASTERN 


the princes were like roaring lions, roaring 
rd es prey, tearing all to pieces apart loemranee a in pene her asta = 
rom the jurisdiction of the law, yieldin; eee srs t 
only to their own despotic acide. The a bor in sis seme tape 08 cami ghees this 
better translates the latter part of | be fying for mission boards. You enjoy the up-to-date 
verse 3, relative to the judges: “. . . her | ‘&ilities of a nearby modern cirport. 
judges | 4 evening pe ore ot that leave noth- inet ‘can eule aah ee 
in, morning.” The comparison is - 
doves wolves, famished from lack of food pmer: Sedisiee cede prs Seoutitel 
all the day long, wander about at night and | === _s‘}3-acre campus — just 45 minutes by 
when they fall upon some prey, they make seepage TO 
short work of it, leaving nothing till the 5 
morning. So, the judges of Judah; their 
whole practice had become corrupt in the 
extreme. 

Next come the prophets and the priests 
in the severe indictment. The man of God 
says that the prophets are (1) light and (2) 
treacherous, or as the RSV suggests, “wan- 
ton, faithless men.” The word “light” de- 
scribes those who offer in their lives and 
teachings no truth, gravity, steadiness, and 
depth; instead, only a shallow superficiality 
that smacks of “orthodoxy” but denies its 
power. Further, they are treacherous—false 
to the Lord whom they pretend and pro- 
fess to serve. How some of these ancient 
denunciations might be revived with profit 
in our own day! When we keep in mind 
that, in a sense, each child of God ought to aS 
be a prophet of God carrying about the 
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priest of God, how often is it that we pro- 
fame the sanctuary—our bodies which are 
the sanctuary or temple of the Holy Spirit? 


Verse 5 draws a contrast between the in- 
justice and unholiness of the sinful u- 
lace and the perfect holiness of the Lord. 
The translation of the Jewish Publication 
Society of America renders the text: “The 
Lord who is righteous is in the midst of 
her, He will not do unrighteousness; Every 
eo He bring His right to light, 
It faileth not; But the unrighteous knoweth 





ZEPHANIAH It is at this point that the 
3:14-20 dark, foreboding scene is 
altered and we find a ray of light and ho 
shining through the pr od Here is the 
sun wena, Saas the storm clouds after 
the storm broken in all of its fury. In 
other words, this is the blessing of God 
upon His people after the day of the Lord’s 
vengeance has - In local ‘significance, 
this was undoubtedly a reference to the re- 
turn from captivity when the favor of God 
was so clearly shown. But again, if we ac- 
cept this as a “dual sense” in prophecy, 
here is the KiKngdom age when Enrlse the 
ing shall rule and reign on earth during 
the millennial period. Whatever may be our 
personal views on the millennium question, 
one thing is here certain: the prophet has 
foreseen a day of triumph when the Lord 
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will have gained victory over His enemies; 


when the of Israel shall be in the 
midst of His kingdom; and a day of rejoic- 
ing shall be ushered in. 

There are those who find in these closing 
verses of the book a reference to the “Israel 
of God,” by which they mean the Church. 
However, it is this writer’s opinion that the 

redictions and promises herein stated are 
or the national Israel who, as a nation, 
will be converted in the future in the day 


when, as St. Paul says, “. . . all Israel shall 
Be saved ...” (Rom. 11:26). 
CONCLUSION There is little doubt that 


Zephaniah’s outspoken 
prophecies prepared the way, to a certain 
extent, for the reforms of Josiah, by enab- 
ling the people—all classes—to see their sin 
in the sight of God. Then, when the king 
instituted the reforms, many were ready to 
“turn over a new leaf” even if only out- 
wardly. Yet, that their hearts were not in 
it is attested by the fact that God sent the 
Yom Yahweh in the form of the captivity 
judgment within a short time. However, 
even in this righteous judgment, His merci- 
ful hand was seen in the return of the peo- 
ple to their land. How comforting to know 
that in justice and indignation, our Lord 
still manifests grace and mercy. 


THIRD QUARTER—1955 


Exile and Restoration: Jeremiah to Malachi 
UNIT A: Judah’s Decline and Fall 
JULY 3, 1955 


The Prophet of Judah’s Decline 
Jeremiah 22; 36; 2 Kings 23:31-24:7 
Printed Text: Jeremiah 22:1-9; 24-25 
. Devotional Reading: Jeremiah 1:14-19 


GENERAL This quarter of lessons, 
INTRODUCTION running through Septem- 
ber of 1955, offers a study of the history of 
the nation of Israel/Judah from the death 
of King Josiah to the close of the Old Testa- 
ment era. Naturally, this will involve a 
study of the downfall of the southern king- 
dom and the attendant ministry of Jere- 
miah and Habakkuk; the exile in Babylon 
with the ministry of Ezekiel and Daniel; 
and the return from exile with the conse- 

uent restoration of the holy city and the 

emple, featuring the ministries of Haggai, 
Zechariah, Ezra, and Nehemiah. Then the 
final word of the Old Testament with a 
long-range promise of the coming of the 
Messiah, as found in Malachi’s writings. 
The lessons in this series will be subdivided 
into three units: A. Judah’s Decline and 
Fall; B. The Exile and Its Problems; C. 
The Return and New Beginning. 


DATES AND All of the. events in our 
study occur within the 
reign of Jehoiakim whose dates can be set 
c. 608-597 B.C. The place of activity may be 
stated as Jerusalem and its environs. 


INTRODUCTION In view of the fact that 
TO THE LESSON the kin of Babylon 


layed so t a part in the affairs of the 

Kingdom of Judah, we are including here- 

with a list of these kings in chronological 
Nahahal, 





order as to their régi Vabop was 
the founder of the New Babylonian (Chald- 
wan) empire, reigned from c. 626-605 B.C. 
His son, Nebuchadrezzar, took the throne 
and ruled c. 605-562 B.C., followed by his 
son, Evil-Merodach, c. 562-560 B.C. Then, in 
order: Neriglissar, 559-556 B.C.; Laboro- 
soarchod, c. 556-555 B.C.; Nabonidas (Na- 
buno’id) c. 555-539 B.C.; and Cyrus the Per- 
sian who dethroned Nabonidas. 

The over-all picture of the historical situ- 
ation of this period might be helpful to 
sketch at this point. When Josiah was kill- 


ETERNITY 


acme tres 





. ed in battle, the populace crowned his son, 


Jehoahaz king (2 Ki. 23:30); and he reigned 
for three months as one of the many evil 
kings of Judah’s history. In the midst of 
this abbreviated reign, Pharaoh-Necho once 
more invaded the land and captured the 
king, confining him in Egypt where he 
eventually died. In addition the Pharaoh 
taxed the land (2 Ki. 23:33) about $223,085 
and put in his own choice of king, one 
whom he thought would be a puppet, Je- 
hoiakim (v. 34). 

During the régime of this twenty-five 
year old puppet king, Jehoiakim, Nebu- 
chadrezzar king of Babylon advanced to- 
ward Palestine (2 Ki. 24:1) and the kin 
of Judah, in terror, proclaimed a nationa 
fast (Jer. 36:9). However, this supposed 
“repentance” was h itical, for when 
Jeremiah’s prophecies were read before Je- 
hoiakim, he cut them into ribbons and 
burned them (Jer. 36:22, 23). 

When Nebuchadrezzar came to Jerusalem, 
Jehoiakim was arrested as an agent of 
Pharaoh-Necho and was about to be trans- 
ported to Babylon when Nebuchadrezzar 
was called back home because of the death 
of his father (Nabopolassar). He left Je- 
hoiakim as a sort of vassal or slave for three 


. years, who submitted for awhile and then 


rebelled. Since Nebuchadrezzar was tied up 
in activities in Babylon, he could not over- 
rule the rebellion but apparently sent his 
armies (the various peoples under his con- 
trol; see v. 2) to quiet the revolt. It may 
be that Jehoiakim was murdered in this 
uprising, we do not know. At least his son, 
Jehoiachin became the national ruler. So 
much for the background of history. Now, 
let us look at the assigned text. 


The Exposition 


JEREMIAH Let us keep in mind that 
22:1, 2 it was not the easiest 
thing to do for a prophet to approach a 
reprobate king with a message of judgment. 
Recall that Nathan approached David after 
he had sinned (2 Sam. 12:1 ff) and went 
unflinching with the declaration from God. 
As a result, the king repented of his wicked- 
ness. But then, David was a righteous king; 
these kings were not! We may not know of 
Jeremiah’s feelings when the commission 
was given to him; but he apparently obeyed. 
The commission urged Jeremiah to remind 
Jehoiakim of his heritage—the previous 
kings who followed in the line of David; 
how degenerate some of them had been, and 
yet how godly others. 


JEREMIAH Once again, the king was 
22:3-5 reminded that, since 
Judah was a “church-state” in which the 
rulers were expected to provide for the 
spiritual as well as temporal welfare of the 
people, he, the king, must denounce wicked- 
ness and call — his people to adhere to 
godliness. If this were done (v. 4), God 
would certainly bless the land and the 
régime; but if not (v. 5), desolation was 
guaranteed. 


Gilead was a land of 
22:6-9 fertile pastures and stately 
forests. Lebanon, covered as it was with 
cedars and capped with tual snow, 
was a spot of pride in the land. These two 
were symbols of beauty and majestic eager! 
and permanence which could be the lot of 
ore if they were only willing to be 
obedient to His will. On the other hand, for 
their sin, He promised the judgment of a 
wilderness (v. 6). Interestingly, the Lord 
said (v. 7), “I will sanctify (RSV margin) 
destroyers against you”; they have been con- 
secrated to this work of destruction. It is, 
perhaps, difficult for us to conceive of God, 
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‘accomplish His pu 





holy Being that He is, using godless men to 
. Yet, He who called 
Nebuchadnezzar His “servant” (Jer. 25:9), 
can surely make use of the wicked to bri 

His judgments against His people. He makes 
the wrath of man to praise Him! The terri- 
bie testimony of verses 8, 9 would ring with 
finality when passers-by on the desola- 
tion of that which judged and asked 
the reason. Can it not He said, as we 
today gaze upon past civilizations which 
have gone down into virtual obscurity that 
they refused to give heed to the Lord? Can 
it not be said of individuals also who have 
swerved aside from the will of God and 
made a wreck of their lives, taking God's 
second-best for themselves, that this has 
happened becayse they forsook the plan and 
purpose of God and turned to other gods? 
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Gospel Light Lessons 


CANADA: “. . . the best I have ever used.” 
- no longer 


ILLINOIS: “‘. . . inspiring to both children 
and teachers.” 

NEW YORK: “... wonderfully Bible-centered 
and to the point.” 

CALIFORNIA: “Your materials are attrac- 
tive and educationally superb.” 
KENTUCKY: “7 recommend your literature 
in many churches.” 

ALASKA: “After only one month there is 
new life throughout our Sunday school.” 
MICHIGAN: “We have seen tremendous 


growth and renewed interest. Our teach- 
ers have a new lease on their work.” 
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GOSPEL LIGHT LESSONS can revitalize your Sunday 
School! ...Here’s why... a6 

1. Gospel Light Sunday School Lessons teach the 
whele Bible. Every part of God’s Word is pre- 
sented, including creation, sacred history, sal- 
vation and Christian living. 

2. They are correctly graded to each age group 
to provide a study of God’s Word which is gradual, 
logical, systematic and long remembered. 


Examine Gospel Light lessons at your 
dealer’s NOW or write for futher information 
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There is a great deal of 
22:24, 25 significance in these verses 
and verse 30 as well. When Jehoiakim died, 
his son Jehoiachin rei in his stead. In 
the passage before us he is called “Jeconiah” 
or “Coniah.” God’s message concerning him 
was one of abandonment and judgment. 
Even though he were as valuable as a ring- 
signet (used for sealing important docu- 
ments), God would still thrust him aside 
and surrender him to Babylonian captivity. 


But verse 30 is important use of its re- 
lation to the Lo esus Christ. 
If this text be compared with Matthew 


1:11, it will be seen that Jehoiachin (Jeco- 
niah, Coniah), who was in the genealogical 
line of Joseph the husband of Mary, had a 
curse put _~ him which decisively stated 
that none of his descendants might ever sit 
upon the throne of David. Now, if Jesus 
had been the natural offspring of Joseph 
through the normal means of procreation, 
then He would have inherited this curse 
and could: never become the Messiah, sit- 
ting on the throne of David in the future. 
On the other hand, since Mary’s genealogi- 
cal line was the legal, rather than the royal, 
line Jesus could not have been king either. 
The answer is found in the plan of God, 
that the Lord Jesus Christ was to be born 
of a virgin, even as He was! Then, when 
oseph subsequently married Mary, he gave 
to her child, Jesus, the royal line title minus 
the curse since Jesus was not Joseph’s child! 
How marvelous are God’s ways! And how 
wonderful that such a verse as this might in 
so definite a way be fulfilled. 


JULY 10, 1955 
Habakkuk’s Faith Tested 
Habakkuk 


Printed Text: Habakkuk 1:1-6; 12-13; 2:14 
Devotional Reading: Habakkuk 3:2-4; 17-19 


DATES AND Habakkuk was a seventh 
SETTINGS century prophet, minister- 
ing about 600 B.C., w writings have 
been included among the “minor prophets.” 
His name is uncertain as to meaning; it 
may mean “embrace” or it may come from 
the Assyrian word hambakuku, a variety of 

ien plant. The ministry he performed 
was undoubtedly carried on in Jerusalem. 


It is generally assumed 
that, during the reign of 
Jehoiakim (608-597 B.C.), Habakkuk gave 
voice to the suffering of those .who were 
subservient to the lawless, greedy, oppres- 
sive leaders of Judah ‘in the régime of the 
selfish king (Jer. 22:13-19). The conditions 
appear to have been intolerable and the be- 
lieving remnant were beginning to inquire 
whether God was not interested in their 
problems; whether the heavens were brass; 








why He did not interfere if He was 80 
sentedies. The book of Habakkuk, different 
from other contemporary writings, presents 
a record of the prophet’s communion with 
God as he pleaded for God to act. 


From available evidence, we gather that 
Habakkuk was a contemporary of Jeremiah 
and that both of these men of min- 
istered in the fateful days of Judah’s final 
collapse. His philosophical musings are 
pecaltats of oulicansh aes of all ages who 
persistently ask “why?” and “how?” in re- 

to God’s dealings with mankind. Why 
loes God tolerate evil? How can He possi- 
bly use an evil people to bring good? 


It is interesting to observe that when 
Habakkuk pleaded with God, the answer 
came back to him in a strange way; cer- 
tainly not in the way he had expected, nor 
was it the answer he had anticipated. This 
is interesting, we say, because it has so often 
been repeated in the lives of the Lord’s 
people through the centuries. We pray for 
something specific; in fact, we have our 
minds made up as to how the answer must 
come, Yet, again and again, the Lord brings 
His will to for our good in a way which 
is totally different from that in which our 
petition had been phrased. If we are startled 
or surprised by in these matters, let 
us remember that Habakkuk was also. 


Then too, God instructed Habakkuk to be 
patient; that the divine answer would come 
—in God’s own time! And again, we may 
learn a lesson, for our time is not alwa 
God’s time! When we are absolutely certain 
that something must be done for us within 
a specified period of time, God often takes 
much longer to accomplish His pu . It 
is we who have to learn that He is never 
in a hurry; He who knows the end from 
the beginning works all things out in an 
unhurried fashion. Nothing catches Him 
off guard for He holds all things in His 
hand and controls by His perfect will. 


There is an interesting apocryphal legend 
told of Habakkuk in the agree oe 
book, Bel and the Dragon, which has no 
bearing on our text or study, but we men- 
tion it in passing for information only. The 
story ee that Habakkuk was in the 
midst of cooking a stew for field reapers 
when the Lord’s angel commanded him to 
take it to Babylon and give it to Daniel in 
the lion’s den. When Habakkuk insisted he 
had never been to Babylon and did not 
know the location of the den, aay or 

romptly lifted him u up bowl and 
— 20 | holdin Habakkuk by the hair of 
his head, swung him through space with the 

test of ease, setting him down outside 

the lion’s den so that he might give Daniel 

the soup. When Daniel finished, the angel 

rted Habakkuk back to Jerusalem 

once more in the same stratosphere-like 
manner. 
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The Exposition 


uite often, the prophets 
o God. were presented 
with a burden (massa’)}—some decree which 
came from God and which they, as His mes- 
sengers, were obligated to sooraiaa, distaste- 
ful though it might have been. However 
difficult miglit be the task, there would be 
no relief from the massa’ until the prophet 
had delivered it (see Isa. 13:1, Nah. 1:1, 
Zech. 9:1, Mal. 1:1 for other examples of 
“burdens”). In this case, the “burden” was 
a probem: how could a holy, just God 
tolerate the continued wickedness of Jud- 
wan rulers? Must He not act? 


Actually, verses 1-4 in this opening chap- 
ter of the book constitute the prophet'’s cry 
to the Lord; we can almost sense the ang- 
uish in his voice as the plea ascended to 
Heaven. And then, beginning at verse 5, 
the answer of the Lord is returned. In a 
sense, what the Lord asked Habakkuk to 
do was to enlarge his horizons; to look be- 
yond the end of his nose. The Lord was 
already beginning His work of judgment in 
other nations and that judgment was grad- 
uall ing to approach His own le 
Judah’ In short, the Lord was snitiier Goon 
the pagan Chaldzans to come against Judah 
with a view to punishing this idolatrous na- 
tion for their sins. Now, of course, this 
presented further problems to Habakkuk 
as we shall see; it would be as if we were 
to say that God planned to cause the Rus- 
sians to descend against America to punish 
our “righteous” nation for its iniquities. 
Immediately, someone would ask: how 
could a holy God use such an atheistic 
people to punish a “Christian” nation? 

The answer is obvious! God can use any 
force He wishes to accomplish His pu 
as we have seen previously. And further, 
America is far from a ristian nation; 
there is no such thing as a Christian nation! 
There would be absolutely no injustice in 
allowing one godless nation to punish an- 
other. And so, in ancient times, while Hab- 
akkuk’s sensibilities were shocked by God’s 
program, he was simply told that God knew 
where He was going and what He was 
doing! 


HABAKKUK Here, in so many words, 
1:12, 13 is the statement which sets 
forth what we have already described. The 
prophet asked: “Lord, how can such things 
be? Wickedness abounds all about us, and 





yet You are going to use these wicked 
Chaldzans to judge our wickedness. I can- 
not understand! Are You not of purer eyes 
than to tolerate evil? How then can this 
be?” Habakkuk was but giving expression to 
what, so often, so many of us think even 
today. We have a tendency to criticize God’s 
= and actions if not vocally, at least men- 

. We need to realize what Habakkuk 
had to learn: that God’s ways are not our 
ways, and that His thoughts are a to 
ours! We are finite; He is infinite! We make 
mistakes; He never does! And what He does 
will always be for our best and His glory. 
“. .. we know that all things work together 
for good to them who love God, to those 
who are the called according to his pur- 


HABAKKUK On numerous occasions in 
2:1-4 Scripture, prophets of God 
are resented as “watchmen” who are 
alert, listening for the message the Lord 
conveys to them. When in doubtful cases 
they wished to know more fully what the 
Lord’s will was, they would retire from so- 
ciety and give themselves to thought, con- 
centration, and meditation until the Lord 
gave them a message. What a need for our 
own lives, for “would to God that all the 
Lord’s le were —— coe (NER 
11:29). Oh, that we would spend time alone 
with the Lord and His Word till He speaks 
to us in its pages! : 

In verse 2 there is the requirement to 
make the vision or message clear and plain 
so that the one who reads it may act upon 
it. How often do we, in our daily Christian 
living, make the message of Jesus Christ so 
plain that those with whom we come in 
contact may act upon it for their own lives? 

And then, finally, verses 3 and 4: God 
has His own time for all things, and He will 
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‘CAN PREVENT 
THIS 


LAST SUMMER over 52,000 boys 
and girls — from rural homes — 
attended American Sunday-School 
Union Bible camps and Vacation 
Bible schools. 4,986 of these chil- 
dren professed faith in Jesus Christ 
as Saviour. Without this personal 
experience of saving faith, many 
of these children might have been 
driven by their home and commu- 
nity environments to lives of use- 
lessness and even crime. 

THIS SUMMER MAY 
DETERMINE THEIR FUTURE ! 
This year your faithful support will 
enable even more children to at- 
tend these camps and schools. A 
contribution in the future of Amer- 
ica's children is the most important 
and worthwhile investment you 

can make. 
Write for a copy of our magazine, 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL MISSIONARY. 
Our missionaries are 
available for 
speaking engagements. 


Write to Dept. E 
Department of Missions 
American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut St., repr ct 2:4 
“THE PIONEER SUNDAY SCHOOL ORGANIZATION OF THE U.S.A.” 
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The text assigned to us concludes with 
that wonderful Reformation verse “the 
righteous shall live by his faith.” We who 


have been declared righteous in Jesus Christ 
claim no merit of our own; we not at- 
tempt to live our lives in human strength. 
But the righteous shall continue to live by 
faith—faith in the work of Jesus Christ our 
Lord for us. 

JULY 17, 1955 


Ezekiel and the Earlier Captivity 
The Exposition 
2 Kings 24:8-16; 25:27-30; Ezekiel 1:1-3; 
2:1-4; 3:11-15; 11:14-20; 18:30-32 
Printed Text: 2 Kings 24:8-15a; 
Ezekiel 1:2, 3; 18:30-32 
Devotional Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
DATES AND Ezekiel is classed with the 


SETTINGS “major prophets.” He was 
exported with the élite of the captives led 
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away to Babylon c. 598 B.C. There, he lived 
in the colony of exiles at Tel Abib on the 
Chebar River, an important canal on the 
Euphrates irrigation system. He began to 
tophesy when about thirty years of age, 
ive years after the captivity began. 


INTRODUCTION Once more, in order to 

grasp the significance of 
the events of our lesson, a sketch of the 
historical situation might be in order. Ap- 
parently, the siege of Jerusalem was en- 
trusted to Nebuchadrezzar’s subordinates 
until the fall seemed near; then the king 
himself came on the scene. Jehoiachin, the 
Queen Mother (Nehushta — “the brazen”), 
the court .and officials surrendered to the 
Babylonian king (v. 12). The text in 2 
Ke 24:11 ff. reports that all the treasures 
of the Temple and palace were. taken, and 
all court officials including the king and his 
mother and wives were similarly exported. 
In fact, verse 14 tells us that “all Jerusalem” 
was taken—i.e., those who might cause 
further trouble or uprisings. Thus some 
11,000 (vv. 13-16) or more were taken into 
captivity, with only the “poorest” left 

ind. 

Jehoiachin was kept for some thirty-seven 
years in a Babylonian prison until he was 
released by Evil-Merodach (man of Mar- 
duk), the son of Nebuchadrezzar. Zedekiah, 
Jehoiachin’s. uncle, replaced the king on the 
throne, and the Scriptures tell us that, as 
many before him, “he did evil.” We also 
read that he rebelled against Nebuchadrez- 
zar which was apparently most treacherous 
for he had taken a solemn oath of faithful- 
ness to Nebuchadrezzar (2 Chron. 36:13; 
Ezk. 17:13). The rebellion may well have 
happened thus, piecing together the sug- 
gestions and statements in various parts of 
Scripture: the king sought to make tenta- 
tive alliances with Edom, Moab, Tyre, Si- 
don, and Ammon, with a view to finally 
overcoming the power of Babylon. However, 
it is assumed that Nebuchadrezzar found 
out something about Zedekiah’s conspiracy 
and the Judzan king had to reassure Ne- 
buchadrezzar of his loyalty by sending am- 
bassadors to Babylon. 


This embassy did not convince the Baby- 
lonian monarch so Zedekiah had, himself, 
to go to Babylon and explain his actions 
(Jer. 51:59). On his return, he seems to have 
attempted further alliances, mainly with 
Egypt (Ezk. 17:15-18). Then, probably feel- 
ing secure enough, Zedekiah attempted an 
open rebellion (2 Ki. 24:20). Nebuchadrez- 
zar had been waiting for this and retaliated 
quickly, overrunning Judah (Jer. 34:7) and 
Jerusalem (2 Ki. 25:1). All attempts to re- 
sist the Babylonian forces were soon over- 
thrown. In the midst of the siege, Zedekiah 
could not seem to make up his mind—vas- 
cillated between surrender or resistance. Al- 
ternately, he interviewed Jeremiah and ~ 
him in prison. The allies Zedekiah had 
counted upon—i.e., Moab, Edom, Ammon, 
and Philistia—withdrew from him and 
waited, ironically, for a share in the spoil 
when — would be captured . (Ezk. 25). 

Suddenly, the Egyptian armies under 
Pharaoh Hophra (grandson of Necho) came 
into the battle and for a short while en- 
gaged the Chaldzans in warfare giving brief 
respite to Judah. But this hope was short- 
lived, and the siege against Judah was soon 
resumed with the added difficulty that fam- 
ine had also set in (2 Ki. 25:3). Finally, the 


leaders of Judah gave in; the king and his © 


army sought to escape but were captured. 
In accordance with the Assyro-Babylonian 
custom, King Zedekiah had his eyes burned 
out and was carried in chains to Babylon. 
With this as background, we are ready to 
examine some of the texts in our assigned 
lesson material. 


ETERNITY 
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The Exposition 


2 KINGS As I was doing some pre- 
25:27-30 aration for one of my 
classes at the Philadelphia Bible Institute 
recently on the subject of archzological 
“finds,” a note in Dr. Merrill F. Unger’s 
book, Archeology and the Old Testament 
presented some interesting data concerning 
this text. According to the Bible text, Evil- 
Merodach. released Jehoiachin from the 
Babylonian prison and permitted him food 
rations for the rest of his life. Dr. Unger 
informs us that some three hundred cunei- 
form tablets were unearthed near the Ishtar 
Gate in Babylon. In the lists of rations 
given to craftsmen and — who lived in 
or near the capital one finds the reference 
to “Yaukin, king of the land of Yahud” 
which obviously means Jehoiachin, king of 
Judah. Here is an instance in which arch- 
wology confirms the Biblical record, and 
such instances are, of course, numerous. 


Here is the passage which 
dates the prophecies of 
the seer, Ezekiel, during his stay in Baby- 
lon. He was carried away captive along 
with Jehoiachin and other officials, and be- 
gan his prophetic teaching of the people 
while there in Babylon, by the River Che- 
bar. The statement “the hand of the Lord 
was upon him” is the characteristic way 
of saying that he received prophetic inspira- 
tion from the Lord. His ministry was not 
his own; but he was guided by another force 
outside himself. We may assume that the 
captives gathered as time permitted by the 
waters to bewail their fate at first; later, 
they probably gathered to consider the es- 
sential truths of their religious beliefs. As 
a matter of fact, it was out of the Babylon 
exile that the later synagogue system de- 
veloped. “Synagogue” comes from a Greek 
word, sunagoge, which literally means “a 
gathering together.” The exiles gathered to- 
gether at the water’s edge to share their 
religious fervor and desire for return to 
the homeland. In the beautiful 137th Psalm 
we find a description of this gathering to- 
gether by.the waters of Babylon. 


EZEKIEL 1:2, 3 


EZEKIEL 2:1-4 Here is a further expan- 
sion of the commission 
Ezekiel received from the Lord. Not only 
was the hand of the Lord upon him, but 
the Lord spoke to him, sending him to a 
rebellious people. Because of their repeated 
revolting, the Lord had sent them into exile 
for punishment until they might learn that 
He was to run their lives. Ezekiel was equip- 


ped by the Holy Spirit’s power and given 
the task of making the captives conscious of 
one thing: “Thus saith the Lord God!” 
When they learned to understand the Lord 
God; when they were willing to bow their 
stiff necks in surrender and submission to 
Him; then would their captivity end! 


EZEKIEL 18:30-32 The people, even though 

in exile, must not think 
that the Lord delights in inflicting this 
grievous punishment on them. He is not a 
heartless Being whose time is taken up 
solely with devising new methods of punish- 
ment. However, they must know that be- 
cause they have been rebellious, He had. to 
chastise them. Now, the call goes out to 
them: “Repent—and return!” There is a 
play on words in the Hebrew text which 
is difficult to convey into English: Shubu 
we ha-shibu, “turn and return.” The turn- 
ing from transgressions would be the out- 
ward evidence of genuine repentance; an 
indication that the people really meant 
business. Then, “iniquity shall not be your 
ruin.” 

“Why will you die?” is an —, ques- 
tion. No man dies spiritually unless he truly 
wants to. No one will ever be in Hell except 
those who voluntarily determined to go 


their own way instead of God’s way and | 


thus sealed their destiny. As we look round 
about us in our present day with its utter 
carelessness and disregard of the things of 
the Lord, how the question ought to burn 
within us till we investigate and ask these 
deluded souls: “Why will you die?” God 
has made every provision for redemption in 
Jesus Christ! He has created His Church as 
an agency for the proclamation of the true 
gospel. There are tracts, booklets, books, 
radio programs, personal workers, church 
meetings, evangelistic services—multitudes 


of ways in which Christ can be known. And. 


yet, a great percentage of the population 
goes heedless on its way without Christ. To 
all such we must ask: “‘Why will you die?” 


Certainly God has no pleasure in the 
eternal condemnation of the unregenerate; 
yet, in Adam man has made his choice to 
rebel against God, and again and again in 
person after person, that original choice is 
confirmed. There is but one thing for God 
to-do in conformity with His holiness: send 
these rebels into outer darkness forever! 
This is His righteous decree. Oh, that we 
who are the Lord’s own might use oppor- 
tunities given to us to reach the lost for 
Him! END 
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NEW BOOKS 





Knowing 


the Books 


of the Bible 


RALPH L. KEIPER, Book Review Editor 


One of the questions often asked is 
this, “How may I get a real knowledge 
of the Bible?” To the person who has 
been many years in the faith, as well as 
the person who has recently come to the 
knowledge of the Lord, this question is 
of great importance. The Word of God is 
central to all our Christian living—in 
prayer, in worship, in living for the 
Lord, and in our Christian witnessing. 

There are two ways in which one can 
learn to master the Bible through prayer- 
ful, consistent study. One way is to study 
the Bible, book by book. The other way 
is to master God’s Word through a sys- 
tematic study of the great doctrines 
found therein. Both ways have merit, 
each being a complement to the other. 
As a student at the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, I had both these ways presented to 
me. For my book study I had as my 
teacher Dr. James. M. Gray, a former 
president of the Institute and a well- 
known Bible conference speaker. For my 
doctrine study I had Dr. P. B. Fitzwater 
who is responsible for giving many 
young men not only a love for God’s 
Word but for grounding them in the 
faith “once delivered to the saints.” 

Fortunately Dr. Gray’s lectures have 
been in print for many years under the 
title Synthetic Bible Studies. In this 
work there is a presentation of each of 
the sixty-six books of the Bible. There is 
a brief discussion as to the author of 
each book, the date of writing, the 
people to whom it was written, the rea- 
son why it was written, and other in- 
teresting matters helpful to the study of 
the book in question. Following the in- 
troductory material, there is a complete 
outline for each book. The outlines are 
simple, growing out of the text. Verses 
are indicated which makes for easy refer- 
ence. The outlines are not complex 
which make them not difficult to memor- 
ize. The outlines have a natural, logical 
presentation of the book which enables 
the student to grasp the essential truths 
of the text with ease and with under- 


Such a study is of value, for as the 
title of the book, Synthetic Bible Studies 
suggests, it gives one a complete view of 
the Scriptures. Everything is seen in its 


proper perspective. With a synthetic ap- 
proach to the Bible one becomes less apt 
to take verses out of context in order to 
support an erroneous theory or a pet 
“discovery” of a truth which does not 
really exist. 

Synthetic Bible Studies, by James M. 
Gray, can be obtained through ETERNITY 
Book Service. This volume has been an 
invaluable tool to the Book Editor, as 
he continually finds things in it he miss- 
ed on previous readings, things which he 
had no need for at the time. At another 
time, in this column, we shall discuss a 
book which deals with the Word of God 
from the point of view of doctrine. 


The Westminster t—Volume 5. G. 
Campbell Morgan. Revell. 351 pp. $4. 
Ten volumes, being issued at he rate of 

one every two months, will include nearly 

three-hundred of Dr. Morgan’s messages 
which were preached from the Westminster 

Chapel, London. Volume 5 contains twenty- 

six of these expositions of Scripture includ- 

ing three series of studies on “Christian 

Citizenship,” “Church Ideals,” and “The 

Kingdom” with four or five messages each. 

Some of the other titles of sermonic ma- 

terial included in this volume are: “The 

Passion-Baptism,” “Death Abolished,” “Was 

Thomas Mistaken?” and “The Beginning of 

Sin,” each of which will provide much food 

for thought. A sixteen page ical and 

textual index to the set is available to the 
purchaser. We enthusiastically recommend 
the book. 

H.H.E. 

First ny Phyllis Speshock. Zondervan. 155 


is the story of a young girl, Emil 
Baird, whose “first love” is Pind her 
Saviour. Emily’s sincere desire to learn to 
follow His will and to keep Him as her 
first Love forms a pleasantly moving story. 
And, because this same drama is written on 
the living page of Christian experience, the 
reader finds sympathetic interest in the 
ey crucial questions which Emily must 

ce. 


This is the author’s first book-length 
novel after considerable experience in the 
short-story field. We feel it justifies many 
more portrayals from the pen of Phyllis 


Speshock. 
Marte R. ROSEWARNE 


We Learn to W God. Robert T. 

Sutherland. Moody. 127 pp. $2. 

We Learn to Worship is an attractive, in- 
structive book for youngsters. The author 
has captured the knack of taking subjects 
that are fascinating to children and apply- 
ing Scripture truth to them. He has an easy, 


natural style that children will find delight- 


ful. There are a t many stories about 
animal, bird, and insect life; some about 
the everyday experiences of the little ones 
themselves. The stories are printed in large, 
clear type, and author Sutherland kee; 

them short so that the young reader will 
not lose interest. This reviewer is of the 
opinion that they will clamor for the next 


one .. . and the next. 
Marie R. ROSEWARNE 
The i Brothers. Deborah Alcock. 


Moody Press. 351 pp. $3.00. 

In a day when it is difficult to find good 
Christian, fiction, it is most refreshing to 
find a volume which is certainly above aver- 
age. It was a pleasure to read The Spanish 
Brothers-and to discover a book which, 
when once begun, is difficult to lay aside. 

The setting of the story is sixteenth cen- 
tury a. during the period of the terrible 
Spanish Inquisition. 

The story holds a greater fascination be- 
cause many of the incidents and individuals 
recorded had their counterparts in real life. 
A fictional story which has been given an 
historical setting always serves a double 
— it serves to increase one’s know- 
edge concerning some of the details of 
history, as well as providing an entertaining 
method of acquiring that knowledge. You 
will find that this book provides not only 
fascinating reading, but also will challenge 
your faith and cause you to be more bold 
in the defense of the Word of God. 

Grorce W. HAMPSHIRE 


The Dawn Came Late. C. DeRuischer. 

Zondervan. 217 pp. $2.50. 

The problems, personal and professional, 
that confront a young minister as he serves 
his first church, are graphically and sym- 
pathetically eo in this fine, absorbing 
Christian novel. 

John Dorn becomes an orphan within a 
few hours of his birth, his mother dying and 
his father, frenzied by the loss of his wife, 
disappearing. The helpless infant is adopted 
by friends of his parents and is reared in a 
truly Christian atmosphere. All through his 
boyhood years, John believes his supposed 
parents to be his real mother and father. 

As a youth, John realizes that the Lord 
is calling him into the ministry and his 
education proceeds toward that end. At last 
the young man graduates from Seminary 
and is ordained. He then receives a call 
from a country church, and it is here that 
he encounters friendships, enmities, love 
and shattering frustrations. He also learns 
the truth about his birth and that he was 
adopted. 

ere is a surprise ending which will de- 
light the reader. The characters in the story 
are all very real, and as we bury ourselves 
in the book, we feel right at home since 
John’s problems may definitely be those 
which occur in our own lives and in our 

own churches. 
ANNETTE EHRENSTEIN 


The Messianic Idea in Israel. Joseph Klaus- 
ner. Translated by W. F. Stinespring. 
Macmillan. 543 pp. $7.50. 

Here is a brilliantly written history of 
the concept of the Messiah given to us by 
a professor emeritus of Hebrew literature 
and Jewish history in the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem. Dr. Klausner has done a 
superb piece of work in thoroughly tracing 
the consciousness of the Messiah among the 
Jewish people down through their long and 
colorful history. The book is divided into 
three : I. The Period of the Prophets; 
IL. e A ha and Pseudepigrapha; 
a The woe oy the Tannaim. Th fe 

ere is ap) a worthy comparison of 

Jewish and Christian thinking about the 
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Messiah. The volume is well indexed and 
will prove to be a valuable addition to the 
research library of any Biblical student. 
The reader who turns to this book in as 
unbiased a fashion as possible for informa- 
tion and benefit from the author’s long re- 
search, will find stimulating his book-by- 
book analysis of the messianic consciousness 
of the Jewish people. Ererniry’s readers 
will not all agree with the author's dating 
of Bible books, nor his conclusions drawn 
from Scripture quotations. There will be 
some technical terminology that may not 
be of particular interest to some readers. 
But to go through Joseph Klausner’s vol- 
ume carefully and thoroughly with a desire 
to acquire worthwhile information, is a re- 
warding experience that will broaden any 
serious student's 2 gy apse of the content 
of the word Messiah. An excellent book for 
a discerning reader. 
H. H. E. 


A Layman’s Guide to Protestant Theology. 
William Hordern. Macmillan. 218 pp. 
Bibliography. $3.50. 

This book could well be called the Pas- 
tor’s Guide to Protestant Theology. It is 
simply and accurately written, and is an ex- 
cellent work for any pastor or layman who 
wishes to know the variety of theological 
winds that blow without wading through 
the typical scholar’s heavy vocabulary and 
extensive documentation. 

Hordern describes the origin of orthodoxy 
as such in the patristic period, and then the 
threat to orthodoxy in the post-Reforma- 
tion period by philosophy, science, Biblical 
criticism, and religious liberalism (Schleier- 
macher and Ritschl). Next he gives a rela- 
tively fair and just treatment of twentieth 
century fundamentalism noting Machen and 
Carnell as its two most worthy defenders. 
Following this he devotes two chapters to 





various types of liberalism, then a chapter 
on Barth and Brunner as the leaders in 
neo-orthodoxy. A chapter each is also given 


‘to Niebuhr and Tillich. The final chapter 


is about the general orthodox mood which 
prevails in theology as exemplified by such 
men as Temple and Richardson. 


We would say that liberalism should have 
been better organized and outlined rather 
than given what appeared to this reviewer 
as almost a piecemeal discussion. Secondly, 
his use of the word “orthodox” is very gen- 
erous, and it is used with a greater flexibil- 
ity than most orthodox people would ap- 
prove. In commendation we would say his 





’ treatment is always fair and calm. His fair 


and generous treatment of fundamentalism 
was refreshing in contrast to the usual treat- 
ment of the traditional orthodoxy by its 
critics. This book does not cover all the 
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Whoever starts to read this story of the JUNGLE DOCTOR 
is not likely to put the book down until he has read the last word! 


“Gently I pulled the unbleached calico sheet over the 
little chap’s head. I groaned! To think this had been 
going on for years, and I had been sitting complacently 
at home. But now I could do nothing more about it. I 
was the unfortunate in the front line who had to watch 
suffering and death stalk through the land almost 


Paul White’s 


vocror or TANGANYIKA 


Beautiful New American Edition, Profusely Illustrated 
At Your Bookstore—$3.00 : 
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gripping and 
tenderly told 
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The books reviewed in_ these 
columns, as well as other books, 
can be purchased through Eternity 


Book Service, 1716 Spruce St, 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 








A challenging study of Christ’s 


powerful personality 





by 
Jacos TANNER 


Here, in a series 

of incidents from the 
New Testament, Christ’s mastery over 

the situations of life is revealed. 

He was not only kind, gentle and meek, 
as most think of Him . . . but He 

was very strong and decisive in everything 
He did. Nineteen challenging chapters 
forcefully presenting a well-rounded 


picture of Christ. 
Paper bound — 76 pages $1 25 
At your bookstore 
or from Dept. ET 


Augsburg Publishing House 
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sincere 


the mature saint.” 





book. The author emphasizes the im 


well-rounded 


to motives, the call 
tion, the missi 


obligation remains unaltered until 
world has been accomplished. 





STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF JAMES 
by STEPHEN W. PAINE 


The Epistle of James is a practical letter on Christian living—as 
vital today as when it was written. Examining James’ message, 
Dr. Paine shows that the sins Jesus rebuked are still with us. 
This, says the author, is a book “to whet the appetite of the 
istian who desires to go deeper with 
‘living waters’ for the babe in Christ, and ‘waters to swim in’ for 


ABIDING VALUES IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
by HAROLD C. MASON 


Dr. Mason’s belief “that the evangelical faith is the true expression of Christianity 
and that Christian teaching is dependent on it” forms the solid foundation of this 


bjectives, but in ev hase of any given pro 
enna inochi, cumieutiaaly budgeting, Y the pastor’s role, and many other factors of a 
Christian education program. $2.50 


MISSIONARY PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE 


by HAROLD LINDSELL 


Ten years in the writing, this up-to-date, authoritative work dis- 
Fabel gna aspect of mission study. Entire chapters are devoted 
and preparation for foreign service, and 
selection of personnel. Here are facts on missi 

"s spiritual life and finances, 
is that the missi 's 


the field, etc. The author’s basic ge sa - 
evangelization o' 
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MISSION ON MAIN STREET 
b 


Helga Bender Henry 
Typifying the work done by res- 
cue missions all over the United 
States, here is a 
deeply inspiring 
story of the Un- 
ion Rescue Mis- 
sion in Los An- 
geles, the largest 
rescue mission in 
North America, 
answering the 
question, “What 
happens to the 
men rescued by the mission?” 
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THE CHRISTIAN PATH 


Walking in 
the Light 


Glimpses into 
Lives With An 
Inner Radiance 


MARJORIE 
WILKINSON 


A clear and positive 
statement of what 
the Spirit of God 
has meant to many 
Christians! 

Here is a host of thrilling testi- 
monies—shared experiences of cour- 
ageous men and women who have 
been guided by the light of the 
presence of God. Here is revealed 
the nature—and the power—of that 
light, and the steps that can lead 
us today to walking in it. 

A book of encouragement, hope, 
and inspiration for all Christians! 


Only $1. 
At Att Bookstores 
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movements in modern theology but it. does 
deal with the central ones. 
BERNARD RAMM 


Doing the Truth: A Summary of Christian 
Ethics. James A. Pike. Christian Faith 
Series. Doubleday. 192 pp. $2.95. 

This work is the production of the dean 
of the famous Cathedral of St. John the 
Divine located in New York City. Dr. Pike 
is trained in both law and theology, and 
has served on the faculty of Columbia Uni- 
versity. 

The virtues of the book are: (i) recogni- 
tion that ethics cannot be separated from 
religion; (ii) a realization that ethics also 
involves us in the problem of sin and justi- 
fication; (iii) a variety of analyses showing 
us that ethical problems are very complicat- 
ed (or can be) and that therefore guidance 
by consulting a brief list of rules is inade- 
quate; and (iv) practical advice on a num- 
ber of matters due to the author’s double 
training in law and theology. 

The detractions of the book are: (i) a 
very defective view of revelation (p. 54); 
(ii) calling the historic Christian under- 
standing of Adam, original righteousness, 
and original sin as “naive” (p. 67), and re- 
placing these items with the typical myth- 
interpretations of neo-orthodoxy; (iii) a 
defective view of guilt (p. 80); and (iv) an 
omission of any reference to the vastly im- 
portant material of Romans 6-8. for Chris- 
tian ethics, including no substantial develop- 
ment of the Holy Spirit in Christian ethics. 
It fails to be a truly Christian ethical treat- 
ise, because it fails at the point of being a 
truly Biblical ethical treatise. 

BERNARD RAMM 


Faith Active in Love: An Investigation of 
the Principles Underlaying Luther’s So- 
cial Ethics. a Wolfgang Forell. 
American Press. 18 pp: $3.75. 

This work is invaluable for a student of 
historical theology. The author has done his 
research in the original materials and has 
so cut through much of the traditional but 
inaccurate notions of Luther’s thought. The 
basic theses of the book are: (i) that Luth- 
er’s ethical theory was as radical a break 
from Rome as was his soteriology; and (ii) 
that Luther’s social ethics is, as the title 
of the book reads, faith active in love. These 
theses are undergirded by heavy documenta- 
tion from the original sources sometimes to 
the extent of taking practically the entire 
page. 

It has been customary to blame the Prot- 
estant reformation for our modern forms 
of jingoistic nationalism and - capitalism. 
Forell finds the source of modern national- 
ism in the failure of the Roman Catholic 
Church to reform itself and truly be an in- 
ternational church; and finds the source of 
capitalism to be in the development of the 
papal financial structures. If Forell is cor- 
rect, he upsets a lot of applecarts. 

In general this book is an invaluable re- 
ference work for Luther studies. It is based 
on ten years of research in primary sources 
by a competent scholar. 

BERNARD RAMM 
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The PASTOR'S 
HOSPITAL MINISTRY 


by Richard K. Young 
A leading hospital chaplain 


This book offers sound counsel and 
advice on such problems as: 

—When does a hospital visit help 
the patient? 

—What rules apply to the closed 
hospital room door? 

—In a church member’s ward, 
should the pastor visit patients 
he does not know? 

—How can the pastor reach into 
the patient’s deep spiritual needs 
without offending? 

—How should prayer and the 
Bible be used in hospital visit- 
ing? 

“The book gives evidence of the 
author’s extensive study and wealth 
of experience.”—Warren H. Schuh, 
Eternity $2.50 

BROADMAN PRESS 
Nashville 
Now, while it is convenient, fill in and 
mail this easy-to-order coupon. 


Please send 


as Sie Pastor’s Hospital Ministry (Broad- 
man Press) $2.50 


Mail this order to 
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JUST OUT! 


“THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MYTH 


Walter R. Martin and Norman H. Klann 


With a great deal of research, the doctrine 
of Christian Science is thoroughly discussed 
and exposed in the pages of this-book. A sur- 
vey of the life of its founder, Mary Baker 
Eddy, and frequent quotations from her 
writings and those of others are laid parallel 
to the life of Christ and the words of the 
Holy Scriptures. The growth of the Christian 
Science Church as a powerful organization, 
as well as “so-called” practitioners, among 
other events, are chronicled. In light of the 
compiled information, the whole cult and its 
doctrines are exploded as false. 

The authors cannot waver from what are 
established historical facts, and it is to the 
end that all Christian Scientists may see the 
God of the Bible and the Christ of Calvary 
who truly died for them that this book is 


dedicated. 
184 pages $2.00 
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“From Eternity to Eternity” 
Erich Saver 


An Outline of the Divine Pur- 

as Revealed 

he third in Sauer’s famous tril- 
ogy. With large colored 
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copies of THE PERSON AND WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ($2.50) 
copies of FROM ETERNITY TO ETERNITY ($3.00) 


TWO OUTSTANDING BOOKS 


by European Christians 


“The Person and Work of 
the Holy Spirit” 
Rene Pache 


The study of the doctrine of 
the Holy Spirit is important to 
believers, especially to those 
who in any way endeavor to teach 
the Word. Much of the current 
teaching on this subject mani- 
fests an abundance of confusion. 

will want to read Dr. 
Pache’s presentation on the “Gifts 
of the Holy Spirit’, and on the 
“Tongues and Healings.” 


223 pages $2.50 


in Scripture. 





With chart $3.00 


Books will be 
sent postpaid 
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ARCHAELOGY AND THE 
APOCALYPSE 


(Continued from page 21) b 


In the papyri, “to be sealed” meant, 
to be imperially protected and retained 
for imperial use. This appears to be: the 
use of the verb which Paul had in mind 
in Romans 15:28, a verse which has pro- 
duced an astonishing variety of render- 
ings. Seals were set, in pursuance of 
this practice, on sacks of grain to guar- 
antee the correct weight or measure of 
the contents. There was also a mark, a 
red stamp, which was required for all 
documents of exchange. It showed the 
Emperor's name and the year of his 
reign and was known as the “seal.” 

If, therefore, the first and basic inter- 
pretation of the Beast is Caesar himself, 
John’s picture of the seal stamping hand 
and brow of the duped multitude be- 
comes shockingly true to life. They are 
stamped and sealed with the sign of the 
false god of Rome, stamped upon the 
hand which creates, and before the 
brain which plans. And without the 
stamp, which stands symbolically for 
conformity, and tacit acceptance of the 
worship of the Emperor, a man could 
“neither buy nor sell.” The trade guilds 
with their strangle-hold upon a man’s 
livelihood are in view. 

And what of the last verse in the 
chapter: “. . - his number is six hun- 
dred and sixty-six?” Note first that a far 
from negligible manuscript tradition 
gives 616 not 666. In both Greek and 
Latin the letters of* the alphabet had 
numerical value, and the fact was very 
commonly used to build puzzles. Among 
the wall scratchings from Pompeii is an 
election notice in which the vowels are 
cryptically exchanged for numbers, and 
another inscription speaks of a girl call- 
ed Harmonia. “The number of her 
name,” it says, “is 45.” The key to the 
puzzle seems to be that Harmonia sug- 
gests the nine Muses, and 45 is the sum 
of all the digits from 1 to 9. 

The churches of Asia probably knew 
the key to 666 or 616, but it was early 
forgotten. 616 in Greek adds up to 
“Caesar God,” but 666 is not so simple, 
and much ingenuity and juggling with 
spelling has been employed to fit the 
number to “Nero Caesar,” or “Gaius 
Caesar.” It is also plausibly suggested 


_ that 666 falls short of the perfect trinity 


777 in all counts, and thus presents a 
grisly picture of the power and baseness 
of the Antichrist. 

Archaeology has thus done no more 
than point the way. The subject remains 
open for conjecture and ingenuity. After 
all the writer warns his readers: “Behold 
here is wisdom.” Perhaps some papyrus 
scrap still hidden or unread, or some 
undiscovered inscription under a Turk- 
ish doorstep, contains the answer to 
John’s cryptogram. EnpD 


85 








A Blind Child Sees Christ! 


At the end of the camp season Maria, a blind girl, rose with other children 
who were testifying. She said, with tear-filled eyes, “My dear fellow campers, 
first of all I thank God with all the strength of my heart; and secondly, the 
one whom God led to write and send the money so that I might come to - 
the camp. For some time I had been in a state of hopelessness. Such 
thoughts as these would come to me: ‘You are, blind! You are handicapped 
for this life. Who can do without light? You are a burden on this earth.’ I 
kept on saying to myself over and over again, ‘Light. I need light, but I 
have no light.’ I walked not only in physical darkness but in spiritual dark- 
ness also. No one pointed me the right way to the Light. I longed for the 
Light, not knowing how I could enter into it. But here at the camp I heard 
of the Light, and asked God to give me this Light. And indeed He gave me 
the true Light. How I thank Him and thank you, who led me to know the 
Saviour of my soul! Now my heart weeps for joy, and again from gratitude! 
What if I do not have my physical eyes? Perhaps it is better, my God, that 
I do not see the evil in the world. I have seen Thee. I know Thee. And now 
I live in Thy Presence, the true Light.” 


















For ten years now we have been enabled by God to serve hundreds of desti- 
tute children at THE ATHENS GOOD NEWS CHILDREN’S CAMP in 
Greece. We are happy to announce that we are now in possession of our 
own camp grounds, nearly 30 Greek acres, only 22 miles southeast of Athens. 
Last year we had nearly 400 children. They came to us from refugee camps, 
from the earthquake-devastated areas, and from the big cities of Greece. 
They came to us hungry, undernourished, and sad. They left, restored in 
health, and , with Christ enthroned in the hearts of many. This is 
truly a ministry which gladdens the heart. 














We are now building a dining room and a kitchen to better serve the many 
children who are to come to us this coming summer, and also prepare the 
way for a permanent Children’s Home. Here are some figures for which we 
covet your earnest prayers. For the above project, $5,000 more is needed. 
Pray also that He will supply funds for the care of 400 children, each costing 
$25 per term of 5 weeks at the camp. Remember also the many other needs 
for carrying out this wonderful ministry. Brethren, pray for us! 
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The Greek American Missionary. 





Association, Inc. 






Rev. K. Paul Yphantis, Executive Secretary 
88 Tremont Street, Boston 8, Mass. 
Canadian Address: P.O. Box 6, Galt, Ontario 
Rev. E. S. Kerr, Secretary-Treasurer 
















OLDEST EVANGELICAL MISSION TO GREECE. ESTABLISHED 1920. 









Outstanding evangelical leaders direct and support this work, such as: Dr. V. Raymond 
Edman, President of Wheaton College; Dr. T. Leonard Lewis, President of Gordon College; 
Dr. James H. Hunter of the Evangelical Christian; Dr. Oswald J. Smith of Peoples Church; 
Dr. John Walvoord, President of Dallas Theological Seminary; Dr. Harold Ockenga of 
Park Street Church, etc. (For further information, write to our American office.) 













MENTAL ILLNESS AND CHRISTIAN 
FAITH 


(Continued from page 19) 


ment or where wilful wrongdoing is 
involved. 

Those instances of mental illness that 
are produced or precipitated by moral 
transgression and that are marked by 
congcious disharmony with God’s clear 
purpose for’man are seldom seen in the 
church. But psychosis and neurosis do 
occur among Christian people, and not 
a few need assistance to correct gross 
asymmetry of. personality. However, the 
proportion of mentally ill who have a 
wholesome background of religious faith 
is very small, and psychosis is nearly al- 
ways in spite of, rather than because of, 
religious activity. 

The fact that religious ideas are some- 
times interwoven in psychotic symptoms 
and manifestations is not evidence that 
religious activities had any part in pro- 
ducing the illness. Often a person in 
incipient psychosis turns to the church 
as a kind of last resort when he is be- 
ginning to lose touch with reality. The 
final break may coincide with an active 
affiliation with the church. Anyone ex- 
perienced in psychiatry knows the im- 
pending psychosis often causes the turn 
to religion, rather than the opposite. 

Wayne Oates, in a study of the rela- 
tion between psychosis and _ religion, 
found that in 10 per cent of the 67 psy- 
chotic patients he studied, religious ac- 
tivities became a kind of frantic “last 
straw” measure. In 20 per cent, the pa- 
tients turned to religion after becoming 
psychotic. In 51 per cent, there was no 
interest in religion whatever. Of the re- 
maining 17 per cent in whom religion 
was an important factor in the illness, 
practically all showed a rebellion against 
the family group that was linked with 
rebellion against the traditional family 
religion. 

Will prayer heal mental illness? Most 
of us feel that we should appropriate 
every known means that utilizes and as- 
sists God’s habitual healing measures. 
Thus, we make use of and give thanks 
for penicillin or insulin, knowing that 
these assist the divinely-inbuilt tendency 
to health. We pray, but we also act 
promptly, before illness progresses to 
dangerous stages. More often than in 
any other way, God’s healing power is 
abetted and augmented by these agen- 
cies. 

Mental illness also needs skilled atten- 
tion. Frequently supportive treatment 
given early will often avert more severe 
breakdown. Prayer is always appropri- 
ate, but should not deny a sick person 
the specialized treatment he may need. 
Efforts of clergymen or other Christian 
people to stand off psychiatric consulta- 
tion may not only delay care that the 
patient needs, but may lead to involve- 
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*Compared with Moody Annuities, money invested in savings 
accounts, stocks, or other business securities is only working part 
time. If you’ve been planning to make a gift to the Lord through 
Moody Bible Institute, but have put it off because you needed the 
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MOODY ANNUITIES... 
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gospel literature, the film ministry and the Institute of Science. 
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‘ment in the illness in a way that invites 


criticism or blame. 

The confession and forgiveness of sin 
precedes formal entrance upon the 
Christian life. This usually resolves con-: 
flict and leads to the beginning of a new 
life in Christ that resolves tangled inter- 
personal relationships and inward con- 
flict. But psychosis also often begins with 
guilt, remorse, and depression that seek 
resolution. Intensive seeking that finds 
no release in the forgiving grace of God 
may be the earliest symptom of a deeper 
pathologic disintegration of personality. 
Here the insight and understanding of 
the minister may need to be supplement- 
ed by the skill and experience of the 
psychiatrist. Often both can work in co- 
operation. 

The naturalistic philosophy that so 
commonly accompanies study or teach- 
ing of the biological sciences seems to 
alienate many physicians from Christian 
faith during their years of medical study. 
Naturalism is even more prominent in 
the world-views of the dominant schools 
of psychiatric thought. If Christian 
physicians are scarce, Christian psychia- 
trists are scarcer. The question often 
arises, should a non-Christian psychia- 
trist be permitted to treat a person who 
is a Christian? 

The psychotherapist is nominally a 
person who is completely neutral in his 
attitude toward the patient's philosophy 
of life. Theoretically, he does not con- 
taminate the beliefs of his patient with 
his own ideas. Actually, a neutral therap- 
ist is an abstraction. It is impossible to 
spend hours with another person with- 
out having the therapist’s own Weltan- 
schauung influence the course of the 
treatment, even though he may think he 
is remaining neutral. This would be- 
speak caution in entering upon long- 
term treatment with a psychotherapist 
whose basic attitude toward religion is 
negative or indifferent. The psychia- 
trist’s attitude toward religion might al- 
so influence the treatment of psychosis, 
although here his role is usually pri- 
marily supportive. 

Eventually, the questions we ask about 
the relation between Christian faith and 
mental illness will be more nearly the 
same as those we ask about physical ill- 
ness, and the answers will be similar. 
Certainly there is need for skilled spe- 
cialized care as early as possible for some 
forms of mental illness. But there are 


other occasions when forgiveness through . 


prayer, and the healing touch of agape* 
channeled through human agency, can 
bring peace and health to the soul sep- 
arated from God and his fellows by sin. 


*New Testament original text Greek word 
for love. 


Reprinted by permission of the 
Christian Medical Society Journal. 
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EMERGENCY CALL 
(Continued from page 11) 


lustration of this might be drawn from 
the area in Mexico where, on one moun- 
tain lived some Aztec Indians and on 
the next mountain lived Totonacs. In 
the valley between was a Spanish- 
speaking village where members of an 
evangelical mission faithfully preached 
the Word. Here the service was carried 
on in three languages with members of 
the other mission training natives to 


use the material being translated into 
Aztec and Totonac by missionary-ling- 
uists of the Wycliffe Bible Translators. 

In Mexico the Wycliffe organization 
does not have its own aviation service 
but depends on the fine inter-mission 
service known as Missionary Aviation 
Fellowship. In Amazonia, however, 
where government contracts and other 
considerations made it essential, Wy- 
cliffe’s own pilots, mechanics and radio 
technicians are organized in what is 
known as the Jungle Aviation And 
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Dr. Russell Jones, Director. 
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Radio Service (JAARS)..The consecrat- 
ed efforts of these well-prepared men un- 
der the blessing of God make it possible 


for the pioneer translator to reach jun- . 


gle tribes that would otherwise be out 
of reach, and to speed up tremendously 
the reaching of the somewhat accessible 
tribes. Four years after JAARS was 
established, Dr. Donald Gray Barnhouse 
published the following reference to it 
in the bulletin of the Tenth Presbyter- 
ian Church, Philadelphia: 

“Have you ever thought of the tre- 
mendous work and time utilized in 
translating just one page of Scripture 
into a foreign language or dialect? It is 
for this great cause—to spread the whole 
gospel to the whole world—that the Wy- 
cliffe Bible Translators are busy getting 
the Bible into as many languages and 
dialects as possible. Not all the work of 
the Wycliffe group is confined to labor- 
ious translation through natives and in- 
terpreters. A new aspect of their minis- 
try is the Jungle Aviation and Radio 
Service whose motto is ‘““Where no other 
way is practical, airplanes and two-way 
radio are a must.” The JAARS is “a 
lifeline for pioneer Wycliffe Bible 
Translators.” Now by airplane it is pos- 
sible to contact areas unreachable by 
any other means of transportation. 
JAARS is now four years old and reach- 
es out to fourteen different tribes where 
Wycliffe has established work. In four 
years a big oil company lost seven air- 
planes and as many lives in the jungles 
of Ecuador. 

JAARS, in answer to prayer, has been 
so protected that not a single passenger 
or crew member has suffered an injury 
worth mentioning though it has flown 
many thousands of passenger miles. The 
JAARS work is carried on in Peru and 
already they have six planes, a hangar, 
shops, generators and a score of two-way 
radio sets, but more is needed to ex- 
pand this important work. More planes 
are needed as well as adequate stocks 
of spare parts. It’s a herculean task to 
build a communications service that will 
be able to locate and service hundreds 
of pioneer missionaries throughout that 
huge empire of trackless forest called 
Amazonia.” 

In the three years since that was pub- 
lished, the work has continued to ‘grow. 
Outposts among over 25 tribes (in an 
area comparable to the part of the 
U. S. A. that lies between Chicago and 
New Orleans, north and south, and 
Washington and St. Louis, east and 
west) are serviced and hundreds of 
thousands of passenger miles are flown 
each year. Now this service must be ex- 
panded to Bolivia. Two experienced pi- 
lots, one with nearly 3,000 hours of fly- 
ing time are in Peru ready for the new 
assignment as soon as God supplies the 
two additional small planes that are 
needed. END 
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WHOM GOD HATH JOINED 
(Continued from page 7) 


tion must come from without. Only vital 
union with Christ can transmute this 
tension and make it an instrument of 
fulfillment. 

Another factor enters here. Whereas 
love has much to do with one’s attrac- 
tion to the virtues of the other, success- 
ful love must also embrace the very op- 
posite fact. Marriage is that intimate 
relationship wherein each is brought to 
experience with an ever-increasing real- 
ization thé failure and sinfulness, the 
unlovely qualities, the self-will and self- 
love of the other. This threatens to de- 
stroy the capacity for love which is the 
very bond of marriage. In the Christian 
concept, however, this threatening real- 
ization of conflict and competition. is 
t transmuted into an experience of re- 

demptive grace. It becomes the very in- 
strument of fulfillment. Disillusionment 
there must be, but it gives way to ac- 
ceptance, and acceptance leads to self- 
realization of the same honest sort. This 
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JEWISH MISSIONARY 
CAMPING PROGRAM 


Proven ... Practical... 
Profitable ... 


Each summer for the past fifteen years, with 
the help of Christian friends, hundreds of 
Jewish children have been enabled to attend 
our camp at Canadaigua Lake, New York. 

Most of them are “D.P.’s,” newly arrived 
in a strange land and among strange people 
and ways. They are easy prey for the Christ- 
less, communistic organizations waiting to 
welcome them. It is our duty and privilege as 
Christians to meet them, help them and tell 
them of the Gospel of Salvation. 

At the CHRISTIAN CAMP at CANAN- 
DAIGUA they find fresh air, clean, whole- 
some, helpful, inspiring surroundings. A 
beautiful lake to swim in and every other 
healthful recreation, plus all the beauty of 
nature to enjoy and appreciate. They live in 
neat, comfortable cabins and given all the 
good home-cooked food they can eat with 
a the milk they want and need so much. 
Cared for by capable, consecrated, Christian 
counsellors, they are taught to love and 
serve God and country. 

Share in the Satisfaction . 


This is a program that has been proven to 
be practical and spiritually “ero ge aot 
results have been amazing in these ng 
lives. After Camp, they are followed PR snare 
with by home visitation, regular Bible classes, 
/ Church encouragement, and many other ways, 
| by our full-time missionary worker. This is 
something you will find full of real satisfac- 
tion through sharing in it. 

Your prayerful consideration will be ap- 
preciated. It costs only $10.00 a week for 
each child for meals and | ing. As many 
children may come as funds will permit. 

You can share in this worthy project. If 
you have further questions, write and we 
will answer promptly. 
ee a a 


ALL NATIONS EVANGELISTIC FELLOWSHIP 
Harold J. Seeley, Treasurer 
BOX 48-E, CANANDAIGUA, NEW YORK 


I want to share in bringing Jewish children 
to Bible Camp this summer. Send me full 
information. 
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in turn leads to the appropriation of the ; 
new life and love available in Christ. 


Self-orientation Conquered 


Thus no couple can avoid certain dis- 
appointment and disillusionment in 
their marriage. They come to marriage 
with faith in their love, only to find 
that they do not love each other as truly 
as they think, because each loves himself 
ultimately more than the other. Human hiking, camping out —ll in @ 
love cannot get away from this basic genvinely Christian atmosphere. 
self-orientation. Thus the tension be- For information, write: 


tween the desire to love and fulfill the RALPH E. PATTERSON, Director 
other, and the inability to do so per- | Reem 507 E 156 Fitth Avenue, New York 10, &. Y. 






(for “men” 8 to 18) 
Now in its 26th year of providing 
the active good times every red- 
blooded boy desires — sports, 
swimming, fishing, canoeing, 
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body, mind and spirit. Set amid the rich beauties of the Kawartha 
Lakes. Offers every modern facility for a holiday that will be an 
investment in health. Here you rest and play in an atmosphere of 
rich Spirituality. A spiritual program is provided that leaves 
abundant time for recreation and denominational distinctions 
are forgotten. Modern facilities, wholesome cooked meals recrea- 
tion and fishing at moderate prices. Privately owned. 
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Write: Mr. and Mrs. Russell Cooke. 
230 Charlotte St., Peterborough, Ont. 
Phone 3830 or 
Warsaw, Ont. 24—Ring 4 

















For full, illustrated information 
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Providence Summer Conference 
100 State Street 
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fectly, brings a deep humility. With this 
humbling realization should come the 
knowledge of the transcending love of 
Christ. His love alone can redeem and 
transform the incompleteness and con- 
flict which the marriage union has made 
known. Christ's transcending presence in 
both lives brings spiritual completion. 
Thus there ts a unique fulfillment in 
their marriage, unique because they two 
share it alone, complete because Christ 
is the dynamic center and final purpose. 

The very tension and conflict and im- 
perfection serve as a spur to realize what 
they have in Christ. As often as they 
turn together to Christ there is a re- 
creation of the true relationship be- 
tween them. Tragedy and tension re- 
main, for the conflict and competition 
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Send $1 for a large 
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47 JEFFERSON AVENUE 
Grand Rapids 2 Michigan 








remain, but at the same time a union in 
Christ is being built at a deeper level 
than the one on which the conflict oc- 
curs. 

This concept of ONENEss is unique to 
the Bible. God speaks of a married 
couple as “one flesh”—a new creation 
formed by a perfect union of two per- 
sons who find their unifying center and 
ultimate purpose outside of themselves 
and in Christ. Both being perfectly 
united to Him are perfectly united to 
each other. This is indissoluble union, 
and this is fulfillment. Let us say this is 
the lock in wedlock! And since marriage 
is a living symbol of salvation, the Chris- 
tian can no more consider that the mar- 
riage covenant is something that can be 
broken than that the covenant of salva- 
tion can be broken. 


Self-life Destroyed 

Oneness of the Christian with Christ 
is possible only as the self-life is de- 
stroyed altogether. It is not some of self 
and some of Christ, but none of self and 
all of Christ. With Paul, we must take 
our place and say “I am crucified with 
Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I but 
Christ liveth in me.” So also in Christ- 
jan marriage, it is not the idea of giv- 
ing up 50% in favor of the other, but 
rather each giving up all self-will and 
independent desire, and the two saying 
“WE are crucified with Christ, neverthe- 
less we live, yet not we but Christ liveth 
in us, and the life that we now live in 
the flesh, we live by the faith of the Son 
of God who loved us and gave himself 
for us.” 

He must say, “I'll give up all my will, 
my desires, my opinions, my ambitions,” 
and she must say, “I, too, will give up 
all.” Then instead of each living for 
self, or each living for the other self, 
now both live for Him, for His life and 
glory as it finds expression through their- 
union. 

It is a difficult and degrading thing 





for one ego-to give up to another ego, 
but it is a blessed and exalting thing 
for both together to give up to Him. 
Then the husband does not become pri- 
marily the Lover, the Provider, the Pro- 
tector, the Ruler (though he is all of 
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_ that and more); rather he is primarily 
just half of this new creation. Likewise 
the wife does not become primarily the 
Beloved, the Companion, the Home- 
maker, the Child-bearer (though, of 
course, she is all of that and more); rath- 
er she, too, is primarily just half of the 
new creation. The new creation is every- 
thing. How clearly we can see now that 
the Christian concept of ONENEss is in- 
finitely superior to the secular concept 
ol TOGETHERNESS. 

It is evident that when God says, “Be 
not unequally yoked together with un- 
believers,” He is pointing out that a be- 
liever and an unbeliever can never 
marry so as to have oneness; they can 
only have togetherness. How truly this 
glorious principle should create in young 
Christian hearts the desire to marry only 
one who knows the same Saviour! 


For the husband to be the head of the 
wife while still living his independent 
self-life would constitute an intolerable 
tyranny of one ego over another. But 
for him to be head of the wife insofar 
as Christ is his head, and his rule over 
her but the faithful carrying out of the 
will of God (to which he himself is sub- 
ject) is indeed to offer his wife the possi- 
bility of her highest fulfillment. 


Oneness in Christ, spiritual oneness, 
is the way to oneness in every other area 
of life—mental, emotional, and social. 
Furthermore, as a subsequent study will 
take up, this principle of oneness is the 
clue to the Christian interpretation of 


sex. Thus on one simple principle God 
builds the whole structure of married 
life at its best. Faith, Hope, and Love all 
have Christ as their object; blessed the 
marriage where two persons find one- 
ness through making Him the object of 
all their faith, their hope—and their 
love. Such persons enter marriage fully 
aware of the nature of the self-life, the 
necessity of the opposing principles, the 
inherent tragedy and burden of all hu- 
man love, and yet fully consenting that 
God shall use their marriage union to 
destroy the ego of both. The resultant 
marriage victory will be the triumph of 
His own transcending love. In His love 
they find their own! 


lt has been said that “Love is a quest, 
marriage a conquest, divorce an in- 
quest.” Many Christians need an inquest 
into their marriage, for any selfish inde- 
pendence, or dishonesty, or withholding 
breaks the oneness and creates a spirit- 
ual divorce. 


Whenever the slightest trace of selfish- 
ness appears, known immediately by the 


lovelessness and sense of failure that en- 


sues, the sinning partner must quickly 
turn to Him and seek again the re- 
creation of spiritual oneness. He must 


do it before there is rank growth of pre- 


sumption, deceitfulness, jealous envy, ex- 
acting demands, hardness, or bitterness. 
The Son of God who loves with an un- 
quenchable love will come to him im- 
mediately in forgiving, cleansing, heal- 


ing power. 





It has been noted that people would 
not get divorced for such trivial reasons 
if they did not get married for such 
trivial reasons. It will be the purpose of 
the next study to explore the Scriptures , 
as they declare the reasons for this prin- 
ciple of oneness, Enp 
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BITTER MISERY FOR HEBREW CHRISTIAN REFUGEES 


A missionary worker in Berlin writes: 

“Thank you for all your food and clothing pack- 

ages. The misery of the refugees is not over. Our 

city has become a camp for refugees who have lost 
home and country during the last 20 years. Old 

Hebrew Christians who fled from Germany be- 

cause of persecution are coming back from China, 

South America and other countries. They fight 

against bitter misery and unemployment. Your 

gifts to help these miserable people are an answer 
to our prayers.” 

Please help us relieve the misery of refugees; send your gift to sup- 
port new Jewish converts facing antagonism and persecution; aid us in 
our task of training Hebrew Christians to spread the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to their own people. 

Our work of relief and Christian witness amongst Christ’s brethren is 
urgently in need of your prayers and gifts. A CARE food package cost- 
ing $10.00 will relieve the pangs of hunger; $10.00 a month will support 
a needy person in our Homes for children and the aged. Please send 
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INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 23) 


the source of any attack, or to attempt 
a defense against one thrust with means 
adapted to meet another is to risk harsh 
defeat. 

The flesh, the world, and the devil are 
just as different in their modes of attack 
as are the varied branches of service in 
earthly warfare. The success of our de- 
fence will depend upon our understand- 
ing of the differences between the three 
and the use of the divinely appointed 
methods for their defeat. 
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Many years ago, an elderly woman 
came to a minister at the beginning of 
his ministry in a certain church and be- 
gan to warn him against a woman in 
the congregation. He should not entrust 
her with any spiritual task because, ac- 
cording to the gossip, she was “worldly.” 
The pastor had been apprised of the 
true situation in the church and came to 
the accused’s. defence. His informant 
persisted, saying that the woman in ques- 
tion danced, drank cocktails, smoked, 
and used too much makeup. The pastor 
knew his Scripture and said, “On the 
contrary, you have not told me one item 
that would make me think she is world- 
ly. She is what the Scripture calls “car 
nal”; it is you who are the worldly one.” 
The woman was aghast and protested 
that she did not do this, she did not do 
that; that she abstained from this and 
avoided that. The minister replied, 
“Nevertheless, you are the worldly one. 
All the things you mentioned against 
her are in the realm of the flesh. You 
are worldly because you are the one who 
wishes power and who loves display. 
You want to be the head of organiza- 
tions. You delight in show and position. 
When the various circles were meeting 
in different homes, the other women 
finally returned to the church for the 
meetings because none of them could 
keep up with you. When the women had 
gone to your house, you had made an 
ostentatious show of your linen, your 
china, your crystal. As you have had no 
children, you have had more income to 
spend on other things. Your conversa- 
tion concerned the cloth and napkins 
you had bought in the Azores, the orna- 
ment from Dresden, and the antique 
from a little shop in England. Your sup- 
posed coat-of-arms was framed in a 
prominent place on your wall, and every 
time anyone remarked on any of your 
heirlooms you explained from which 
ancestor it had come and described with- 
out understatement his particular honors 
in life.” : 

We do not know the result of the in- 
cident. We use it merely to illustrate the 
fact that there is widespread confusion 
on the part of the average Christian as 
to what would constitute worldliness and 
what would constitute carnality. 


The Bible is not a book of rules but 
contains a great set of principles that will 
enable every Christian to come to a right 
decision on every choice in life. Man’s 
nature is so complex that an event that 
may come to one man as a testing in the 
field of the spirit may reach another in 
the field of the soul and still another in 
the field of the flesh. We must realize, 
also, that the word flesh in the Bible is 
sometimes used to cover the entire being 
of the man, including his fallen soul and 
his fallen spirit. In Galatians we have 
two verses that balance each other, the 
one giving a list of the works of the flesh 
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and the other a list of qualities which 
comprise the fruit of the Spirit. “Now 
the works of the flesh are manifest, which 
are these; immorality, impurity, unclean- 
ness, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, 
quarreling, jealousy, bad temper, strife, 
dissensions, heresies, envyings, murders, 
drunkenness, carousing, and such like” 
(Gal. 5:19-21). 

Over against these sins which proceed 
from man’s fallen being there is the 
fruit which the Holy Spirit is cultivating 
in the life of the believer: “The fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle- 
ness, self-control” (Gal. 5:22). As we 


examine the nature of individual temp- 


tations more closely, we shall see that 
the sins mentioned in the first list are 
all-inclusive. Some come to a man when 
he succumbs to temptations from the 
world. Jealousy and dissensions might 
be included in this group. On the other 
hand, idolatry and sorcery might come 
to a man directly from Satan or one of 
his agents. Still other temptations might 
fall at times in one field and at times in 
another, depending on the individual 
and the circumstances, as we shall see. 

A similar list of the works of the flesh 
is to be found in the Gospels, spoken by 
our Lord Himself, in connection with a 
rebuke administered to the Pharisees. 
He had been reproved by these blind 
leaders because His disciples did not 
conform to all of the ritual washings pre- 
scribed by the Talmud. The Lord re- 
plied that filthiness in a man did not 
come from without but from within. 
When He was alone with His disciples, 
they asked Him for a further explana- 
tion. He answered: “That which 
comes out of the man, that defiles the 
man. For from within, out of the heart 
of men, proceed evil thoughts, lust, forni- 
cations, murders, thefts, greed, wicked- 
ness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, 
pride, foolishness; all these evil things 
come from within, and defile the man” 
(Mk. 7:20-23). 

In other words, man is not to cast the 
blame for his nature or for his sin on 
outward circumstances, or on an alien 
personality. Man is to bear the brunt of 
the responsibility himself. It is his own 
fallen nature which is essentially at fault. 
Let no man say, “I couldn’t help it. The 
devil tempted me.” God never meant 
that the devil should be a comfort and 
an excuse for man. True, the devil is 
responsible in one sense for all tempta- 
tions that come to man, whether directly 
from himself in the field of religion, or 
from the surrounding world in which 
man is placed, or from man’s own base 
passions. This is true only because Satan 
caused the original seduction of man. 
But man is also responsible—totally re- 
sponsible. 


(To Be ContINvED) 
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CHRISTIANITY AND THE 
ECONOMIC CRISES 


(Continued from page 15) 


through the redistribution of wealth is 
naive from the Biblical viewpoint. It dis- 
regards the spiritual predicament of man 
which requires more than a mere re- 
arrangement of external factors for its 
solution. Man is a sinner, and the prob- 
lem of a collectivistic order will remain 
one involving collectivistic sinners in- 
stead of capitalistic sinners. 

Just as Communism ignores the tragic 
and sinful side of human life, so it ig- 
nores man’s created dignity and assigns 
him an inferior status. Since it excludes 
God and the supernatural, from whom 
the writers of the Bible derive the con- 
cepts of man’s dignity, freedom, and 
rights, Communism suspends all of 
man’s economic dignity and rights upon 
the tolerance of the state. 

It should be clear from all of this that 
the reinstatement of deity and eternal 
moral law would require a drastic re- 
casting of Communist economic theory. 
The place where Christianity is called 
upon to level its primary criticisms is 
precisely that sphere in which the denial 
of God and of His moral law makes a 
primary difference. The uniqueness of 
Marx and his program is unmistakable. 
It not only advocates the abandonment 
of persuasion for force and violence, re- 
volting as that is. Equally important, it 
insists that the suppression of belief in 
God and the supernatural is the funda- 
mental basis on which a just economic 
order is to be reared. 


Christianity and the 
Capitalistic Option 


The nineteenth and twentieth centur- 
ies are not the only centuries in which 
economic criticism has been appropriate 
and necessary. One can find an abund- 
ance of such criticism in the Bible, 
whether one turns to Moses or Isaiah 


. and the great prophets, or to Jesus and 


James in the New Testament. Modern 
criticism was shallow, alongside that of 
the Scriptures. Neither Marx, Lenin, 
nor Stalin wrote passages of greater mor- 
al indignation and concern for economic 


justice than the Biblical writers, who set 


the pursuit of righteousness in the world 
of labor in ultimate dimensions. 


Liberal Protestantism at the begin- 
ning of the present century lost contact 
with Biblical supernaturalism, and no 
longer knew how to criticize the social 
order from the standpoint of sin and 
redemption and the future judgment. 
That is why Liberalism lent itself easily 
as a mouthpiece of collectivism, and 
filled its passion for social justice with 
a Marxian definition of economic evils 
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and their solution. 

Conservative Protestantism knew bet- 
ter than to expect a millennium in his- 
tory through the social gospel, and it 
was rightly distrustful of collectivism, 
but its economic attitude too often im- 
plied that American capitalism was the 
ideal economic form of the kingdom of 
God. Its realistic view of human nature 
and history gripped by sin and requir- 
ing supernatural redemption was not 
combined, strangely enough, with an in- 
dignation over injustices and inequities 
in the world of labor and economics. 

And yet, in the issue between free en- 
terprise and collectivism, it was impos- 
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sible to stand in the middle. The issue 
was whether in the world of labor, un- 
redeemed and frustrated in sin, human 
worth and dignity in the balances, one 
or the other of these present economic 
options best stands between fallen man 
and his economic enslavement, and 
maintains points of contact with the 
Christian view of man as an economic 
creature, and hence is more compatible 
with the Biblical concept of life. 

Nothing would be further afield than 
the notion that Biblical revelation af- 
fords no compass bearings, or principles 
of eternal validity which assist this ap- 
praisal. Both Socialism and Capitalism 
have claimed to fulfill the requirements 
of Biblical ethics. Both are capable of 
caricaturing Biblical economic justice. 
But the classic liberal mood tended to 
brand Capitalism as essentially perverse 
and unjust. Such appraisals, however 
aware they may be of capitalistic evils 
and dangers, tend to exaggerate these 
in favor of Communism by a failure to 
stress that Communist economics sets 
out deliberately from the postulate of a 
relativistic morality. 

The depersonalization of man, the de- 
terioration of human dignity, and_ the 
curtailment of human rights is to be 
lamented and resisted wherever it oc- 
curs, but no confident basis exists for a 
rectification of such tendencies in a rel- 
ativistic and materialistic society. 

The depersonalization of the modern 
laborer is not to be attributed exclusive- 
ly to assembly-line production. Even if 
it were, collectivistic economies have no 
basis for self-glory. Heavy industry in a 
technical age, which the Soviet sphere 
more and more prizes, has its assembly- 
line production also. And it adds to this 
grievance the terror of the slave labor 
camps and of brutal state compulsion 
over the masses. In fact, every collectivis- 
tic system, since it exalts the system, and 
subordinates all else to the larger social 
whole, is built on the devaluation of 
the individual person. Free enterprise 
does not set out with this liability. But, 
if it allows more scope for the worth 
and dignity of man, it does not guaran- 
tee it, and may even jeopardize it. 

Human worth rests upon the prior 
foundation of man’s spiritual dignity, 
hence on the fact of his unique creation 
in the image of God and of his possibil- 
ity of redemption from sin. The deper- 
sonalization of the economic man, while 
it does not follow necessarily in a capi- 
talistic order, inevitably results in any 
order which loses its hold on the great 
spiritual verities. 

Free enterprise is often championed 
today as the guardian of the value of the 
individual and of human rights, or 
those features which collectivism im- 
perils. But Christian social ethics knows 
full well that the dignity and value of 
the human person does not exist in a 








spiritual and moral vacuum. To defend 
the dignity and worth and liberty of the 
economic man in abstraction from the 
whole anthropological and spiritual ques- 
tion is a well-nigh impossible task. 
Christian revelation pictures the whole 
man standing at every level, economic 
as well as every other, in responsibility 
to God and his fellow-man. It compre- 
hends man as a creature balanced at 
once between economic duties and eco- 
nomic privileges. Only this spiritual and 
moral orientation of human dignity and 
rights can guard the economic life from 
gravitating either to proud arrogance or 
to irresponsible privilege. It is not Cap- 
italism, therefore, which is the guardian 
of Christianity, but Christianity which 
alone can safeguard free enterprise from 
perversion. 

This emphasis on man’s duties or ob- 
ligations underlies the Christian discus- 
sion of economic theory as a whole. It 
bears not only on the Christian defense 
of human worth and dignity and rights, 
over against the collectivistic threat, but 
equally on the way in which Christian- 
ity vindicates private property and the 
profit motive. No capitalist can invoke 
the support of Hebrew-Christian religion 
for these cherished privileges without at 
the same time placing himself under in- 
debtedness to a concept of man as a 
creature with changeless moral obliga- 
tions, economic as well as others, to God 
and his fellowmen alike. 

Consider the question of private prop- 
erty. Assuredly it is implied by the Mo- 
saic Law, presupposed and defended in 
the Old Testament, not repudiated but 
rather assumed by Jesus Christ. No- 
where in the New Testament is there a 
hint that property distinctions are sin- 
ful. Christianity has no trace of the 
superficial view that sin is a matter 
simply of unequal property balances in 
society, and it knows a strategy of social 
reform far superior to the mere redis- 
tribution of property. 

Yet Hebrew-Christian revelation spon- 
sors no platform of absolute property 
ownership. Whatever man has is his 
only as a responsible loan from the Cre- 
ator, who never renounces His own in- 
terest in the material elements of man’s 
economic life, and who holds man ac- 
countable for a responsible stewardship. 

The Biblical view is not that of man’s 
absolute dominion over the space-time 
world, whether the part or the whole. 
The cattle on a thousand hills remain 
His by right of creation and preserva- 
tion. The Mosaic law had safeguards— 
and the gospel can hardly ask for less— 
against the selfish, inconsiderate and ir- 
responsible use of property. 

Private property gives to every indi- 
vidual an opportunity to indicate wheth- 
er or not he desires to objectify his will 
in the control of material possessions in 
the service of God and in the service of 
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_mankind. Two great concerns stand. in 


the forefront of the Biblical view of 
possessions as a stewardship; the use of 
funds to distribute to the poor, and the 
use of funds to advance the proclama- 
tion of the gospel. The man who sin- 
cerely uses his possessions for the sake 
of the poor can hardly use them for the 
exploitation and perpetuation of the 
poor, or to detract from human worth. 
The man who sincerely uses his posses- 
sions for the sake of the gospel can 
hardly be disinterested in the worth, 
dignity and rights of his employer or 
employee. 


The Nature of the 
Evangelical Task 


Christianity requires more, in the 
present economic conflict, therefore, 
than the vindication of Capitalism sim- 
ply because it is compatible with an em- 
phasis on the value and liberty of the 
individual, and because it sets out with 
the ideal of private property and the 
profit motive. To do no more would in- 
excusably prolong the illusion that eco- 
nomic justice can be attained while the 
spiritual fact of sin and man’s need of 
moral redemption are concealed. That 
is to do violence to the facts, as well as 
to the Christian witness. Human dignity 
and freedom, private property and prof- 
its, can be vindicated when they are part 
of an economic philosophy dedicated to 
objective justice and changeless moral 
principle, but graft them onto Renais- 
sance or humanistic conceptions of life 
and man and they will soon degrade 
what they profess to protect. 

Do not think you serve the cause of 
Christian social ethics if you defend, as 
intrinsically Christian, an economic 
manifestation which is largely rooted in 
unregenerate humanity, which senses no 
need of the gift of redemption for the 
realization of economic justice, but 
which only formally—if indeed so much 
dare be said—recognizes the priority of 
the spiritual and moral question for the 
solution of the economic crisis. Is it not 
a fair judgment, looking out over the 
vast sphere of commerce and industry 
and labor in the capitalistic West today, 
to declare that if the vice of Commun- 
ism is that it makes the repudiation of 
supernatural religion and of changeless 
moral principles its approach to the eco- 
nomic crisis, the vice of Capitalism is 
that it tends to be indifferent to those 
spiritual and moral verities upon which 
the tradition of free enterprise depends 
for its vitality and from which alone it 
can draw the moral earnestness to justi- 
fy its survival? 

We would remind collectivist and cap- 
italist alike that the real cure of eco- 
nomic ills is inseparable from repent- 
ance and the gift of redemption. 
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We would remind the partisans of 


-free enterprise that the dignity, import- 


ance, and rights of man are concepts 
which Hebrew-Christian revelation es- 
tablishes and bounds by the sovereignty 
and moral lordship of the Creator-Re- 
deemer God, who imposes upon man 
unique spiritual obligations and moral 
duties from which the economic life is 
not to be divorced. 

We would remind the partisans of 
free enterprise further that the neglect 
ot the cherished Christian doctrine of 
man’s unique creation in the divine im- 
age, and of man’s prospect of redemp- 
tion from sin on the ground of Christ's 
atoning work, issues in speculative and 
unstable concepts of human dignity and 
freedom. 

We would commend the gains made 
by labor and management which have 
lightened the grievous véxations of the 
life of toil for bread, by cooperatively 
improving the conditions of work and 
the benefits to society as a whole; but 
we would warn against the frustration 
which overtakes multitudes today in the 
world of daily work, in which they ex- 
perience almost no sense of mission. 

We would call upon believers every- 
where, as employers and employees, to 
exemplify the realities of the Christian 
doctrine of vocation, according to which 
the life of work is a divinely-ordained 
sphere in which man is to employ his 
God-given talents in the service of God 
and man. 


We would call upon faithful believers 
everywhere to set an example of steward- 
ship in the use of wealth and posses- 
sions, first, by the generous support of 
the Christian evangel in churches recog- 
nizing the authority of the sacred Scrip- 
tures, and by the support of related 
evangelical enterprises in missions and 
Christian education; and secondly, by 
manifesting a readiness to distribute to 
the needs of suffering and afflicted hu- 
manity, by the support of evangelical 
agencies of ministry to the poor and 
needy, and in the support of other pro- 
grams designed to bring relief to the 
suffering and afflicted. 

We would remind a nation whose 
heritage is Christian, which has been 
spared the devastating calamities of oth- 
er lands, which enjoys instead the high- 


est standard of living in the world, and |, 


whose national 1954 disposable income 
was a record $254 billion dollars, that 
its national giving of $4-% billion dol- 
lars to philanthropies, about half to re- 
ligious and half to non-religious causes, 
represents a dedication of less than 2% 
of income after tax deductions to phil- 
anthropies, and of vastly less than that 
to the preaching of the Gospel, and that 
this very paucity of giving is a sober 
warning that its affections have been 
alienated from the heritage which has 





made the nation strong. 


We would bemoan that deterioration 
of economic responsibility whereby mul- 
titudes of our fellow citizens squander, 
toilfully-gained earnings and savings in. ' 
support of industries such as alcoholic 
beverages and gambling, which weaken © 
the spirit of a-people and cater to their 
weaknesses rather than elevate them. 

We cherish the hope that peace may 
be achieved in our times, and that a na- 
tion which has sacrificed almost incom- 
putably for special military securities in 
an era of trouble, may negotiate its af- 
fairs at home and abroad from the 
standpoint of spiritual and moral 
strength, ready to sacrifice as fully for 
the things of the spirit which endure, as 
to halt those material foes which destroy. 

For the evangelical social task, let us 
seek divine grace that, in an age of eco- 
nomic imbalance, we shall fail neither 
God nor the age to which we preach a 
message of rescue, applying to ourselves 
and to others those revealed principles 
by which men and movements are di- 
vinely measured. Let us not be found 
erecting a verbal blockade against col- 
lectivism, yet by our works paving a 
highway of reaction against the church 
of Christ. 

The lessons of recent ecclesiastical his- 
tory are a warning to us. It required 
more than economic injustice in a capi- 
talistic order to enable Marxism so 
quickly to convince so many that relig- 
ion is an obstacle to the procurement of 
economic justice. The fact is that relig- 
ion, even of a supernatural kind—as the 
Bible fully warns its readers—may deter- 
iorate not merely into silence about sin, 
but may degenerate into the very serv- 
ice of the evil one. Only something woe- 
fully wrong, not in the pagan religions 
alone, but in the only forms of Christ- 
ianity which multitudes of human be- 
ings knew during the past fifty years in 
the West, could have lent a zestful edge 
to the Marxist indictment of all religion. 

Let us as evangelicals above all bal- 
ance accounts with Jesus Christ, who has 
shown us best how to balance life and 
its claims with our fellow men. Enp 
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LETTERS 
(Continued from page 2) 


Korea. He is specializing in sacred music 
and directs a choir and plays the organ in 
a Seoul church. The potential of these men 
is terrific, and I am kept on my knees by 
the responsibility of counseling them in the 
many decisions that confront them. 

Right now I am terribly concerned over 
the conditions under which they are living. 
The Seminary’s dormitory facilities are woe- 
fully inadequate, and as a consequence the 
students are forced to live in dark, dingy, 
unsanitary rooms that are excellent breed- 
ers for tuberculosis, and I am afraid if these 
men continue on in these unsightly places 
they will become victims of the dread dis- 
ease. A modest dormitory can be erected 
for only $10,000, and what a rich return 
the investment would bring in clean, light 
rooms for these devoted, deserving fellows 
in which to study God's Word and fellow- 
ship together in Christ. 

May I lay this need on your heart and 
the hearts of the readers of ETERNITY. 

HAROLD VOELKEL 


Presbyterian Mission 
Seoul, Korea 


Please send gifts for this worthy cause to 
Evangelical Foundation, Inc., 1716 Spruce 
St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. Indicate gifts are 
for “POW Seminary.” 
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stone that God intended to be the key- 
stone of the arch, the cap-stone that is 
to hold up the whole dome of God’s edi- 
fice (Psa. 118:22). Those who do not 
see Christ as God’s only way and hope, 
stumble over Him, fall, and the results 
of that fall will be catastrophic. The 
Lord Jesus alluded to this verse, saying, 
“Whosover shall fall upon this stone 
shall be broken: but on whomsoever it 
shall fall, it will grind him to powder” 
(Mt. 21:44). Isaiah changes the figure, 
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saying, “They shall be trapped and 
caught.” No man can get away from 
God. All revolt is sinful and shall be 
brought to a complete end. 

Lord, keep us safe in Thyself. 


BIND UP THE TESTIMONY (8:16) 
The stone at which men first stumbled 


was the law of God. The reason the na- 
tion was rejecting God in the days of 
Isaiah was that they had rejected the 
testimony of God, the law as given 
through Moses. Christ said, “Had ye be- 
lieved Moses, ye would have believed 
me: for he wrote of me” (John 5:46). 
The Word that was given through Isa- 
iah was the Word of God, even as the 
law had been the Word of God from 
the beginning. It was bound and sealed 
for them. Slotki, the Jewish commenta- 
tor, says that the presentation of written 
and sealed instructions to Isaiah’s fol- 
lowers initiated them into the inner 
circle of a religious fraternity. But the 
binding of the whole law of God and 
the sealing of it to those who, by grace, 
have become His disciples, His instruct- 
ed ones, initiates us into the whole 
sweep of the divine revelation which car- 
ries us to Christ in weakness, and then 
to Christ in power. 

Lord, may we be Thy disciples. 


| WILL WAIT UPON THE LORD (8:17) 
Here is the climax of true faith. The 


circumstances around Isaiah were those 
of fear and dread. But his mind was at 
peace in the midst of the most troublous 
scenes; he was confident, though hated 
by the most obstinately persistent foes; 
and he was assured, though he was liv- 
ing in circumstances in which no power 
less than that of the Lord God could up- 
hold and sustain him. He knew the law 
of God from childhood, and had heard 
Jacob sigh in the midst of his prophetic 
announcements upon his sons, “I have 
waited for thy salvation, O Lord” (Gen. 
49:18). Now:he turns his own heart for- 
ward to God. He has had the testimony 
bound to him and the law sealed to 
him, and that is enough. When we have 
the Lord, we have all else. “Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God and his righteous- 
ness, and all these things shall be added 
unto you” (Mt. 6:33). 

Lord, may we wait on Thee. 


WHO HIDES HIS FACE FROM THE HOUSE OF 
JACOB 
In the day that Jacob first wrestled 


with the angel, there came that moment 
when the angel demanded his name. At 
that time he had no other name than 
Jacob, and this was the name that he 
had to give in answer. It was the per- 
fect expression of his nature, for the 
name means Supplanter, a crooked man 
in heart and thought. One might think 
that at that moment the Lord would 
have “rubbed it in,” and pointed out 
that he was indeed crooked, but the very 
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next instant after the name and nature 
are confessed, grace breaks forth with 
great shining, the man’s name is chang- 
ed to Israel, and from then on God cov- 
ers him and watches over him complete- 
ly. Here the nation is the house of 
Jacob, but Isaiah looks beyond to the 
God who once hid His face from Jacob, 
but who came back to him at Peniel, 
which means “the face of God” (Gen. 
32:30). When God has Peniel for the 
nation, it will be glory indeed. 

Lord, show Thy face to us. 


1 WILL LOOK FOR HIM (8:17) 
Doubt looks at circumstances; faith 


looks to God. The heart of this verse 
lies in the great contrast in its various 
phrases. God was the author of all the 
promises to the house of Jacob; but God 
was now hiding His face from the house 
of Jacob. Was God unfaithful? Had God 
changed His mind? There was no pos- 
sibility for such a thought in the heart 
of Isaiah. He would look at the promises 
and look for the Promiser. This is the 
only proper attitude when life seems 
impossible and so complex that we can- 
not unravel its strands. “Will the Lord 
cast off forever? and will he be favor- 
able no more? . . . Hath God forgotten 
to be gracious? Hath he in anger shut 
up his. tender mercies?” (Psa. 77:7, 9). 
The soul that knows the Lord, or rather, 
the soul that has been known of Him, 
knows that He cannot forsake His own. 
“If we believe not, yet he abideth faith- 
ful; he cannot deny himself” (2 Tim. 
2:13). 

Lord, keep our eyes on Thee. 


BEHOLD | AND THE CHILDREN (8:18) 
The primary application was that of 


Isaiah and his two strangely-named chil- 
dren as signs and wonders for Israel. 
Isaiah boldly walked out with his chil- 
dren whose very presence and names 
must have excited the wonder of ‘the 
peuple. Isaiah means “Jehovah is salva- 
tion.” Shear-Jashub means “A Remnant 
shall return.” Maher-shalal-hash-baz 
means “Haste, spoil, speed, prey.” The 
names in combination with the rest of 
the prophecy show fully that there was 
to be the immediate fulfillment in the 
time of Isaiah and the remote fulfill- 
ment at the second coming of Christ 
when the remnant of Israel shall return 
and God will establish His people and 
fulfill all His promises even as He has 
spoken throughout the book. In that 
day the Lord will be Israel's salvation, 
and He will haste His word to perform 
it, even though it shall be from the 


* midst of tribulation. , 


Lord, speed Thy salvation. 


| AND THE CHILDREN WHOM THE LORD GAVE 
ME (8:18) 

This verse is quoted in a remarkable 
context in the ‘epistle to the Hebrews 
(2:13). The Lord Jesus has been pre- 
sented in Hebrews one as being none 
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other than God, the Son, far above the 
angels. In chapter two we see Him made 
lower than the angels: (2:9), yet crown- 
ed with glory and honor. It is then as 
though we see Him ascending into Heavy- 
en, presenting to the Father all those 
whom He had redeemed. We have seen 
grandparents comparing pictures of their 
grandchildren, and very proud of those 
whom they had come to love so much. 
Here we see the Lord Jesus, entering 
Heaven, with the words of Isaiah on His 
lips, putting us forward, showing that 
His journey from Heaven to earth and 
back had not been without fruit: “Be- 
hold, I and the children whom God has 
given me!” 

Lord, we praise Thee for Christ’s love. 


SIGNS AND WONDERS IN ISRAEL (8:18) 
This phrase is to be found ten times 


in the writings of Moses. The children 
of Israel would have understood immed- 
iately, when Isaiah announced that he 
and his children were for signs and won- 
ders in Israel, that this was a matter of 
startling importance. They had begun 
their national life as a result of the 
signs and wonders which God perform- 
ed in Egypt in delivering them from 
the hand of Pharaoh and bringing them 
out of the house of bondage. The word 
“signs” is one that has an inner mean- 
ing showing that something or someone 
to come in the future is‘indicated by the 
act that is taking place. The word “won- 
der” covers an act of God that is per- 
formed in order to-authenticate one of 
His prophets. The two words joined to- 
gether show that men and events are ar- 
ranged by God in the Old Testament as 
types and shadows of things and persons 
to come, in such a way that His Word 
is authenticated and His followers vin- 
dicated. 
Lord, we thank Thee for hee 2 care 
in history. 


THE LORD OF HOSTS, WHO DWELLS ON 
MOUNT ZION (8:18) 
The people against whom Isaiah was 


prophesying had the center of their wor- 
ship in Mount Zion. They thought that 
because they possessed the geographical 
location that they possessed God. But 
He had chosen that spot because He in- 
tended to reveal Himself there in Jesus 
Christ, both in the redemption of the 
first coming and in the triumph of the 
second coming. How vain was the boast- 


ing of the people who thought that they 


possessed God because they had a bit of 
ground which He had consecrated! 
They had turned the place to idolatry, 
and Christ would call it, with divine 
irony, “your house” (Lk. 13:35). Jere- 
miah says, “Trust not in lying words, 
saying, The Temple of the Lord! The 
Temple of the Lord!” (Jer. 7:4). Yet, in 
spite of all this idolatry around His feet 
the Lord does dwell on Mount Zion. He 
has conrtol of all places, and He will 
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-bring to pass, in His own time, all that 


He has purposed in His council. 
Lord, how sure are Thy plans! 
SEEK UNTO THEM. THAT HAVE aternal 


SPIRITS (8:19) 
These are evil spirits impersonating, 
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dead human beings and attaching them- 
selves only to “mediums” and those who 
give up their will to them. The RSV les- 
sens the impact of the meaning by using 
the word “medium.” The trouble God 
has taken to make terrible laws against 
those who seek, through “mediums,” to 
consult with these demon spirits shows 
the dread reality of these sinister powers 
(cf. Lev. 19:31; 20:27; Deut. 18:10-12; 
1 Chron. 10:13, 14). The Greek of Acts 
16:16 clearly shows that the spirits were 
of the devil, and that they are very real. 
The great tragedy revealed by our text 
is that when men will not take the sim- 
ple leading of the Lord because of their 
own willfulness, God is forced to give 
them up to strong delusion that they 
should believe the lie (2 Thes. 2:11). No 
man can turn to mediums, or palmists, 
or tea leaves, or any form of chance un- 
til He has given up seeking the will of 
the Lord. 

Lord, keep us devoted to Thy 
simple leading. 

WIZARDS THAT PEEP AND MUTTER (8:19 
The voices which issue from mediums 
are indistinct. Horatio, in Hamlet, tells 
how “the sheeted dead did squeak and 
gibber in the Roman streets.” Our Eng- 
lish word wizard, coming from the root 
that has given us wisdom and wise, is a 
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perfect translation of the Hebrew, but it 
should be understood that the wisdom 
that is possessed by the wizard is “earth- 
ly, soulish, devilish” (Jas. 3:15). Why 
will men accept the whispering, chatter- 
ing wisdom of the devil when they can 
have the true wisdom that comes from 
God, wisdom that is so distinct and 
clear? “For the wisdom from above is 
first pure, then peace loving, gentle, 
open to reason, full of mercy (tolerant 
thoughts), -and kind actions, without 
favoritism or hypocrisy” (Jas. 3:17). Is 
not the turning from divine wisdom to 
the peeping and muttering of Satan a 
clear indication of the stubborn willful- 
ness of man? — 


Lord, may we cleave to the 
‘ wisdom from above. 


SHOULD NOT THE PEOPLE SEEK UNTO THEIR 
GOD? (8:19) 

Those who know the Lord must seek 
only the Lord. There will always be 
those around us who seek to have us go 
their way. Themselves, having departed 
from God, they seek to draw others after 
them. Misery loves company, and those 
who are far from God are often the 
keenest proselytizers. Now God speaks 
in such a way that He makes a man the 
judge in his own cause. Anyone who 
thinks deeply can surely realize immedi- 
ately that we should seek the wisdom of 
the all-wise God, and seek that wisdom 
alone. Is there one among us that does 
not need the help and wisdom that God 
alone can give? Azariah said to King 
Asa, “The Lord is with you while you 
are with him; and if you seek him, he 
will be found of you . . . When (Israel) 
in their trouble did turn unto the Lord 
God of Israel, and sought him, he was 
found of them” (2 Chron. 15:2-4). And 
so it will always be. 

Lord, may we seek Thee only. 


SHOULD THEY CONSULT THE DEAD ON BEHALF 
OF THE LIVING? (8:19) ; 
Here is a devastating verse against the 


Roman Catholic practice of prayers to 
the dead. As in the ancient Satanic re- 
ligions, so there are parts of the Roman 
Missal that must be recited in a whisper. 
And since we know that no departed 
human being (including the Virgin 
Mary); can hear any words that are 
spoken by a living human being, we can 
only conclude that all such prayers are 
received by Satan and are a part of his 
great deceptive system. A missionary in 
Turkey, coming to a fork in the road 
that was not marked, suggested to his 
companions that they consult the tomb 
of a holy man that was near by. They 
looked at him in astonishment and re- 
plied that they must consult the living 
peasant near by. The missionary replied 
that Mohammed was dead but that the 
Lord Jesus Christ was alive, and that He 
alone should be consulted. 
Lord, we thank Thee that Thou 
dost live to intercede. 
ETERNITY 
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